
Earth Day celebration in Khakassia 
 

Earth Day, the largest environmental holiday, was celebrated recently in Khakassia. The 

Khakassky reserve took part in organizing the events devoted to the holiday. The events were 

held in the city of Abakan, Shirinsky and Tashtypsky districts. 

 

National Earth Day in Khakassia, called Chir Ine, has been celebrated every year on April 

22nd since 1996. Each time the main events are held in different places; this year the Verkhniye 

Siry village of the Tashtypsky district was chosen to be center of celebration. The culminating 

point of the day was the adoration of Mother Earth ceremony. Khakass people worship the Earth 

as the mother of all and keep up traditions and rituals: people ask a blessing, abundant harvest 

and peace at home by cleaning their houses from evil's forces with creeping thyme, and feeding 

the Goddess of Fire, who protects people from evil’s forces, diseases and misfortune. Another 

important part of the day was a ritual of tying colorful ribbons on the sacred birch tree. 

 

It has become a tradition to plant a lane of trees on the Earth Day in the city or village where 

the event is held. Village guests, labor veterans and local people were invited to participate in 

tree planting. It was the first time that the Khakassky reserve had taken part in tree planting on 

the day of Chir Ine celebration. The reserve provided the participants with stocks of ornamental 

plants, which were planted by the best students of Verkhniye Siry School. Later on, these 

beautiful shrubs and trees will remind people of the village about the Chir Ine national holiday. 

 

Before the Chir Ine celebration Olga Filimonenko, a specialist of the reserve’s Ecological 
Education Department, had had a meeting with students of primary school in Verkhniye Siry. 

She told them about the Khakassky reserve, its mission, and plants and animals protected by the 

reserve. The children were given different presents, such as CDs with movie about the reserve, 

brochures, posters, calendars, and stickers with the Khakassky reserve’s emblem. 

 

No less interesting events took place in the Shirinsky district on April 22
nd

, for example, the 

Ekoluchik environmental society (translated literally as Eco-ray) organized and held an 

educational quiz on environmental issues. At the beginning of the meeting, Svetlana Volkova, a 

specialist of the reserve’s Ecological Education Department, gave a talk on the Earth Day 

historical background. Then children, the members of the society, took part in the quiz. The 

questions, asked by the host, Natalya Karpenko, were about the flowers which appear in early 

spring — the snowdrops. These flowers grow in the Shirinsky district and the reserve’s Lake 
Itkul section. 

 

A game the Field of Wonders took place at the Shirinsky district’s Children's Library. The 

members of the Zhuravushka society (translated literally as Little Crane) answered the questions 

about the reserve, endangered and rare birds inhabiting the reserve’s territory, and the nature of 
their native land. Karina Lukashenko won the first prize in the game. 

 

On the same day, there was a festive concert at the Children's Activity Center of Abakan. 

The concert is an annual event that attracts a large audience, thus, this year more than 250 

children and adults came to the concert hall. There was given a vivid singing, dancing and 

theatrical performance on ecological issues. The winners of the Parks’ March 2014, an 
international environmental event, were announced at the end of the concert. 

 

We would like to thank the Children's Activity Center of Abakan, and personally Larisa 

Morudenko, for our fruitful and long-lasting cooperation, and for their great support of all 



reserve’s initiatives. Only by combining the efforts of people concerned will we preserve our 
planet for future generations. 
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