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Welcome to the first WLI Bulletin for 2020! Since we last 

met, Wetland Link International members have celebrated 

World Wetlands Day. We have received a dozen reports of 

special activities from across the network! That is more than 

one newsletter can hold so we have set up a special page on 

the WLI website to display everyone’s story. So I invite you 

to go online and have a look at the reports (and two videos!) 

on wli.wwt.org.uk/wwd2020. While you are there, please 

also have a look at What WLI did in 2019, a review of some 

of our activities.  

We are also looking to the future, with a new approach to 

WLI’s work in this bulletin: a virtual exchange programme 

between members! Red Ciudadana por los humedales, Valdi-

via, in Chile, and Ralph Klein Park, Calgary, in Canada held a series of virtual meetings to get to know each oth-

er and uncover mutually useful experience and knowledge. This type of exchange has a lower carbon footprint, 

and lower financial costs, but still delivers some of the benefits of traditional exchanges. Find out how it went for 

them and get in touch if you are interested in trying something similar!   

Of course it builds on our annual school video conferences for World Migratory Bird Day. We are planning these 

again this year, and pondering how we might need to adapt the process to accommodate COVID-19 restrictions 

on schools and travel.  

Staying with travel,  in late 2019 I went from the UK to China, insisting on maximising my CEPA input and out-

put. Find out about the UNESCO World Heritage Symposium, some of the great work by the Mangrove Conser-

vation Foundation, and a visitor shaped like a bird!   

Plus, get to know one of your newest fellow members, Finima Nature Park in Nigeria! 

As ever, thank you for reading and for playing your part in the WLI network. If you have any developments to 

share with us for the next bulletin; any resources you would like to share on the WLI website; or any activities to 

promote on social media or the WLI website, please do get in touch!  

Stay muddy, 
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Virtual exchange – from Canada to Chile 

At first glance our settings seemed worlds apart – Chile vs Canada; organic, voluntary organization vs municipal park 

with a LEED Gold building; different primary activities. But speaking and sharing over the last year-and-a-half helped 

us to learn about new ideas and inspire us to think about how they might be useful in our own context. 

 

Valdivia, the wetland city of Chile (or 

ciudad humedal as we like to call it) is 

located at the confluence of three 

major rivers and their network of 

related wetlands. Around 40 % of the 

city is covered by wetlands, which are 

home to over 190 plant and 90 animal 

species. This geographical context has 

determined Valdivia’s urban form and 

a love and hate affair with wetlands 

that goes back prior to its foundation 

by the Spaniards in 1552. 

During the past 15 years citizens have 

led a strong movement in defence of 

wetlands and against the multiple 

threats they face. This movement has organized into a network of people and organizations called Red Ciudadana por 

los Humedales (Citizen Network for Wetlands) who develop multiple activities and programs on a voluntary basis. 

Activities include environmental education, art, legal defence, activism and protest.  

In Calgary, Canada, Ralph Klein Park (RKP) is a 30-

hectare wetland park in a 160-ha constructed 

wetland, the largest stormwater treatment wetland in 

Canada. The Environmental Education Centre 

focuses on environmental learning, with programs 

for students, drop-in family programs, and events 

such as “Solstice in the Wetland”. It is an excellent 

place for visitors to see waterfowl and other 

wildlife.   

Ralph Klein Park Natural Playground tells the 

watershed story of water moving from mountains to 

wetlands, and features a climbing wall structure 

shaped like mountains, a zipline, hiding areas, and sand. To celebrate Canada 150, TD Bank Group launched the 

#TDCommonGround project, which aimed to create a legacy of green spaces for communities across Canada to enjoy. 

As one of seven flagship projects sponsored by TD Bank Group the natural playground at Ralph Klein Park has attracted 

people from across Calgary to the park to play and learn about wetlands.  

During the exchange with RKP, the most interesting areas for our work in Valdivia were: the environmental education 

programs for schools, citizen science program with amphibians and their Community Based Social Marketing approach. 

Talking with partners at RKP was inspiring and gave us good ideas that we would like to develop in the future. It was 



also useful to learn about 

regulations and 

environmental protection 

instruments developed in 

Calgary, such as the 

wetland compensation 

program, regulations about 

wetland buffers and 

stormwater ponds. In Chile 

we have recently launched 

an urban wetland 

protection law and these 

ideas will be very useful in 

our discussion about how 

to implement this law and 

related bylaws.  

There were two initiatives in Valdivia that were particularly interesting  to RKP:  bike and bus wetland tours, and the 

environmental leadership workshop series. What a great idea to take people on guided tours of the wetlands in town, tell 

their stories, and have interpretive signs and maps for self-guided tours! RKP is on the city’s pathway system, so this idea 

is transferable.   

We also liked the idea of the workshops in Valdivia, especially because we already have many programs for children and 

families but would like to engage more adults. We brainstormed an event about ‘Wetlands in the City’, a series of three 

evenings for adults with guest speakers and hands-on activities. Topics could include city wetlands and wildlife; water 

and watersmart plantings; and birds & 

mircoplastics. At the City of Calgary, we have 

colleagues in different departments (Parks, 

Water, Waste and Recycling) that would make 

this informative and fun.    

 

RKP’s Environmental Education team shared 

information about interpretive signage, school 

visits, citizen science (Call of Wetland and 

FrogWatch) and is happy to consult about any of 

these topics or wetland education with Valdivia 

in the future. Thanks to WLI for connecting us! 

Contacts: 

Nalini Mohan 

Education Strategist 

Calgary Parks, Canada 

Nalini.Mohan@calgary.ca  

 

Montserrat Lara Sutulov 

Bióloga en RRNN y Medio Ambiente 

Valdivia, Chile 

montselara@gmail.com 

mailto:Nalini.Mohan@calgary.ca
mailto:Montserrat%20Lara%20Sutulov%20%3cmontselara@gmail.com%3e


Introduction to Finima Nature Park, Bonny Island, Nigeria 
One of WLI’s newest members, Finima Nature Park (FNP) is a freshwater swamp forest lying along Nigeria’s southern 

coastal area of Bonny Island, River State.  

FNP is divided into the Eastern and Western blocks. The park is for conservation, recreational 

activities and research in flora, fauna and cultural heritage of Bonny Island. It is approximately 1000 

hectares, with a core area of about 700 hectares and buffer zone of about 300 hectares. 

 

Banked at the south by the Atlantic Ocean, FNP is an important biosphere reserve and an eco-tourist 

destination. The park is home to a wide variety of ecosystems and forms of wildlife including 

endangered species of African Grey Parrot (Psittacus erithacus). The diversity of FNP is a good 

representation of the Niger Delta ecology, which affords a unique opportunity for research and 

educational activities. 

Nigerian LNG established in 1999 this Nature Reserve (FNP) to ensure that some of the environmental 

adverse effect of the people and companies’ activities are curtailed and also conserve areas of the 

Island in their natural state as much as possible. It is also part of NLNG's firm recognition and 

contribution to the national and global conservation objectives consistent with Rio Agenda 21, the 

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands and the contribution towards achieving the global Aichi Biodiversity 

Target of the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

FNP is presently being managed by a Park Management Consultant – the Nigerian Conservation 

Foundation (NCF). 

The activities carried out in FNP include but are not limited to Perimeter Patrol and Biodiversity 

Survey, Reforestation and Coastal Encroachment Monitoring, Research and Tourism. There are also 

Conservation Club Activities by different conservation clubs which have been established in over 50 

learning institutions in Bonny island: pupils and students are taught about environmental issues and 

how they can be part of the solution. FNP bird club members also hold periodical bird watching 

activities, to study the different species of birds that frequent the wetland. 

In 2020 they marked World Wetlands Day with activities reaching a diverse range of stakeholders, showing the 

importance of the site to the Nigerian Conservation Foundation, and to NLNG; from local children to national 

government. Young people from the National Youth Service Corp members, Save the Child Foundation Group of 

Schools, Victory Academy, Salem Education Center, Community Secondary School (UBE) helped clean 230 kg of 

waste from the beaches and planted trees. 

Also tree-planting were the Minister of 

State for Environment, represented by the 

Director of Forestry, Mr. Tiamiyu Sikiru, 

the Chairman of NCF National Executive 

Council, Chief Ede Dafinone 

accompanied by Mrs. Cordelia Agboti 

(who doubles as board members of both 

NLNG and NCF), Dr. Muktar Aminu-

Kano (Director General, NCF), General 

Manager, External Relation of NLNG, 

Mrs. Eyono Fatayi-Williams. 



Join the WLI children’s videoconferences!  
Every year WLI members make wetland centres the venue for fun activities around World Migratory Bird Day. In the 

initiative called Birds & Schools, children visit the centre, learn about migratory birds, and then have an online video 

conference with a similar group in the same migratory flyway. We are arranging multiple video conferences this year, so 

if you are interested in taking part please email connor.walsh@wwt.org.uk.  

World Migratory Bird Day happens on the first Saturday of May and October, to give people the opportunity to cele-

brate according to the migration status where they are. Environment for the Americas, migratorybirdday.org, have al-

ready published materials suitable for the Americas flyways and elsewhere.  

You can see the videos from previous years, and learn more on the WLI website: wli.wwt.org.uk/wmbd 

Internship 2020/21 
The WLI internship for 2020/21 is accepting applications! As before, it is based at 

the Wildfowl and Wetland Trust’s (WWT) Slimbridge Centre in the UK, for up to 

one year, ending in June 2021. The role has expanded to include other 

international engagement activities of WWT. So as well as helping WLI, the intern 

will help with the World Wetland Network, which is a network of NGOs and civil 

society organisations. We tailor the role to help the intern and WLI both build 

capacity; generally the tasks cover website and social media content, and liaising 

with members.     

See the WLI website for more details and the applications form–but the deadline is 

17 April, so be quick! wli.wwt.org.uk/intern 

Are you travelling between West Africa and western Europe? 
If so, you may be able to help a project in our East Atlantic Flyway initiative, Migratory Birds for People (MBP). 

Members of the public are donating their old binoculars and telescopes 

to us, to distribute to MBP partners in West Africa. We are collecting 

these optics at WWT Slimbridge in the UK; the most reliable way to 

get them to the region is for people who are travelling to Dakar, 

Senegal, to bring a few in their luggage. If you will be travelling 

between Dakar and the UK, and willing to take a few with you, please 

email the WLI team wli@wwt.org.uk. We are super grateful for your 

support! 

World Wetlands Day 
World Wetlands Day this year was themed on Biodiversity. The official event directory shows a stunning 1486 regis-

tered events around the world! See WorldWetlandsDay.org to explore. 

Twelve WLI members have shared their accounts of the day, in videos, photos, and articles. Have a look at 

wli.wwt.org.uk/wwd2020 to find out about algal bloom workshops, litter-picks, boat rides, quadrats, colouring-in, 

marches, radio broadcasts, and to find out just what Rob is doin’…  

The Wetlands Project 
On Earth Day, April 22, radio stations around the world with broadcast continuously the sounds of Saturna Island marsh 

in Canada. The organisers are looking for more community and web radios to carry the broadcast. Find out more on 

WetlandProject.com. 
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CEPA visit to Jiangsu Province and Shenzhen, China  

The coast of the Yellow Sea and Bohai Gulf in eastern China is a 

crucial stopover for wading birds on the East Asian Australasian 

Flyway. The local governments’ flagship protection mechanism has 

been applying for UNESCO World Natural Heritage Status. To this 

end, they have supported an annual symposium at the city of Yancheng 

to gather worldwide expertise. The effort was rewarded in 2019 when 

UNESCO inscribed thirteen sites there as World Natural Heritage. 

However, this required the area to change direction in how they planned their economic development. No longer able to 

reclaim vast amounts of mudflats, they want to use ecotourism and a wetland visitor centre to benefit the local economy.  

I co-chaired a three-hour session within the symposium, looking at 

CEPA, visitor centres, bird fairs and bird races. I was fortunate to be 

able to draw on the WLI network and introduce expert descriptions of 

the Suncheon Bay Eco-Museum and Hong Kong Wetland Park, and the 

network of Chinese wetland centre staff working with Shenzhen’s 

Mangrove Conservation Foundation (MCF) as well as the UK BirdFair. 

I also got to see some of the terrific CEPA work being done by Chinese 

organisations including ‘Let Birds Fly’ and the China Birdwatching 

Club. Both MCF’s Yan Baohua and Terry Townsend (aka Birding 

Beijing) are sort of ‘super-connectors’ in China’s wetland conservation 

scene and they helped me enormously.  

A WLI highlight came while we were just about to give the closing 

summaries: as I waited on the stage I could see the mayor of Yancheng 

city, sitting in the front row, reading the 20th Anniversary WLI leaflet 

(Chinese edition). We were far from the only group present at the 

symposium, but we made our mark.  

To jump-start birding tourism to the area, most of us attending the 

Symposium also took part in the first ever Yancheng International Bird 

Race. I was lucky enough to be on an expert team, MCF’s spoon-billed 

sandpiper project manager Chen Qing and WWF Hong Kong’s 

Director of Maipo Nature Reserve and Flyways, Wen Xianji. Perhaps 

best of all we were joined by the President of IUCN China, Zhang 

Xinsheng. The opportunity to share the pleasures of birding with him 

was simultaneously fun and a serious advocacy opportunity. Also great 

fun was our team winning a special ‘lucky dog’ prize for seeing the 

biggest number of the flagship species: the Spoon-billed Sandpiper. 

The prize was a set of binoculars that we donated to MCF’s education 

work. I was lucky enough to be in the area at the same time as an 

annual expedition to catch spoon-billed sandpipers and attach satellite 

trackers to them, and other wetland species. Joining them for just four days and nights, I got to see yet another aspect of 

CEPA: university students perfecting their skills banding wading birds. In particular, David Melville of WLI member 

Pūkorokoro Miranda Shorebird Centre sat all night with a team of students from across China and mentored them, 



helping when needed with aging and banding birds. 

Later I went to a visitor centre dedicated to another charismatic wetland species: the Red Crowned Crane National Nature 

Reserve is on the coast with a public area, including a striking building with museum, external performance area, and 

crane sanctuary. Many thanks to Dr Chen Yaqin for showing me around. They are keen participants in the China Coastal 

Wetland Conservation Network.   

Very aware than my flights to and from China carry a large carbon 

footprint, I was determined to drain every opportunity possible out of 

the trip. So I went to Shenzhen to learn first hand about MCF’s great 

work in visitor and education centres. They run multiple sites in the city, 

and generously shared their time with me. The museum in their 

Mangrove Ecology Park has interactive exhibits, both digital and more 

mechanical or optical. The permanent exhibition refers not just to 

species and habitats but also to the flyway context and the social history 

of the protected area. The final stage explains the site’s societal role, 

including volunteering (Shenzhen is knows as China’s ‘capital of volunteering’). This includes an ‘ask’, calling on 

visitors to consider volunteering or making donations to support their work.  

In another part of the city, people taking a stroll along the promenade might seek shade under the trees and find a 

traditional Chinese courtyard house–which is home to MCF’s education 

centre. Here there are hands-on exhibits, with displays, touch trays, and 

reveal drawers. There are also small demonstrations of rain water 

collection, pollinator-friendly plants, and other small-scale green 

activities that 

visitors can 

hope to try out 

in their own 

apartment 

homes. Huge 

thanks to Yan 

Baohua, Cao 

HUan, Teng 

Xun, Xu Yuman, Huang Fang, and Yin Yuzhu for their 

hospitality and support.  



Contact 
Head of WLI 
Chris Rostron  
WWT, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire GL2 7BT, UK 
T +44 (0)1453 891214 
E chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk 
W wli.org.uk 

Artwork from WLI members 

Clockwise from top left: DANAPURE Colombia, and 

the Conservation of Iranisan Wetlands Project both 

celebrated World Wetlands Day.  

MCF are helping limit the spread of COVID-19 around 

their centres in Shenzhen, China. 

Fundacion Montecito is campaigning to save the 

SueTy or Apolinar’s wren.  
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