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Dear WLI Colleague, 

 
The past six months seem to have disappeared pretty 
quickly, but looking back we have made great progress 

with WLI regional activities, working closely with our 
regional steering groups.  We held a very successful 
WLI Asia conference with colleagues in Suncheon, 

South Korea, bringing together partners from across 
the region to share best practice, discuss issues in 
common and plan for activities for the WLI Asia 

partnership.  We are now actively developing ideas for a 
WLI Asia hub, and looking at working with our Korean 

colleagues on a new Wetland Centre Manual, to be 
developed at a workshop at Seosan in early November.  
We’re also working with our partners in China to start 

planning the 5th WLI Asia conference in 2015 – it sounds 
early, but there is already a lot to do.  We’ve had the 
agreement from the State Forestry Department of PR 

China, and we are working with colleagues at WWF and 
Wetlands International to find a suitable host.  The 
event is likely to take place in early 2015. 

 
The Russian network of wetland centres has also 
developed a lot since our workshops in May earlier this 

year.  We’re currently working with Ramsar and 
Wetlands International to develop their CEPA action 
plan for European Russia, and hope that this will be a 

great tool to support how wetland centres can help 
raise awareness of the importance of wetlands in the 
region. 

 
Finally, we’re pleased to host the Ramsar CEPA 
oversight panel at our London Wetland Centre in early 

December.  The panel informs the CEPA programme 
for the convention, bringing together experts from 
around the world.  Having it at one of our busiest 

wetland centres will also give them an insight into 
wetland education on site.  We also hope to meet the 
new Secretary General of the Ramsar Convention, Dr 

Christopher Briggs, whilst at the meeting. 
 
I hope you find this edition of WLI World interesting and 

informative.  As ever, please let us know if you have an 
interesting story to tell and we will try to include it in 
the next update. 

 
 
 

 
Best regards, 
 

 
Chris Rostron 
Head of WLI 

 
 

 



 

World Wetlands Day 2013, 2nd February – Wetlands and 
Agriculture 

 

The World Wetland Day theme this year focusses on the 
relationship between wetlands and agriculture, an 

important area given the amount of people that rely on 

wetlands both directly and indirectly for growing of 
crops and livestock.  The slogan is ‘Wetlands and 

agriculture, partners for growth’ with an emphasis on 
the sustainable management of wetlands for 
agriculture, and recognition of the importance of 

wetlands to sustain agricultural systems.  
 
Here at WWT we use livestock to manage our wetlands, 

an example of ‘extensive’ grazing systems that results 
in high quality meat, livelihoods for local farmers, and a 
wetland that continues to support high biodiversity (see 

cows paddling in the River Severn, left – they’re not 
normally in this much water!). You can visit the Ramsar 
website to find our more, materials and a new leaflet 

will be ready soon.  It is also possible to sign up to a 
mailing list to ensure that you are sent the materials 
which are designed each year to be used at your 

wetland centre.

 

New Wetland Centre Manual – Seosan Workshop, 
November 2013 
 
In 2006 WLI produced a guide for those wishing to 

develop and run wetland centres, called ‘Developing a 
wetland centre’ and available via our website in six 

languages.  The manual covered 

many of the concepts behind 
why and how to develop a 
wetland centre, including ideas 

about the importance of CEPA 
activities (defining your 
audience, using specific 

interpretation techniques and 
communication key messages), 
practical considerations when 

developing a centre and 
surrounding site, and many 
other tips based on WWT’s 

experience from across its nine 
wetland centres.  

 

Using this manual as a starting point, we are working 
with Seosan City, South Korea, the Environmental 
Ecosystem Research Foundation (ERF) and the Ramsar 

Convention to bring experts from around the world to 
create a new one.  Case studies will be used to pull out 
lessons learnt and guidance on a range of wetland 

centre related themes, including: financial 

sustainability; 

masterplanning; 
sustainable 
building design; 

use and 
evalution of 
interpretation 

within the 
building. 
 

This will become 
a major new resource for those interested in creating 
wetland centres, and even those with wetland centres 

who are thinking about how they run the centre, and 
future development.  
 

We would love to hear any feedback you have on the 
existing manual, to help us to feed that back into the 
development of the new one.  The workshop is taking 

place from the 4th to the 8th of November this year, so 
please send any comments to me before the end of 
October.  

 
Chris Rostron, Head of WLI, chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk 

http://www.ramsar.org/cda/en/ramsar-activities-wwds-wwd2014index/main/ramsar/1-63-78%5E26287_4000_0__
http://wli.wwt.org.uk/resources/visitor-centres/
mailto:chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk


 

WLI North America – Webinar! 
 

WLI colleagues in North America are working together 
to deliver an on-line conference or Webinar on the 
impact of wetland centres on delivery of conservation 

goals.  We had hoped to have a face-to-face meeting  in 
Canada, but the current restrictions on travel made this 
unfeasible.  However, this will be the first webinar that 

WLI has held, and could pave the way for future such 
events.  In many ways they offer an ideal opporunity to 
share experience and develop ideas without any of the 

travel costs or time associated with a ‘conventional’ 
face-to-face conference.   
 

The webinar will take place on the 29th of October 2013 
and be split into three parts, covering wetland centre 
best practice, exploring evaluation of wetland 

engagement activities, 

and finally looking at 
how to develop the 
WLI North America 

network further.   
 
If you would like to 

take part, please visit 
the website to 
download the joining 

instructions.  We will report back on progress in the 
next issue. 
 

 
 
 

  

Suncheon International Wetland Centre 
 
Suncheon Bay is one of the representative Ramsar sites 
in Korea with 3 million visitors a year. The drastic surge 

of visitors to the bay area has caused serious 
environmental impacts on the bay, such as exhaust 
fumes and noise from visitors. To facilitate more lasting 

conservation policy for the bay, Suncheon city has 
created a garden 5.4 kilometers from the bay area, 
which will function as a buffer zone to safeguard the 

bay from downtown project. The city has also created a 
new visitor center at the garden expo site. See 
Suncheon Bay Garden Expo (Apr. 20 to Oct. 20, 2013) at 

http:www.2013expo.or.kr for more details. 
 
Suncheon Bay International Wetland Center, situated in 

the garden expo site, is two stories above ground and 
one story underground and is equipped with renewable 
energy system of sunlight and geothermal power which 

reduces 
energy 
consumption 

by 40%. As a 
visitor center, 
it has an audio 

visual room, 
experience 
gallery, a 

conference 
hall, exhibits, 
etc.  

 

During the expo, 
Martin Spray (CEO of 

WWT) will visit the city 
to discuss 
international 

collaboration between 
WWT and Suncheon 
city, which includes an 

assessment of the 
indoor and outdoor of the newly-made wetland center 
with the help of WWT consulting. Suncheon city expects 

more efficient management of the wetland center after 
the expo thanks to the results of this project. 
 

SBIWC will function as the main entrance to the bay 
area and visitor center to show the conservation value 
of the Suncheon Bay with education, displays, habitat 

restoration, research, and active CEPA programs. The 
wetland education program will be run at diverse ponds 
and wetlands around the center. In addition the center 

will develop its networking to create a national and 
international hub for migratory birds and wetlands.  

 

Ms Hwang, Sun Mi 
Manager, Department of 
Suncheon Bay Management, 

Suncheon City, South Korea 
E-mail. suaeda@korea.kr

 

http://wli.wwt.org.uk/regions/north-america/north-america-regional-initiatives/
mailto:suaeda@korea.kr


 

Belarus and France exchange programme 
 
International cooperation offers 
support for the preservation of 

wetlands, through joint decision-
making regarding shared 
problems. That’s why Berezinsky 

Biosphere Reserve,a Ramsar site 
(Belarus), Puszcza Kampinoska 
Biosphere Reserve, (Poland) and 

Vosges du Nord Biosphere Reserve 
(France), which share common 
natural conditions and are included 

in the intergovernmental program 
of UNESCO «Man and Biosphere» 

(MaB), decided to join their forces and work together. In 

all the three reserves much attention is paid to CEPA 
activities, i.e. ecological education of residents and 
visitors, particularly children and youngsters. 

 
In 2011, two employees of the Regional Nature Park 
Vosges du Nord and two workers of the educational 

centre Les Piverts visited a wetland centre in 
Berezinsky Biosphere Reserve to launch a new joint 
project on environmental education. The aim of the visit 

included exchange of best practice and work experience 
regarding ecological education, as well as 

implementation of 

specific educational 
tools and 
educational 

programs, which 
could be suitable for 
the Berezinsky 

Reserve. In October 
2012 during the 
seminar in France 

the staff members of Kampinoski National Park also 
joined this project. Participating in the workshop 
created the occasion for an inside view of the 

educational resources of Regional Park Vosges du 

Nord. As a result of last fruitful meeting the plans of 
cooperative work for the moment have been drawn up, 

and short- and long-term projects have been 
developed. This year the regular seminar will take 
place in 

Kampinoski 
educational 
center. 

 
For the educators 
of Berezinsky 

Biosphere 
Reserve wetland 
centre, it was very 

useful to learn the 
strategies of ecological education and games for 
children and youth that are used by their colleagues. 

The main outcomes we will see during the further 
practice, but now we have a common plan of working 
for the nearest future:  

1) Firstly, editorial and publication of an article about 
environmental education conducted in the cooperating 
parks; 

2) Secondly, creation of a five-language (Russian, 
Polish, French, English and German), illustrated 
dictionary of the cooperating biosphere reserves’ flora 

and fauna species, main habitats and general terms, 
which will be published digitally; 
3) and finally, creating an educational game for kids 

about the cooperating biosphere reserves, which will be 
aimed at the parks’ visitors and pupils of local schools. 
The game will be shared and identical for all three 

parks, created in three languages. Now in process of 
development, should be finished and tested during the 
next seminar on September 2013. 

 
Contact: Anastasia Ryzhkova, Berezinsky Biospher 
Reserve, E: a.ryzhkova@tut.by  

 
 

WLI Asia 
The 4th WLI Asia meeting took place in late April this 
year, hosted by Suncheon City, South Korea, and 

organised with KFEM, Friends of the Earth Korea.  The 
event attracted over 50 participants from Korea and 
across the Asia Region, and included a visit to the new 

Suncheon International Wetland Centre (see article 
above).  The conference included presentations from a 
diverse range of wetland centres, workshops to plan 

and develop the WLI 
Asia network, and 

field trips to local 
wetlands.   
 

Outcomes of the 
meeting inluded the 
following: 

mailto:a.ryzhkova@tut.by


 

 
- The need for regional support 
for WLI Asia to develop the 

network, through a part or full-
time post. 
- Plans for WLI, EAAFP and the 

Ramsar Regional Centre to 
work more closely together. 
- The need for new guidance 

and resource for those working 
in wetland centres, particularly 
in the rapidly developing 

number of Chinese wetland 
parks. 

- An agreement to hold the next conference in China, 
and to develop further the WLI China network with 
existing colleagues. 

 
We are busy working on these objectives, and the WLI 
Asia steering group continues to meet regularly.  You 

can also see the latest EAAP / WLI joint newsletter at 
our website.  
 

Finally, we are working with colleagues in WWF China 
and Wetlands International China to plan for the 5th WLI 
Asia meeting, and we have started to contact possible 

host cities for the event.  This is likely to take place in 
early 2015, just before the next Ramsar Conference.

 

 

Ramsar CEPA oversight panel – CEPA 
 
As mentioned in the introduction, the CEPA oversight 
panel will be meeting in early December at WWT 

London Wetland Centre.  The panel plays a vital role in 
informing the convention and its partners on how best 
to carry out good communication and education, not 

only at a local level, but also within the structure of the 
Ramsar Convention.   
 

As an international convention, it can sometimes be 
confusing to those that are not used to acronyms such 
as COPs, STRP and even CEPA (communication, 

education, participation and awareness).  One of the 
issues on the agenda will be to explore alternatives for 
the CEPA acronym.  If we are to show best practice in 

communication, then the programme should, of course, 
be called something that most people will understand!   
 

However, as the audience is international, finding a 
short, snappy title is not that easy.  When the panel met 

last, we discussed calling it the Engagement 
Programme, Wetlands 
and People 

Programme, Ramsar 
Awareness 
Programme, or 

Capacity Programme, 
amongst others.  We 
would like to know if 

you have any ideas for 
alternative names that 
give an easily 

understandable title for 
what is a broad and fairly diverse programme.  Please 
drop me a line with your suggestions before the 

beginning of December, and we will add it to the list.

 
WLI future plans 

 

We are about to submit a bid to the Ramsar secretariat 
to develop the WLI Neotropics network, in partnership 
with the Fundación Kennedy.  The bid aims to create a 

‘community’ of wetland CEPA practitioners across the 
region, hold a small conference and agree plans for 
building activity across the Neotropics. 

 
As above we will also be holding the WLI North America 
workshop, and hope that across the Americas as a 

whole the WLI network will become better known and 
more active. 
 

We also hope to visit the Ramsar Regional Centre 

Central and West Asia as part of a planning session to 
deliver their future work.  The RRC CWA works to 
deliver training and capacity building in the region, and 

is supported by the Iranian government. 
 
Finally, our annual Migratory Birds for People 

progamme meeting takes place in Sweden from the 29th 
September to the 2nd of October, at Lake Takern.  Our 
colleagues have recently created a brand new wetland 

centre there, and have agreed to host the meeting, 
which we are most grateful for.

 

http://wli.wwt.org.uk/2013/09/members/asia/asia-news/wli-eaafp-joint-newsletter/
mailto:%20chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk
http://rrc-cwa.com/
http://rrc-cwa.com/
http://wli.wwt.org.uk/regions/europe/europe-regional-initiatives/migratory-birds-for-people-programme/


 

Contact 
 

Head of WLI 
 
Chris Rostron  
 

WWT, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire GL2 7BT, UK 
T +44 (0)1453 891214 
E chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk 

W wli.org.uk 

mailto:chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk

