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Dear WLI Colleague, 

 

With the Ramsar COP (Conference of the Parties) 

happening in early June in Uruguay, and 

discussions planned for Ramsar’s CEPA 
programme, it highlights the importance of wetland 

centres in communicating to visitors just how 

important, fragile and fascinating wetlands and 

their wildlife are.  We will be holding a side event 

at the COP to present the activities of wetlands 

centres and the WLI network, and hope that this 

message will be positively received by all the 

country governments that attend the meeting.  See 

the article later on in this edition for more 

information. 

We are also very excited at the progress of our 

exchange programme between the United States 

and the Russia.  It’s a great example of how we can 
share experience between partners, looking at how 

wetland education and communication works in 

countries that are very different in their 

approaches.  The project will end with a 

conference in New Jersey, US, and we will 

produce a final report that will, we hope, be useful 

across the network. 

Finally, we recently held a planning meeting for 

the European network, Migratory Birds for People, 

hosted at Staatsbosbeheer’s excellent new 
‘temporary’ wetland centre in Oostvaardersplassen.  
The results from discussions with a group of 

around ten people were very helpful.  Most centres 

would like to see a set of simple resources that they 

can all use, for example regular information (from 

the MBP newsletter) and basic PowerPoint-based 

film of the flyway, migrating birds and the role of 

the centres.  We are working on this right now and 

will promote it soon.  I hope you find the 

newsletter useful, but of course we welcome your 

comments, suggestions and stories for future 

versions. 

Best regards, 

 
Chris Rostron 

Head of WLI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Wetland Centres in Latin 

America and the Caribbean  
The regional meeting held in November 2014 of 

wetland centres and projects across Latin America 

and the Caribbean, was attended by about 40 

people coming together in northern Chile, hosted 

by the Centro de Estudios de Humedales in Pica.  

Presentations and discussions showed that many 

projects across the region are based on local 

activities around wetlands, and not necessarily 

involving a built wetland centre, and that currently 

there is little communication or support for these 

centres.  It was also noted that although local 

community involvement is very important, this is 

also not well integrated into existing wetland 

projects.   

Since then, the 

core group of 

active 

organisations 

has been 

meeting by 

Skype, and planning a side event at the Ramsar 

COP in June.  We hope that this will be an 

opportunity to further discuss how wetland centre 

networks in the region can be strengthened, and the 

role of local wetland project recognised better.  For 

more information, contact Carolina Vera Burgos, 

CEH. 

 

Sungei Buloh wetland reserve, buffered 
 

Sungei Buloh Wetland Park Singapore, was first 

opened in 1993. In 2002, 130 hectares were 

officially gazetted as a Nature Reserve and 

renamed Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve to better 

reflect its status. In the same year, it was 

recognised as a site of international importance for 

migratory birds and awarded a certificate by 

Wetlands International, marking the reserve's 

formal entry into the East Asian Australasian 

Shorebird Site Network, which includes Australia's 

Kakadu National Park, China's Mai Po – Inner 

Deep Bay and Japan's Yatsu Tidal Flats. And in 

2003, Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve became 

Singapore's first ASEAN Heritage Park. 

Since Dec 2014, Sungei Buloh has expanded to 

include 202ha of mangroves, mudlflats, ponds and 

forests, providing an even larger sanctuary for the 

flora and fauna that call it home. This includes the 

newest extension that houses a brand new Visitor 

Centre, Nature Gallery and new trails for visitors to 

explore and enjoy. Six new themed guided walk 

had been rolled out to compliment the new trails to 

bring visitors on a journey into the natural wonder 

that Sungei Buloh has to offer. This new extension 

is situated along Kranji Way, and is easily 

accessible by public transport, bringing Sungei 

Buloh even closer to the public. For more 

information contact Azlin Sani, Manager / 

Conservation Outreach. 
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Migratory Birds for People update 
 

At the beginning of 

February a group of wetland 

centre representatives 

gathered at the 

Oostvaardersplassen 

wetland centre, the 

Netherlands, to discuss the 

development of the 

Migratory Birds for People 

(MBP) network.  Our 

colleague Katja Fedrowitz 

undertook a detailed survey 

of the wetland centre 

members of the network, 

holding Skype and phone 

interviews with nearly 20 

wetland centres which gave 

us a great picture of how the 

network can help its members.  The key outcomes 

were that: 

- All centres could use a simple film that 

highlights the importance of the flyway and 

the role of wetland centres across our 

network.  This is being developed by Katja 

- Small projects that can be delivered without 

additional funding, using our own time and 

existing resources, are the most helpful.  

These can include 

translating the 

poster, sharing 

information 

resources between 

centres, developing 

the wetland centre 

audit, and a 

webcam workshop 

at our next annual 

meeting in 

September, at 

Urdaibai Bird 

Center, the Basque 

country, northern 

Spain. 

- Communication amongst members is very 

important, and the newsletter and updates 

are very important.  However information 

needs to be sent in a simple and clear 

format. 

A funding expert also came to give us advice, and 

we are now working with him and our Dutch 

colleagues to develop an approach or project that 

will attract larger funding to support the network.  

Thanks again to colleagues at Staatsbosbeheer and 

Oostvaadersplassen for hosting the meeting. 

 

 

John Bunker Sands wetland centre 
 

One of our 

newest 

members, this 

centre is 

unusual in that 

it is based at a 

manmade 

wetland, 

created for its 

value in 

purifying and storing water, rather than 

biodiversity.  John Bunker Sands (JBS) Wetland 

Center overlooks hundreds of acres of diverse 

wetland habitat, from where you can hear the 

sounds of numerous insects, bullfrogs, migrating 

waterfowl and the low bellow of an American 

alligator in the distance.   

Known as the East Fork Wetland Project, this 2000 

acre manmade wetland naturally filters water from 

a nearby river then pumps the cleansed water to a 

reservoir 43 miles north for use by millions of 

people living in North Texas.  This cutting edge 

project is the result of a partnership of the North 

Texas Municipal Water District and The Caroline 

Rose Hunt family to help meet the water supply for 

a growing population of North Texas.   

http://wli.wwt.org.uk/regions/europe/europe-regional-initiatives/migratory-birds-for-people-programme/
http://wli.wwt.org.uk/2015/03/members/north-america/north-america-regional-members/john-bunker-sands-wetland-centre/


 

The JBS Wetland Center was opened as the hub of 

environmental education and research relating to 

water conservation, wetland systems and wildlife 

management. The mission of the Wetland Center 

extends the conservation legacy of the late John 

Bunker Sands and offers education and research 

opportunities for 4
th

 – 

College that focuses 

on Wetland Ecology, 

Plant Ecology, 

Wildlife Management, 

Bird Adaptations and 

Water Conservation.  

Public programming 

occurs on the first and 

third Saturdays each month including self-guided 

and guided bird tours, specialty flora & fauna 

workshops, Nature Story time and American Bald 

Eagle hikes. Please visit the website for further 

information www.wetlandcenter.com, or contact 

John DeFilipo, centre manager.

  

WLI future plans 
 

Don’t forget that World 

Migratory Bird Day is 

taking place on the 9-

10
th

 of May, using the 

theme ‘Make energy 
bird-friendly’.  At 
wetland centres there 

are already great 

examples of changing 

the design of electricity pylons, putting electric 

cables underground, and using renewables to 

reduce our dependence on fossil fuels, linked to 

climate change.  Take a look at their website for 

more ideas and materials. 

 

We will also be attending the Ramsar COP in June 

in Uruguay.  This is a great opportunity to develop 

contacts with the Ramsar Convention, have an 

input to the CEPA oversight panel, and WWT is 

also set to become the 6
th

 International 

Organisation Partner (IOP) for the convention.  For 

those of you heading to the COP, we hope to see 

you there. 

 

We are also busy planning for the 5
th

 WLI Asia 

conference, taking place in China in early 

September this year.  Work with the Ramsar 

Regional Centre East Asia, the East Asia 

Australasia Flyway Partnership (EAAFP), 

Wetlands International and the Chinese State 

Forestry Administration is well under way and we 

hope to be announcing the event shortly. 

 

Finally, we would like to ask you to ‘recommend a 
friend’ for WLI.  If you know of other centres, 

please send them our contact details and ask them 

to join.  We now have over 300 centres belonging 

to the network but we would like to reach 500 in 

the next three years.  Please help us achieve that! 
 

 

Contact 
 

Head of WLI 
 

Chris Rostron  

 

WWT, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire GL2 7BT, UK 

T +44 (0)1453 891214 

E chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk 

W wli.org.uk 

http://www.wetlandcenter.com/
mailto:%20jdefillipo@wetlandcenter.com
http://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
http://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
http://www.ramsar.org/about/the-conference-of-the-contracting-parties
mailto:chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk

