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Dear WLI Colleague, 

Welcome to the WLI 

bulletin for the second 

half of 2018. With the 

new bulletin, a new 

editor. I am newly 

arrived at the Wildfowl 

and Wetlands Trust 

(WWT) as International Engagement Officer, 

supporting the head of WLI, Chris Rostron. I very 

much look forward to working with you–please 

do get in touch! 

 

I arrive at a busy time for wetlands centres, 

conservationists, and users. After three years it is 

time again for the Ramsar Conference of the 

Parties (COP13), this time happening in Dubai. 

Chris will be there on behalf of WWT, and looks 

forward to meeting some of you there. Also in 

recent weeks, Ramsar have already launched the 

Global Wetland Outlook; and even closer to 

home, the Migratory Birds for People annual 

meeting has just taken place in France. This was 

my first engagement for WWT and it was a great 

introduction to what WLI does and means. We 

discussed the various approaches we had taken 

on World Migratory Bird Day, as well as learning 

about the successes and challenges of members 

in Europe and Africa. 

 

 

 

In WLI World this time have stories from wetland 

centres in Canada, China, Russia, Spain, and Sri 

Lanka. We hear about integrating live music into 

an urban wetlands centre; a family nature survey; 

a birding contest; pond-dipping with business 

support; and some fun on how waterbirds dress-

up to attract a mate.   

 

As always, if you have any updates you’d like to 

share with the network, please let us know, and 

we will include them in the next bulletin or on 

our website. 

Best, 

 

 

Connor Walsh 

International Engagement Officer, WWT



 

Canada: opening a new dock at Ralph Klein Park 
 

In June, Calgary Parks 

opened the new 

ConocoPhillips Canada 

Dock at Ralph Klein 

Park. The opening day, 

celebrated with 

Conoco Phillips 

Canada families, 

provided opportunities 

for participants to dip 

their nets into the 

wetland and 

introduced them to 

the fascinating 

“creatures” that lie beneath and sustain our 

watershed. The fun continued throughout the 

summer months as we were able to share pond 

dipping experiences with multiple youth and 

their families through our summer drop-in 

programming. We look forward to being able to 

continue the learning experiences as we 

welcome back our school groups and the 

participants of our Mud Between my Toes 

program.  

 

Since 2006, Mud Between my Toes has been 

proudly delivered by Calgary Parks in partnership 

with ConocoPhillips Canada. This innovative 

environmental 

education 

program 

provides 

participants 

with opportunities to gain new knowledge about 

wetland ecosystems, participate in a hands-on 

learning activities, and enhances their 

understanding of the important role they play in 

the stewardship of our natural environments.   

 

Ralph Klein Park is home to an award winning 

Environmental Education Centre, school and 

public programs, a natural playground, trails, an 

urban orchard and a constructed wetland that 

improves stormwater quality in southeast 

Calgary. This new dock will ensure that we have 

the capacity to offer pond dipping experiences 

and continue to develop citizen’s understanding 

of their local wetlands for years to come.  

 

If you would like to visit Ralph Klein Park, phone 

+1 403-268-2489. Read more about the park on 

their profile on the WLI website.   

https://wli.wwt.org.uk/2012/11/members/wli-americas/north-america-regional-members/ralph-klein-park-environmental-education-ethics-centre/


 

China: Tongli National Wetland Park’s Nature Activity 
 

This summer, we carried out a series of nature 

activities in Tongli National Wetland Park, one of 

which was Paying a Visit to Jiangnan Indigenous 

Peoples (拜访江南原住民). On July 16th, visitors 

saw the secret of different wetland species 

through the guidance and practice of our eco-

guides.  

  

Our eco-guides invited family-group visitors to 

assemble in the nature classroom, where the 

introduction included giving them eight fabric 

tote bags. Inside each bag? Three big sealable 

bags, three wetland plant survey tables, two 

botanical specimen boxes, and a marker. 

 

The eco-guides led the families observing the 

species along the wetland walkway 

outside. After a while, one of them 

found an invertebrate, a cicada 

slough (Periostracum cicadae), and 

told the visitors about it, especially 

the vital relationship between 

insects and wetlands. 

 

Next, we moved to the east of the 

cedar forest and were struck by the 

sound of birds singing everywhere.  

 

Then a child suddenly spotted a broken eggshell 

on the ground, and asked if we might encounter 

some baby birds nearby. Aha! The eco-guide 

explained how when the chick is hatched and 

grows up, it pushes away the eggshells to get 

more space at the nest. That leaves behind the 

shell the visitor found. 

  

After that, eco-guides had everybody pick a type 

of plant to sample, putting it into the sealed 

bags or the botanical specimen box, before 

returning to the nature classroom. 

  

After a short break, the new class began. Firstly, 

eco-guides taught the families to fill in the 

wetland plant survey tables, combining the 



 

tactile and intellectual processes of writing, thus 

deepening the value of wetland plants in the 

children’s minds.  

 

Then they had them take the plant samples of 

the sealed bags and the botanical specimen 

boxes. The eco-guides told the children to 

evenly spread acrylic paint onto the samples. 

  

Lastly, the eco-guides directed them to carefully 

press the leaves onto the fabric tote bags. 

Children and adults were thrilled to see the 

elaborate patterns of the leaves now painted 

onto the bags. 

  

What we gained from this activity is not only the 

beautiful plant rubbings, but also the 

unforgettable nature experience with each other 

in Tongli National Wetland Park, and the further 

lesson that we should unceasingly love and 

protect our wetland environment.  

 

If you would like to visit Tongli, email the 

General Manager Pang Haiyan. Read more about 

the park on their WLI member profile

Russia: Birding Rally Geese and Swans – 2018

The birding rally Geese and Swans – 2018 took 

place in the Central Forest State Biosphere 

Reserve in Tver region in May. 

 

The NGO Birds and People organised it in 

partnership with the Russian Centre for Support 

of Protected Areas of the Ministry 

of Natural Resources and Ecology 

of Russia. The main objective of 

nine teams (42 participants) from 

Moscow and Tver region, who 

came to the competition, was to 

photograph and identify as many 

species of birds as they could. 

mailto:2485789506@qq.com
https://wli.wwt.org.uk/2017/02/members/asia-membership/tongli-wetland-park


 

The route of the rally covered different parts of 

the park, where participants could find a variety 

of birds. Photographing birds is 

quite difficult – the “model” 

carefully hides in the trees and 

bushes and flies at the slightest 

human movement. However, the 

results were very impressive. 

 

Such competitions are very 

popular abroad, but, 

unfortunately, not yet common in 

our country. Our birding rally has 

once again shown that this 

activity can and should be 

developed and promoted. Firstly, 

this is a great active family holiday in the fresh 

air; secondly, birding helps the layman learn 

more about the fauna of birds, as well as 

working with the bird guides, and thirdly, it is a 

kind of scientific research, since it helps identify 

the distribution of habitats of birds, the 

frequency of their occurrence, and even, as in 

this case, identify new species for the region.  

 

The Most Northern Birding 

In the beginning of June the Partnership "Birds 

and People" with the support of Kenozersky 

National Park took part in ornithological 

research and "Birder School" in the Onega 

Pomorye National Park, in the Arkhangelsk 

Region. 

 

Through the Onega Peninsula of the White 

Sea—from Una Bay of the Dvina Bay to the 

Ukhta Bay of the Onega river Bay—the Northern 

Dvina river-Onega river flyway is part of the 

global White Sea-Baltic (North Atlantic) 

migration route. Hundreds of thousands of birds 

returning the Arctic coast of Russia, from the 

Kola Peninsula to Taimyr, from Africa and 

Southern Europe, annually follow this corridor. 

 

The full list of birds in the national park “Onega 

Pomorye" holds 206 species; 19 of them were 

photographed by the young participants of the 

competitions, which was the first in the 

Arkhangelsk region and the Russian North of the 

competitions - Onega Spring-2018. Participants 

in the competition were teams of grade 5–8 

pupils from the Purnemäe School who had 

previously participated in the training. 



 

 

We would like to organize large-scale 

competitions that will gather teams from 

the entire Arkhangelsk region, and 

discussing this possibility as another step in 

our cooperation with the national park. 

  

If you would like to find out more contact Julia 

Gorelova of Birds and People. 

Spain: Spring fever… love is in the air  
 

In spring, the temperatures rise, there are more 

hours of daylight, and our mood improves. We 

notice the urge to get out more, to have more 

contact with other, and, why not, to look for a 

new love. 

 

Nature is always a good ‘mirror’ to look at, and 

when it comes to looking for a mate, birds may 

be a fine source of inspiration. Here are some of 

the fine-feathered techniques that birds use to 

sweep a partner off their (webbed) feet. Stay 

tuned for the fanciest tricks! 

 

Just… powdering my nose…  

Scientists from the Doñana Biological Station 

have discovered that flamingos use ‘makeup’ 

before the breeding 

season. Using his beak 

like a brush, he smears 

the whitest feathers with 

a secretion that he gets 

from the uropygial gland, 

located near his tail. This 

‘makeup’ consists of oil 

and pink ‘paint’, composed 

of some pigments called 

carotenoids. The flamingo 

gets this these from eating 

small shrimp called artemia. In this way, they 

manage to attract the attention of a partner 

during courtship because, according to 

researchers, the pinker flamingos are more 

attractive: they find a partner earlier, and can 

choose the best place in the breeding colony.  

 

Dress to impress 

For many birds the arrival of spring is a good 

time to get out their best feather outfits and 

hang up the functional winter coat, for a fresher 

and more striking look.  

mailto:julia-gorelova@yandex.ru
mailto:julia-gorelova@yandex.ru
https://wli.wwt.org.uk/2012/08/members/europe/europe-members/birds-and-people/


 

 

Black-necked grebe, normal plumage (left) and breeding 

plumage (right)  

 

The way to the heart is though food…  

Leading the parade, the male little tern arrives to 

offer the female a tasty gift: a freshly caught fish. 

The idea being to show that he is a great 

fisherman and can deliver extra food when she 

needs it most (when she’s producing the eggs). 

If she accepts it, they will be a couple 

throughout her life. Here’s a video of the 

courtship.  

Dirty dancing 

For the great crested grebe, the best way to 

choose your partner is by judging how well 

they dance. During the courtship they perform 

a beautiful choreography moving their neck 

and head, culminating with a synchronized 

dance on the water, celebrating that they have 

found someone with whom to start a 

new family. Watch them dance.  

 

Aerobatic appeal 

In raptors like the golden eagle the 

courtship consists of a succession of high 

flights and dives by the male to impress his 

partner, sometimes reaching 160 km/h. 

Sometimes the female turns her back and 

presents her claws to the male. Here’s a video.  

 

In the case of the common shelduck the dance 

is almost exclusively with the neck, rocking their 

head back and forth, and is accompanied by a 

song, with which the pairing is assured. 

 

If you would like to learn more about the Salinas 

de San Pedro centre, email them or visit their 

WLI profile.   

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_q3w0JNZuys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_q3w0JNZuys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbRrxw-H6xA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=koWpTZ8Jo-s
mailto:salinasdesanpedro@gmail.com
https://wli.wwt.org.uk/2015/12/members/europe/europe-regional-news-europe/long-journey-of-the-shorebirds-salinas-de-san-pedro/


 

Sri Lanka: Nature Concert at Diyasaru Wetland Park 
“Hearing the Silence” is a symphony orchestra 

nature concert which was held at Diyasaru 

Wetland Park in Colombo, Sri Lanka. It was a 

spectacle showing harmony between nature with 

music. The event was organized and conducted 

by a noted pianist, Sagara Wijesinghe, with a 

large orchestra, and artists from other fields such 

as art, drama and cinema all contributing to a 

lively event. Diyasaru Wetland Park provides 

nature-based relaxation, and happiness, for 

stressed urban citizens. So this green concert 

was the opportunity for people to enjoy nature's 

beauty through the music; and to understand 

the relationship between the music and nature. 

The program started with a “Musical Green 

Walk” to give momentum and build anticipation 

in the audience. After the overture, the audience 

was able to listen to eight nature “leitmotivs” 

such as “Wonder of Nature”, “Rustling the 

Leaves”, and “Bird makes nests” etc.  

 

Not only that: 

while music 

was going on, 

three painters 

were painting 

what they saw 

around the 

wetland while 

listening to the 

music. 

 

The climax of 

this concert 

was when 

musicians were 

blending their 

music with the surrounding sounds–the sounds 

made by flocks of water birds who flying back to 

roosting sites at Diyasaru during the dusks. 

Engaging with the sounds of nature helped the 

audience to relax.  

 

 

 

 



 

The event was closed by Chief Seattle reading 

his letter to the 

American President.  

 

Through this event, it 

was understood that 

urban wetland 

centers are best 

places to bring art 

and nature together and make people more 

nature sensitive. 

 

If you wish to visit Diyasaru 

Wetland Park, contact Chethika 

Gunasiri. Read more on their 

WLI member profile. 

 

 

mailto:sllrdcwmu@gmail.com
mailto:sllrdcwmu@gmail.com
https://wli.wwt.org.uk/2015/01/members/asia/asia-members/biodiversity-study-park-thalawathugoda/


 

WLI future plans 

Over the next six months we will be attending the 

13th Ramsar Conference of the Parties (COP13) in 

Dubai. This gives us a great chance to work with 

partners from across the globe, to review and input 

to the delivery of Ramsar CEPA programme, and to 

hold several side events showing what wetland 

centres are delivering worldwide. 

 

Connor Walsh, our new International Engagement 

Officer, will be getting to grips with the WLI network, 

developing the new website for launch, and getting 

much more active on some of our social media 

pathways.  He will be in touch with many of you over 

the next few months, so expect a call or an e-mail 

soon! 

 

Our Americas webinars will develop over the northern 

winter and in the spring will discuss the theme of 

twinned sites. We are working to develop 

relationships between sites in North America and 

Latin America, and then ask them to present what 

common issues they share, and what they have learnt 

from each other.  

 

We are also about to start a new European project, 

working with partners from Norway, the UK, Spain 

and Portugal, to develop a project that support 

school groups to monitor the impacts of climate 

change at wetland centres.  This will involve exchange 

visits, work with schools and teachers, and developing 

an online tool to upload and share results. 

 

As ever, look out for news and updates on our 

website, and don’t forget to share the information 

with any colleagues and friends that are also 

interested in wetland centres. 

 

Contact 
 

Head of WLI 

Chris Rostron  

WWT, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire GL2 7BT, UK 

T +44 (0)1453 891214 

E chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk 

W wli.org.uk 

Migratory Bird for People (MBP) annual meeting in September 

2018 at the Maison du Lac de Grand Lieu, France.  

mailto:chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk

