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Dear WLI Colleague, 

 

Welcome to your update for September 2019.  

 

As ever Wetland Link International, members 

have been busy inspiring love for wetlands.  

This edition of the Bulletin unfurls in the many 

journeys we take towards that; from the literal 

journey of a school trip to a wetland in the 

north of Bulgaria, to the long journey from 

private land to becoming a reserve that hosts 

education projects; from a personal journey from 

lawyer to WLI intern, to the journey engaging 

with many stakeholders over a wide area in Iran.  

And the artworks that can take journeys, from 

one wetland centre to another. Plus science and 

training!   

   

As always, thank you to everyone who 

contributed to the newsletter this time, and if 

you have any updates you’d like to share with 

the network, please let us know, and we will 

include them in the next bulletin or on our 

website. 

Best,  

 

 

Connor Walsh 

International Engagement Officer, WWT 



 

Let’s meet!  
 

 

WLI members from three continents will soon be meeting in person.  

 

WLI Asia’s seventh conference will be in Taipei from 

2nd to 6th December this year. They have created a 

mini-website dedicated to the conference. Here you 

can find out about how to attend, register a booth, 

where to stay, and more. As usual, you can expect to 

meet like-minded wetlands educators and share 

opportunities for cooperation and learning. You will 

also get to visit the excellent Guandu Nature Park and 

Taipei Zoo!  

Register via the special mini-site, or use your 

smartphone to scan the QR code in the photo.  

 

 

Half way around the world and WLI members 

of the East Atlantic Flyway initiative will also 

be gathering, at their annual meeting. It will 

be hosted the wetland centre at Slimbridge, 

UK. As well as the usual wrap-up of activities 

from 2019 and look forward to 2020, we will 

also look at communicating scientific research 

at wetland centres. The full programme is 

online at MigratoryBirdsForPeople.org. 

Registration closed in August but if you are 

keen to attend please contact wli@wwt.org.uk 

to see if there are cancellations.  

 

What conferences will you be attending in 

2020? Let us know by email and we will see 

about coordinating fringe meet-ups between 

WLI members!  

 

https://sites.google.com/view/wli-asia-conference/home
mailto:wli@wwt.org.uk
mailto:wli@wwt.org.uk


 

Green Balkans is a Bulgarian non-governmental organization, working in the field of conservation of 

rare species and habitats for the past 30 years. In 2018, the organization started implementing a 

‘NATURA 2000 – New Horizons’ GIE/BG/371 project, supported by the LIFE program of the European 

Commission. The project aims to change attitudes and raise public awareness on the NATURA 2000 

network, using flagship, easily identifiable species from the EU Directives on Birds and Habitats. 

Since the beginning of the project plenty of educational lectures for children and youth have been 

organised, including national campaigns for Natura 2000 Day and World Wetlands Day.  

 

Introducing the natural heritage of the Natura 

2000 sites and their importance to local 

communities is one of the main instruments 

for attracting citizen support. 

In May, the project team took an adventure 

trip to the north of Bulgaria, to Eastern 

Dobrudzha. An open-air lesson took place in 

the Suha reka Special Protection Area for Birds 

(SPA) together with students from the primary 

school of the Zhitnitsa village, which 

comprises children from several settlements. 

Village school adventure! 
 

https://wli.wwt.org.uk/2019/02/europe/world-wetlands-day-in-green-balkans/


 

 

 

The modest nature conservation expedition introduced the bird, cave, insect and aquatic world to 

the students in this haven of wildlife in the midst of the plain landscapes. 

Using binoculars and a telescope our young participants got familiar with the bird diversity, and 

explored the cave fauna, which includes 10 bat species (33 of 35 European bat species are found in 

Bulgaria, all of which are protected by the Biodiversity Act). 

Working with local communities, especially in areas with high biological diversity, the pure 

excitement of the students and their curiosity towards the surrounding world and all information 

regarding it is a proof that environmental education from an early age is a necessary step towards 

the successful conservation of Europe’s unique natural heritage. 

For more information about the project environmental education and awareness raising activities 

about the NATURA 2000, visit our website. Learn more about Green Balkans on the WLI website.  

 

 

 

mailto:https://greenbalkans.org/en/
mailto:https://greenbalkans.org/en/


 

Grand-Lieu Lake Centre 

working on traveling 

exhibitions 
 

The Grand-Lieu Lake Centre is an environmental 

education centre, close to Nantes, in France. We 

raise people’s awareness of wetland protection 

through public, school, scientist and professional 

visits. We organize tours, courses, workshops and 

conferences. We also produce temporary 

exhibitions on wetlands that can be rented by 

other wetlands centres.  

 

 

 

In 2018, we created and presented an exhibition called ‘Amazing Travellers’ at the centre. What is this 

exhibition about? Discovering wetlands and meeting amazing travellers! Many animal species depend 

on the presence of wetlands to live, and some animals migrate or disperse over long distances to get 

to these places, to feed or reproduce. What are 

they? Where do they go? How do they move? 

To learn all about these amazing travellers and 

to follow their adventures along the water, we 

invite you to discover their challenging routes 

with pitfalls and barriers.  

This exhibition has already been rented by 

three other environmental centres in France.  



 

On the 2nd of May 2019, an exhibition on the 

kingfisher started at the centre. This is a photo 

exhibition created by the Grand-Lieu Lake Centre 

and the professional photographer Erwan 

Balança. This exhibition also includes information 

and videos on kingfisher ecology and an angling 

game for children. Although the exhibition 

poster you see here is in French, each panel and 

information in this exhibition is also available in 

English.  

 

We are working on the next temporary exhibition which will focus on the representation of wetlands 

in the arts. The aim of this exhibition is to promote literary and artistic works dealing with wetlands. 

We will discuss the representation of wetlands and the ambivalence of their perception throughout 

history (from ancient times to the present day in Europe). The exhibition will take place in our 

premises from spring to winter 2020. If you are interested in renting these exhibitions, do not 

hesitate to contact Grand-Lieu Lake Centre. 

 

Birds and Schools 2019 review 
 

 

More than 160 school children visited their local 

wetland centre and then spoke online to 

counterparts elsewhere in their bird flyway on 10 

May 2019. To mark World Migratory Bird Day, WLI 

members once again held video conferences 

across country and continental boundaries. We call 

it ‘Birds and Schools’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the East Atlantic Flyway, our 

initiative Migratory Birds for People 

connected two groups of schools, 

one in English and one in French;  

 

WLI Americas connected schools in 

English from Canada to Colombia  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in Luxembourg, France, and Senegal visited their centres at Biodiversum Remerschen, La 

Maison du Lac de Grand Lieu, Saloum and Kallisaye in the week before. Just like almost every group, 

they had collected plastic waste that they found on their wetland. 

 

Meanwhile children in the Netherlands, Terschelling and the Almere Aeres high school near the 

Oostvaardersplassen; England’s Walsingham Primary school near Cley Marsh, and the Urretxindorra 

high school near Urdaibai, the Basque Country, took part. They visited their local centre, and later all 

joined together by Skype to share what they found. 

 

Later on, the sun rose over the Americas and it was the turn of Ralph Klein Park and Kootenay  

Columbia Discovery Center in Canada, Mono Lake and John Bunker Sands in the USA, Babeque 

Secundaria in the Dominican Republic, and Colegio Montessori de Cartagena in Colombia.  

 

The children all prepared the same set of questions and asked them one-by-one to the next school. 

This way the schools were able to keep communicating despite the difficulties that sometimes 

happen with internet access at wetland centres! 

 

If you would like to join in next year, get in touch! 

 

mailto:wli@wwt.org.uk


 

Seeing climate change in Trinidad and Tobago 
  

Through their funded Climate Change Programme the 

Pointe-a-Pierre Wildfowl Trust’s Education Officers 

travelled with a group of local students to Cedros, 

Icacos, Chatham and Granville to see for themselves, 

study and report the effects of sea level rise, Global 

Warming and Climate Change in these coastal 

wetland areas as part of the Trust’s Educational and 

Public Awareness Programme on Climate Change. This 

workshop excursion is a component of the Trust’s 

Climate Change Programme. 

The Trust continues its work with international schools 

that visit. Among these are students from French 

                                                             Guiana, Guyana, Maryland and Latin America. 

 

Learn more about the Pointe-a-Pierre Wildfowl Trust at their profile on the WLI website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wli.wwt.org.uk/es/2015/09/america/socios-america/pointe-pierre-wildfowl-trust/


 

Stakeholder engagement in Iran’s main wetlands 

project 
 

 

Lake Uromiyeh is a vast hypersaline wetland in 

the NW of Iran. It is a National Park, Ramsar 

Sites, UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, and is the 

largest inland lake in Iran. Uromiyeh has several 

functions supporting local communities’ 

livelihoods to settle in the surrounding areas.  

 

There are more than 5 million inhabitants living 

in the basin and threats of drying lake will have 

tremendous impacts on their daily livelihoods. 

 

During the last decade different factors including continuous drought, increasing number of dams, 

over-abstraction from underground water, etc. led to shrinkage of the Lake. 

 

The Conservation of Iranian Wetlands 

Project (CIWP) is Iran’s largest wetland 

conservation initiative. The government is 

running it along with the United Nations 

Development Program (UNDP). Since 2005 

they have tried to pilot an Ecosystem 

Approach. One important aspect is capacity 

building, training and awareness raising 

activities. The focus of these activities is on 

empowerment of different stakeholders and 

wetland users, enhancement of social responsibilities and public participation for conservation and 

wise use of wetlands.  

 

For this purpose and based on the recommendation of Ramsar Convention’s Resolution XII.9 on 

developing and implementing Communications, Education, Participation, Awareness (CEPA) plans for 

wetlands, CIWP selected Kanibarazan Wetland as the first pilot in Iran. During 2018 CIWP in close 

collaboration with DoE and other stakeholders at local level (5 participatory workshops) developed 



 

the CEPA plan for Kanibarazan. An intersectoral working group will facilitate the implementation of 

the plan.  

This experience was then shared with other wetlands sites throughout the country in a four-day 

workshop and four other wetlands in the country (including Khoran Estuary, Choghakhor, Amirklaye, 

and Gavkhouni Wetlands).  

 

 

 

 

The value of a private reserve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because of its location, Reserva Achalay is part of the coastal biodiversity corridor that unites the 

Lower Paraná Delta with three other land reserves located near the coast in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Among all four, we may find the same bird species. 

 

Reserva Achalay is of special interest for local conservation since it is believed that around 80% of 

the Lower Paraná Delta has been degraded by land change uses. 

Reserva Achalay is a Private Nature Reserve located in the first section of islands of the advancing Lower Paraná 
Delta, in the city of Tigre, Buenos Aires, Argentina, and its size is 160 ha. 
The Reserve was created in 2017, and that same year we were incorporated to the Azara Foundation’s Private 
Reserves Program. We are a member of the Argentine Network of Private Natural Reserves, and we have also 
established an alliance with the Aves Argentinas Foundation.  

 



 

 

Most of its surface is dominated 

by aquatic plant communities 

and marsh environments which 

are characteristic of the Lower 

Paraná Delta.  

We can find lakes with 

submerged, floating and 

riverbank vegetation. We also see 

scrubland of bulrush, Scirpus 

giganteus, Rhynchospora 

corymbosa and reed beeds, 

Eryhtrina crista-galli, thickets of 

Ludwigia sp and Cestrum sp., and 

Echinodorus grandiflorus, 

Sagitaria montevidensis and different species of grass. 

On the river’s marginal hill, we may find some disperse native trees 

like the Salix humboldtiana, the Tessaria integrifolia and the 

Eryhtrina crista-galli, as well as native bushes and herbs. 

 

Thanks to the great diversity of plant communities, we find a great variety of birds. So far, we have 

recorded over 144 species, which represent approximately 37% of the total provincial bird fauna, and 

more than 14% of birds found in Argentina (which are around 1000 species). 

Our mission and main goal is biodiversity conservation and the sustainable management of the 

Lower Parana Delta’s natural resources. That is why we are working on controlling exotic species 

(which fortunately do not present a great threat), the reintroduction of native species (both plant 

and animal), and scientific investigation. These last two are being developed together with Fundación 

Azara. We hope to be able to open our doors soon to receive the general public and be able to 

offer environmental education as well. Find out more about Reserva Achalay on their WLI profile.  

 

 

Here we can see one of our carers 

releasing coypus that had been 

rescued by Fundación Azara back to 

their natural habitat within our 

reserve 

 

Here we can see the biologists of 

the Azara Foundation doing a survey 

of fish species within the lagoons of 

our reserve 

https://wli.wwt.org.uk/es/2018/03/america/reserva-achalay-argentina/


 

Hong Kong: ‘Train the 

Trainer’ Programme – 

Fun and Fruitful 

Learning at Hong Kong 

Wetland Park 
 

 

The ‘Train-the-Trainer Programme – Fun and Fruitful Learning at Hong Kong Wetland Park’ is a two-

year project which was launched in September 2017. It is co-organised by the Hong Kong Wetland 

Park (HKWP) and the Education University of Hong Kong (EdUHK), and supported by the Hong Kong 

and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited (HSBC), in order to promote biodiversity in education 

and the public awareness of biodiversity.  

 

“Learn about our Wetlands” Teachers’ Workshops 

 

Under this project, HKWP and EdUHK co-organised nine different Teachers’ Workshops with Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) elements incorporated. This equipped 460 

teachers from around 240 schools (kindergarten, primary and secondary schools) with wetland 

knowledge and specific education resources in organising self-paced visits for students. Through the 

programme, more than 22,500 students, teachers and care-givers took the self-paced visit tours with 



 

sponsored admission tickets. Their learning journeys in HKWP were also enriched by the provision of 

audio guides as well as various types of teaching materials tailor-made by HKWP and EdUHK under 

the sponsorship. With the aid of these teaching resources, different self-paced education tours were 

conducted, e.g. creating a wetland monitoring system using open-source electronics platforms and 

software packages like the Arduino and observing birds’ wings and their flying modes, etc. the 

teachers and students had positive feedback after both the workshops and study tours. 

 

‘Enjoy our Wetlands’ guided tours 

 

To deliver quality interpretation to visitors, the programme also included training of HKWP’s 

volunteers as Certified Interpretive Guides (CIG), which is a professional level certification for 

interpreters around the world. We trained 30 volunteers to be CIGs and conducted around 200 

‘Enjoy our Wetlands’ guided tours for the community, especially underprivileged citizens, the elderly 

and the people with disabilities. There were more than 3,200 participants sponsored to visit HKWP; 

our CIGs guided them to learn about eco-building design at HKWP, as well as the ecology of 

streams, wetland crops, and wetland organisms. 

 

Volunteering Engagement 

The project has also provided volunteering opportunities to the community and corporates. For 

example, 132 HSBC staff visited HKWP and provided voluntary habitat management works, another  

 

13 also became the Park’s volunteers and one of them has been trained as our wetland eco-guide to 

lead the guided tours for the public. 

 

To learn more about the programme, contact Atwood CHIU of Hong Kong Wetland Park.  

mailto:atwood_ym_chiu@afcd.gov.hk
https://www.wetlandpark.gov.hk/en


 

 

A Moroccan at Wetlands Link International  
 

In June and July, we said farewell to the outgoing WLI Intern, Samaneh Azizi, and welcomed her 

successor, Adil Boulahia, who introduces himself here: 

 

After graduating in business law, I decided to 

specialise in a field that seemed more 

promising to me and would offer far-reaching 

service to humanity and the environment. My 

decision was to get my Master’s degree in 

Environmental Law and Sustainable 

Development.  

Two years after graduating, my MA degree 

opened the door to a more professional 

world. Hence, I joined GREPOM/BirdLife 

Morocco, holding the position of 

Communication Officer. It is thanks to this 

experience that I have partaken in numerous 

training courses in conservation and 

communication. In addition, this professional 

experience has allowed me to strike new and ever-lasting relationships with several global 

organisations including Wetlands Link International (WLI). 

My first duty with WLI was to integrate the Oualidia Ecological Information Center managed by 

GREPOM into the network of wetland centres. This approach was very useful and beneficial for the 

Oualidia Center and connected me to WLI.  

 

In 2019, I was accepted to join and participate as WLI intern for one-year. The internship aims to 

consolidate my knowledge, and simultaneously, offers an opportunity to support WLI. 

 

Furthermore, I will attempt to put my linguistic and technical skills into practice and in particular in 

the field of management of its website. 

  

This experience is invaluable and it, beyond a shadow of doubt, will work as a solid ground to 

acquire a career of a highly professional scale. As for my duty to WLI, it would be to support them 

and promote its activities around the world. 



 

WLI future plans

Milestones over the next few months include the big one: World Wetlands Day in February. The 

theme is due to be wetlands and biodiversity: 

The second instalment of World Migratory Bird Day 2019 will be on 12 October in the Americas, 

linking to WHSRN’s migratory birds meeting in Panama. We have not yet confirmed any schools 

video calls this time, but if you are interested, do get in touch. And do let us know what activities 

you get up to, so we can share them on the WLI website or Bulletin.  

 

The WLI team at WWT (Chris, Connor, and Adil) will look into new ways of sharing resources for WLI 

members. You can expect some different emails from us in the early part of 2020 as we trial new 

approaches. We hope also to be able to use a refreshed website for this purpose too, pending 

progress at WWT.  

 

We will also be looking into the potential for sharing a complete artwork! A recent art installation 

about Ramsar sites and the loss of wetlands has been a success at the WWT Llanelli wetland centre 

in Wales, and the team there is interested in exploring how other wetland centres around the world 

could host the piece. The work is called The Bell. Get in touch if you would like to learn more.   

 

As we mentioned in the last WLI Bulletin, members in Europe are collaborating on a new map, for 

the Migratory Birds for People initiative. The map will be 

made rugged, for use outdoors, at wetland centres in 

Europe and West Africa. We aim to have it ready for the 

MBP annual meeting in mid-October; stay tuned for 

updates! 

 

As ever, remember to check the WLI website to get 

inspiration from other wetland centres around the world.  

 

Contact 
Head of WLI 
Chris Rostron  

WWT, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire GL2 7BT, UK 

T +44 (0)1453 891214 

E chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk 

W wli.org.uk 

https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/
https://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
https://www.wwt.org.uk/news/2019/06/25/warning-bell-sounds-for-threatened-wetlands-worldwide/17133
https://wli.wwt.org.uk/
mailto:chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk

