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Dear WLI Colleague, 

 

Welcome to your update for March 2019. World 

Wetlands Day has passed with many activities 

around the theme of climate change. World 

Migratory Birds Day is on the horizon looking at 

plastic pollution, a problem that hast started to 

finally be recognised as a serious threat for 

wetlands, wildlife and us. More broadly, 

education and the environment have been thrust 

together by pupils going on strike in many 

countries, calling for climate action. Young 

people are taking an active role in making sure 

that we can’t ignore the impact of climate 

change on all our futures; engaging with 

children is an everyday part of WLI members; 

and in this issue you can read about a project 

enabling high-schoolers to assess climate 

change at wetland centres.   

 

Early March was marred by upsetting news for  

many people in the world of wetlands, when we 

learned about the passing of two great 

conservationists who have direclty influenced 

WLI: Fabio Perco and Lew Young. The Head of 

WLI Chris Rostron writes about both men in this 

issue of the newsletter.  

 

As always, thank you to everyone who 

contributed to the newsletter this time, and if 

you have any updates you’d like to share with 

the network, please let us know, and we will 

include them in the next bulletin or on our 

website. 

 

Best, 

 

 

 

Connor Walsh 

International Engagement Officer, WWT



 

Malaysia: Penang Seagrass Project 
Since October 2018, Penang Seagrass Project (PSP) has carried 

out a series of research, conservation and educational activities 

at seagrass bed areas. There is a total of 9 programmes, 

involving 150 participants and volunteers from different backgrounds and institutions. With the 

guidance from experts, the participants were brought to visit the seagrass bed during low tide. We 

walked across the muddy substrate to observe, experience and witness how the coastal ecosystem 

serves as a nursery ground for a great variety of marine life. Penang has 1.8 million people living 

within 50 km of seagrass habitat. However, most are unaware of the existence and importance of 

seagrass beds. Therefore, our mission is to continue promoting 

public awareness and involvement through environmental education 

for better protecting the seagrass beds.  

 

Biodiversity Survey 

On 20th and 21st February 2019, we organised trips to seagrass beds 

each day for biodiversity survey due to the super-moon low tide. 

The experienced volunteers helped to observe and collect data at 

the seagrass areas, near the highly urbanised eastern coast of Penang Island. This preliminary survey 

covered a distance of 1.2km and area of 8.1 ha. From it, we learned and recorded the distribution of 

seagrasses, mainly Halophila spp. Surprisingly, we also managed to find and identify 48 species of 

intertidal marine organisms inhabiting the study site, despite its high human-impact.  

 

The two days survey is an effort under the PSP’s 2019 programme namely “Survey, Documentation 

and Public Education on the Seagrass Bed Ecosystem”. This new programme is currently endorsed 

and supported by Penang Green Council (PGC). PGC, established by the Penang State Government 

in the year 2011, is a non-profit, governmental organisation that nurtures, facilitates and co-

ordinates environmental causes in Penang.  

 

Exhibition and Public Outreach 

In March, PSP will join force with WWF Malaysia to celebrate the international event Earth Hour 2019 

at Gurney Paragon Mall, Penang. Our volunteers, the students and teachers from the Nature Society 

of Jit Sin Independent High School, will hold an exhibition and educational activities. We are 

expecting more than 1000 visitors to join our seagrass bed exhibition from 10am to 10pm on 30th 

March.  

Find out more about the Penang Seagrass Project on their WLI member profile.  

A very surprise discovery of rare 

pipefish (suspected as Hippichthys 

sp.) during our recent field survey 

https://wli.wwt.org.uk/2017/11/members/penang-seagrass-project/


 

Trinidad and Tobago: Environmental therapy  

 

For nearly two decades, the Pointe-a-Pierre Wildfowl Trust has been dedicated efforts to provide 

nature-therapy for people with special needs. In 2018 they renovated and relaunched some of the 

infrastructure for these efforts: 

 

In 2001, assisted by “Spouses of the Heads 

of Mission“ (SOHOM) the Pointe-a- Pierre 

Wildfowl Trust in another first for Trinidad 

and Tobago provided a boardwalk around 

the Trust’s number 1 breeding lake, mainly 

for the physically challenged and the 

elderly, our too often forgotten ones. 

The Trust designed and implemented a 

special Environmental Therapy programme 

for special needs. The Trust opened up a 

world of peace, beauty and education to 

people who normally would not be able to 

participate. 

 

Plants are a wonderful and vital part of 

cellular life and everyone including the 

physically & mentally challenged, the drug 

addict, the battered woman and the disturbed child, as well as the hearing and sight impaired; 

everyone, responds to water splashing, beautiful trees and plants, fresh clean air, a relaxing walk or 

time spent in a quiet park, the woods or forest and the smell of flowers and fresh grass. In NATURE, 

one is refreshed. The therapeutic value for every one of just being with plants is not a new idea. 

Research informs us that it goes back to the 1800s when a Scottish gentleman farmer (he would be 

today‘s psychiatrist) allowed a few so-called, “insane” people to work on his farm. An amazing 

change took place in these people after a few months; they became emotionally stable once more. 

Our association with and the influence of plants is a “connection” that we have too often ignored. 

 

At the Trust the special Environmental Therapy programme designed for adults and children with 

special needs continues today together with our other Environmental Education & Public Awareness 

Programmes. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2018, this good work was acknowledged by Trinidad and Tobago’s President, Her Excellency 

Paula-Mae Weekes, who spoke about it when she visited the centre to commission the boardwalk 

for the differently-abled, which the Trust has renovated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to know more about Pointe-a-Pierre Wildfowl Trust, visit their profile on the WLI 

website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wli.wwt.org.uk/2012/06/members/neo-tropics-members/pointe-a-pierre-wildfowl-trust-2/
https://wli.wwt.org.uk/2012/06/members/neo-tropics-members/pointe-a-pierre-wildfowl-trust-2/


 

Europe: Biowet Erasmus+ field visits in UK 

WLI members are bringing together high school 

students, online and in person, to help understand 

how we can monitor climate change at wetland 

visitor centres.  

 

The members are: in Norway Randsfjord Museet; UK: WWT Martin Mere; the Basque Country in 

Spain: Urdaibai Bird Centre; and Portugal: EVOA. Norway’s Dokka High School is leading the project, 

and their pupils will travel to every centre over the coming two years. Together with teens from the 

other centres, they are already developing wetland indicators of climate change. As they study these, 

they can identify existing datasets and start new studies. We will share these as the project 

progresses, so that any wetland centre can contribute to what we hope will be a long-term study.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pupils first met online, making short videos about themselves and sharing them during a video 

conference. But within a month most of them had met in person, with a trip to WWT Martin Mere in 

the UK. Erasmus+ projects encourage socialising across nations, 

which happened along with a week of learning and implementing 

fieldwork in the nature reserve. The participants also prepared social 

media content for Instagram.   

Learn more about Biowet on the WLI website.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.randsfjordmuseet.no/
http://www.birdcenter.org/en
https://evoa.pt/
https://www.oppland.no/
https://www.instagram.com/biowet/
https://wli.wwt.org.uk/regions/europe/europe-regional-initiatives/biowet-erasmus-project-2018-21/


 

The playground 

design visually 

represents the 

wetland, showing how 

natural landforms 

connect to form the 

watershed system. 

Students from SE 

Calgary schools helped 

design the playground 

creating connection to 

the park and their 

community. 

The playground has 

increased visitation 

to the park and 

improved overall 

visitor experience. 

Calgary Parks opened 

the TD Bank Group 

natural playground at 

RKP in July 2018.

Citizens living in SE 

Calgary now have the 

opportunity to play at 

a natural playground 

as well as learn about 

wetlands.  

Micro features 

represent different 

wetland components. 

For example, the large 

posts represent cattails 

found throughout the 

wetland. 

Play spaces 

promoting active, 

imaginative, nature-

based and child-led 

play support 

children’s cognitive, 

emotional, and social 

development.

Canada: TD Natural Playground Ralph Klein Park 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you would like to visit Ralph Klein Park, find their contact details on their WLI profile page.  

https://wli.wwt.org.uk/2012/11/members/north-america-regional-members/ralph-klein-park-environmental-education-ethics-centre/


 

Sweden: Winter feeding of White-tailed eagles–a real 

success at Getterön 
 

During the winter of 2018/2019 a 

feeding station for White-tailed eagles 

was set up at Getterön nature reserve, 

near Varberg on the west coast of 

Sweden. As many as 40 different eagle 

individuals were seen from November 

to the end of February. The Saturday 

morning eagle watching tour drew 

hundreds of visitors. No official count 

has been made but it is estimated that 

at least a couple of thousand people 

has come to Getterön to watch the White-tailed eagles this season. The personnel at the visitor 

centre hope to get permission to feed the eagles again next season. White-tailed eagles as a species 

were threatened through history, but the Swedish population is now once more considered stable. 

Feeding the eagles in a public venue such as Getterön is in the public interest since it is important 

to spread knowledge about the ecological function of large predators in nature and why we must 

make efforts to conserve them. 

 

If you would like to learn more about the Naturum Getterön centre, visit their WLI profile.   

 

 

 

https://wli.wwt.org.uk/2012/06/members/europe-members/naturum-getteron


 

In Memoriam: Fabio Perco and Lew Young 
 

Recently, two people have died that had a formative influence on the WLI network, both passionate 

conservationists that understood the importance of communicating about wetlands and their wildlife 

in order to bring the public on board. When this happens, it is a chance to recognise their roles, and 

to celebrate their achievements, despite the sadness of their passing. In the face of current 

environmental challenges, we often forget how far we 

have come in terms of an active conservation 

movement, and the advances we have seen over the 

past decades.  

 

The first is an Italian colleague, Fabio Perco, who had a 

great influence not only delivering conservation at his 

beloved wetland sites near Trieste, including the Isola 

della Conna, but also delivered the Grado conference of 

1991, the precursor of the MedWet initiative. He knew WWT’s Sir Peter Scott well, and was similarly 

an excellent wildlife artist. He hosted a WLI Europe meeting in 2009 (see right), which helped lead to 

our current strong network of wetland centres, and was a regular contributor of news from his local 

sites.  

 

The second is Dr Lew Young, CEO of the East-Asia Australasia Flyway Partnership (EAAFP), previously 

Senior Asia Representative for Ramsar, and before that the manager of Mai Po wetland centre in 

Hong Kong. He was a long-time supporter of WLI, launching and running the WLI Asia network in 

2006, and always helpful with the development of WLI Asia, attending workshops and conferences 

and offering great advice on the best way to deliver the network. He will be sorely missed, a great 

champion of wetlands, migratory birds but also the importance of civil society and its role in 

involving and inspiring people. The EAAFP has created an online memorial for Lew.  

 

https://www.forevermissed.com/lewyoung/#about


 

WLI future plans 

Milestones over the next few months include World Migratory Bird Day; recruiting a new WLI intern; 

and a new map of the East Atlantic Flyway.  

 

World Migratory Bird Day is on 11th May and we are again arranging our Birds and Schools activity; 

wetland centres in WLI Americas and Europe countries are arranging for pupils to visit them in that 

week, and some will then share their observations with schools in other countries, via Skype link-ups, 

on Friday 10 May. This year we hope to have these video conferences linking children though 

English, Spanish, and Portuguese. If you would like to take part, get in touch and we will try to add 

you in! 

 

The WLI intern is based at WWT Slimbridge, working with Chris Rostron and Connor Walsh; the 

current intern is Samaneh Azizi from Iran who has been invaluable for regional knowledge hard 

work, and great hospitality. But she returns home in June, so we will be looking for a new intern for 

2019/2020. We will advertise the role on the WLI website, so keep an eye out! 

 

WLI members in Europe are collaborating on a new map, for the Migratory Birds for People 

initiative. The map will be made rugged, for use outdoors, at wetland centres in Europe and West 

Africa. We are planning the map, which we hope to have available in the last few months of 2019. 

 

As ever, remember to check the WLI website to get inspiration from other wetland centres around 

the world.  

 

Contact 
 

Head of WLI 

Chris Rostron  

WWT, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire GL2 7BT, UK 

T +44 (0)1453 891214 

E chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk 

W wli.org.uk 

https://wli.wwt.org.uk/
https://wli.wwt.org.uk/
mailto:chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk

