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Dear WLI Colleague, 

We have just said goodbye 

to our first WLI intern, 

Abdallah Khazene, who spent 

six months working with us – 

and experiencing a new 

approach from what he was 

used to in his native Algeria.  

His input was really useful in 

making contacts and connections in North and West 

Africa, as well as building new links to partners in the 

Middle East.  We are now advertising for a new 

intern, and hope to replace him with someone 

equally as good, bringing new skills, experience and 

perspectives to the project. 

 

We are also working with the Society of Wetlands 

Scientists (Ramsar Chapter) to develop an open 

access global wetland survey, which asks those that 

live or work around local wetlands to tell us about 

their status.  This, we hope, will give us a global 

snapshot of the status and trends in wetlands, 

something that can be used at the next Ramsar COP 

to feed into discussions and decision-making. 

 

We are also working to develop a new WLI website.  

Our first round of discussions with WLI members has 

shown that they would like something that works on 

different devices (PC’s, Mac’s, tablets, mobile phones 

etc.), that is visually and structurally easier to 

navigate, and that provides ‘mini-homepages’ for 

each of the regional initiatives.  We are also thinking 

about using a google translate button to ensure that 

most of the material is available in most languages.  

We would welcome your feedback on this, and hope 

to have a draft version sometime in June. 

 

Regionally, we are working on webinars for the 

Americas and Russia, to take place in May and June, 

and also face to face meetings of the East Atlantic 

Flyway initiative (MBP) and WLI Asia, taking place in 

October and November. 

 

If you have a good story do let us know and we can 

include it in the next bulletin, or on our website.  

Best regards, 

 

Chris Rostron 

Head of WLI 



 

Royal Visit to Vacaresti Romania 
 

Prince Charles 

has been a 

great 

ambassador for 

Transylvania's 

cultural and 

natural heritage 

for many years, 

and he is in 

Romania every 

year on private visits. But at the end of March 2017, 

His Royal Highness crossed the Carpathians to tour 

Bucharest on a three day official visit. On his agenda, 

alongside meetings with the President and Prime 

Minister, was a stopover at Vacaresti Natural Park and 

a talk with members of the association who made it 

possible for this protected area to exist in the middle 

of Bucharest.  

 

Prince Charles was told how nature has turned the 

460 acres of an abandoned artificial lake project into 

a biodiversity oasis in the midst of a busy metropolis. 

The the WLI network, whichi is hosted by WWT 

whose patron is Prince Charles himself!presence of 

inter-linked ponds, filled by underground springs and 

lush with vegetation encouraged the growth of trees 

and water-loving flora.  This was closely followed by 

the spontaneous colonization by invertebrates, 

amphibians, reptiles, fish, and over 100 species of 

birds - as well as mammals like foxes, muskrats and 

otters. A well-balanced and rich ecosystem thrives in 

the park.  

 

His Royal Highness met children and students who 

were given outdoor lessons from their biology 

teachers. He was also greeted by a team of scouts 

who assisted him in planting a tree and listened with 

great interest to the main ideas about visions and 

plans for 

the 

future. He 

shook 

hands 

with Gică , 

the Roma 

(Gypsy) 

watchman 

of the 

park, who used to squat there with his family.  

Prince Charles' presence was a valuable 

acknowledgement of the Vacaresti Project. By a 

happy coincidence, just one day before, the Vacaresti 

Natural Park was admitted as a member of the WLI 

network, whichi is hosted by WWT whose patron is 

Prince Charles himself! 

 

For more information, please contact Dan Barbulescu 

at mailto:contact@parcnaturalvacaresti.ro    

 

 

mailto:contact@parcnaturalvacaresti.ro


 

Flight of the Swans update  
 

The 

FotS expedition has now finished and Sacha Dench, 

our intrepid explorer, is back in the UK having 

completed her 7,000km trip from Arctic Russia back 

to the UK across 11 countries.  She met partners and 

local people along the way including engaging with 

54 schools, 400 people attending scientific events, 

and 51 community events held by local groups.   

 

She also worked with WLI partners in many 

countries, including holding events with the Baltic 

Fund for Nature in Russia, an amazing trip across 

Poland with Polish Birds, working with conservation 

staff at Lauwersmeer in the Netherlands, and with 

schools and visitors at Uitkerksepolder and Het 

Zwin in Belgium.  These events also included the 

local schoolchildren completing swan silhouettes 

that we provided (see left) with messages about the 

challenges the swans face, and a letter-writing 

exercise between the schools.    We also welcomed 

three new WLI partners who joined as a result of 

FotS: Nenets State Nature Reserve, Russia, and Lake 

Lubans, Latvia and Natureum Niederelbe, Germany. 

 

Now the work of FotS continues, building on the 

outcomes of the expedition and more positive steps 

for the conservation status of the Bewick’s swan.  A 

swan identification poster was produced, and we are 

working on putting video footage together for a new 

film.  One of the key outcomes was the community 

toolkit, a guide to local centres based on real life 

examples of good practice, which will be available in 

its final version soon.   

  

 

For more information, contact the head of WLI, or 

visit the website at www.flightoftheswans.org  

 

 

 

mailto:wli@wwt.org.uk
http://www.flightoftheswans.org/


 

World Wetlands Survey 2017 
 

Working with the World Wetland Network and the 

Society of Wetland Scientists we have just jointly 

launched the new world wetlands survey 2017, which 

is aimed at all those that work with, live in or visit 

wetlands, and would like to tell us about the state 

they are in.  This ambitious global survey is not just 

aimed at scientists and government officials, but is 

designed to be used by local people, volunteers and 

those working to protect wetlands on the ground. 

 

You can find out more at the World Wetland 

Network website, offering the chance to fill in the 

questionnaire online, or download it as an excel sheet 

to be completed and returned by e-mail.  We hope 

that we will receive a good response, giving us a 

snapshot of how wetlands are faring across the world.   

 

The results will give details at a regional level, 

showing the status and trends of wetlands, but not 

identifying individual sites.  The deadline is the 30th of 

September, and information will be used at the next 

Ramsar Conference of the Parties in Dubai, 2018. 

 

For more information contact the Head of WLI or visit 

our website at: http://www.worldwetnet.org/about-

us/world-wetlands-survey-2017 

 

FortWhyte Alive, Winnipeg, Canada 
 

At FortWhyte 

Alive it is our 

mission to 

provide 

programming, 

natural settings 

and facilities for 

environmental 

education, 

outdoor 

recreation and social enterprise. We connect humans 

with nature. We are passionate about people and the 

planet. FortWhyte Alive is an award-winning urban 

oasis where you can get outside and experience 

nature. We supply the wildlife, hiking trails, freshwater 

lakes, inspiring exhibits, and amazing experiences. 

You provide the spirit, enthusiasm for the outdoors, 

and your love for the environment.  

 

A signature experience at FortWhyte Alive is 

undoubtedly birdwatching throughout our forest 

trails, bison prairie, lakes and wetlands. Over the 

course of a year, up to 160 species of birds are 

spotted onsite as a result of our diverse habitats and 

our position along a major migration corridor, the 

Mississippi Flyway. Any time of year is a good time to 

go birding at FortWhyte, but our peak diversity is 

during migration seasons: April & May, and August & 

September.  We offer a great variety of experiences 

for every type of adventurer – and you can even visit 

mailto:%20wli@wwt.org.uk
http://www.worldwetnet.org/about-us/world-wetlands-survey-2017
http://www.worldwetnet.org/about-us/world-wetlands-survey-2017


 

our herd of 40 Plains Bison! Bison Safaris run 

throughout the summer months. 

 

FortWhyte Alive also boasts a terminal basin ‘model 

watershed’, which includes the natural landscape and 

wetlands draining into five on-site clay pit ponds. In 

2017-2018, we are launching a new project to utilize 

this this model watershed to support and promote 

water quality monitoring and remediation initiatives 

in Winnipeg. This will be delivered through 

Kindergarten to grade 12 educational programs, 

public education and action projects and through 

partnerships with universities, major stakeholders and 

various school 

divisions.  

 

For more 

information 

contact visit 

our website.

 

West Africa: a network of education centres starts to 

weave its web 
Wetland 

protected 

areas in 

West 

Africa are 

full of 

extraordinary biodiversity, but sadly remain unknown 

by many young people; environmental education 

often takes place in the class room, with no direct 

link to nature itself.  And yet, what could be more 

inspiring than discovering nature in the field, to 

promote understanding and taking action? 

 

Little by little, those in charge of environmental 

education in the parks and reserves of three coastal 

countries (Mauritania, Senegal and Guinea Bissau) are 

working together to stimulate the curiosity and 

enthusiasm of young people, and to encourage 

students to become ‘observer-actors’ and the ‘future 

managers’ of their countryside. 

 

In the north of Mauritania in the National Park of 

Banc d’Arguin, young people learn about the 

importance of preserving one of the largest fish 

stocks in the world.  In the south of the country, 

children at the Diawling National Park understand 

how artificial flooding in the park every year ensures 

renewal of life and an enrichment of biodiversity.   

 

Moving down 

the coastal 

fringe, the bird 

reserve of 

Kalissaye in 

Casamance, 

Senegal, 

focuses its 

efforts on the 

understanding 

and vital necessity of protecting the mangroves.  

Finally, even further south,  

in Guinea Bissau, the Bubaque house of the 

environment and HQ of the biosphere reserve of the 

Bijagos Archipelago, aims to promote not only 

http://www.fortwhyte.org/


 

respect for nature, but also to raise awareness of 

Bijagos culture, pride and heritage.   

 

The common link between these different sites is 

their extraordinary capacity to host numerous  

migratory bird species during the European winter 

months.  Now WLI and the Migratory Birds for People 

project are working to ensure the link between 

centres creates better communication and joint 

projects between the partners, to deliver even more 

conservation benefits for wildlife and people. 

 

For more information, please contact Blandine Mélis, 

Coastal Migratory Bird Project West Africa, BirdLife 

International

 

WLI future plans 

As mentioned above, we have just finished preparing 

the world wetlands survey with the Society of 

Wetlands Scientists, and it now live – we hope to get 

a good response from across the globe, and will then 

be using the information to pull together a report on 

how the world’s wetlands are faring.  Please do visit 

the link and tell us about your wetlands. 

 

We are also in the process of recruiting our second 

intern, to replace Abdallah who was with us last year.  

This post is a great benefit to us and allows us to do 

much more, and at the same time we hope is 

beneficial to the intern, giving them new experiences 

and skills.  The new intern will introduce themselves 

shortly. 

 

Planning is currently taking place for our involvement 

at the Asian Wetland Symposium, which will jointly 

host the sixth WLI Asia meeting.  The event brings 

together wetland practitioners from across the Asia 

region, and will take place in Japan from the 6th to 

the 11th of November. 

 

 

Contact 
 

Head of WLI 

Chris Rostron  

WWT, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire GL2 7BT, UK 

T +44 (0)1453 891214 

E chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk 

W wli.org.uk 
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