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Newsletter No 43  
August 2022

War, Covid19, extreme temperatures, drought, forest fires… Our daily life continues to be 
influenced by negative news. All the more we are happy to share interesting projects and good 
news from the Core Group and the MBP-Network with you. 
We hope you enjoy reading this newsletter and wish all those whose holidays are just ahead of 
them a wonderful time! 
Audrey & Isabelle 
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Flyway Youth Forum 2022
The East Atlantic Flyway Youth Forum 2022 took place on 9 and 10 July. Held virtually, the 
Forum welcomed 30 people aged under 30, and trained them in fundraising for conservation. 
MBP joined the Common Wadden Sea Secretariat and Youth Engaged in Wetlands in running 
the Forum for a second consecutive year. The theme of fundraising emerged from the Forum in 
2021, when both the Post-Forum Action Plan and participant feedback showed a need for the 
funds to match their energy and ambition.  
The trainer, Maaike Manten, is highly experienced, involved with BirdLife International and the 
Conservation leadership Programme. She guided the participants through short but effective 
sessions that introduced how to plan a conservation project that can be funded, and how to get 
the forms right. We also heard from guest speakers from the Ramsar Secretariat, the Rufford 
Foundation, BirdLife International, and the Arctic Council. 

News from the MBP Core Group
Annual meeting and Senegal capacity-building
For the first time, we will hold our annual meeting in Africa. It will be part of a capacity-building 
workshop and development meeting for wetland educators in West Africa. On 6 to 10 October, 
Wetlands International, the Wadden Sea Flyway Initiative, and MBP will come together along 
with regional marine partners at NDangane, Senegal.  
All MBP members are welcomed to participate! To help fund as much regional participation as 
possible, there will be a fee for those visiting from Europe, expected to be €140. This helps 
subsidise wider participation from wetland staff across West Africa, who will be supported with 
travel and accommodation costs. 
The meeting will include two CEPA workshops, plus shorter presentations on specific 
techniques, and opportunities for direct exchange of experience. As the meeting coincides with 
World Migratory Bird Day, we hope to host a special activity, perhaps including hybrid online 
inputs.  
Please contact Khady Gueye at Wetlands International West Africa for information: 
kgueye@wetlands-africa.org 

Ramsar COP14
The big meeting of countries signed up to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands will be held in 
Switzerland in early November. COP14 was originally due to be held last year in China, but 
COVID forced it to change time and location. It will now be remotely chaired by China, at a 
venue in Geneva. Will you be attending? Let us know! Chris Rostron of WWT will be among 
the familiar MBP members present, and would love to meet you in person. Get in touch via 
email: chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk. 

mailto:chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk
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Sounding Wild Exploration

We want you to know about a fun expedition happening in the East Atlantic Flyway. Italian 
brothers Axel and Ario Drioli are travelling the flyway, camping out and making virtual reality 
experiences from different wetlands along the way. We are putting them in touch with MBP 
visitor centres, and it is a rewarding exchange for all parties.  
They have already visited the Bird Center in Urdaibai and Aiguamolls l’Emporda, before moving 
on to the Camargue. They have held exhibitions with local content in the Bird Center building 
and in an Aiguamolls campsite. Participants loved it, and Rowan Hardman at Urdaibai highly 
recommends the experience of working with Axel and Ario! The Bird Centre was able to help 
them out with local information, and contacts, and with access to the internet and nice showers. 
In return, the brothers edited together a virtual reality (VR) presentation, where visitors sat 
between ten loudspeakers and put on a VR headset. Find out more on the websites of MBP, 
Urdaibai Bird Center, or Sounding Wild Exploration.  



 

4

The Flight of the Osprey expedition will depart from Scotland on 1 August! The team is now 
fully recruited, and meeting in late July to train. MBP has prepared a package of educational 
material for the expedition that you are welcome to use at your centre or with teachers. It 
includes factsheets, a PowerPoint presentation, and games for active learning.  
As well as these MBP-specific materials, there are outputs available to us and media outlets. 
Their website is due to feature an image bank where you can download photographs relating 
to the osprey and flyways. The BBC is also producing a series of ten radio shows and podcasts 
about the expedition.  
You can use or share the Conservation Without Borders trailer film about the expedition, with 
subtitles in French, Portuguese, or Spanish, via their YouTube profile.  

Flight of the Osprey update

Project Godwit soundscape
Thank you for sharing the sounds of where godwits live! A few weeks ago we were in touch 
with a request from Project Godwit, looking for sound recordings of the environments where 
godwits are found, especially in July and August. Thank you to all who took part! The project’s 
engagement officer, Clemency Magan is working on the output for August, so keep an eye on 
projectgodwit.org.uk.  

Connor Walsh - WWT Slimbridge

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hI5P-XBuV_OgFoCmHvU11YtcGrK7zwKZ?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hI5P-XBuV_OgFoCmHvU11YtcGrK7zwKZ?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKLBGx4T8qjgrXPZTHCuqgA/videos
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The long-distance migrants are here 
In July, the weather has been really varied here at Getterön nature reserve. Everything from 
drought and almost 35 degrees, to heavy rain, strong winds and 15 degrees. Weather variation 
is interesting when it comes to birds. At the end of July when it has rained a lot, we’ve gotten a 
lot of resting migratory waders that are heading south. Many of them are species that breed on 
the high arctic tundra, such as the Grey plover in its stylish black and white costume and the 
Bar-tailed Godwit, Knot and Curlew sandpiper in their irresistibly beautiful red costumes. 
These species breed late in the season because it takes time for the ice to melt in their breeding 
grounds. Then they also migrate a very long way. Getterön's nature reserve is a perfect place to 
fill up on energy before they continue their journey south in late summer. 
Maybe they will winter in West Africa, in The Gambia, Ghana or Senegal? It made me want to 
follow and see if I could see them there again in the heat, this winter. My imagination was 
brought to life. When I close my eyes, I can see them in front of me. I can see the waders 
running around on a sandy African beach among fishing boats and people. Like there was no 
tomorrow. What journeys they take, our winged friends. I always follow them with great respect 
and humility. They deserve it, and perhaps more than ever in these times. Or what do you say? 
Don’t forget to visit our bird classes, bird ringing showings and workshops! 
You can find out more at www.naturumgetteron.se. 

Christopher Gullander - nature guide - Naturum Getterön 

Naturum Getterön

News from the MBP Network

http://www.naturumgetteron.se/


Interna'onal	waterbird	census	with	students	©	MDL	

6

Last spring we celebrated several national and international events with our partners and we 
presented a new temporary exhibition. 
The museographic renewal of the visitor centre did not allow us to create a new temporary 
exhibition this year. Consequently, we hosted an exhibition of ACROLA which is an organisation 
that studies migratory birds in the largest reed-bed of the Loire estuary. This exhibition entitled 
‘The secret of reed beds’ is dedicated to waterbirds and to the monitoring of warblers’ 
populations. Photos and information on reed beds and bird species surround a real-size ringing 
station!  

Maison du Lac de Grand-Lieu

Exhibition ‘The secret of reed beds’ 

For the World Migratory Bird Day, May 7, 2022, an activity dedicated to light pollution took 
place with the ornithologist of the national nature reserve (SNPN). The Grand-Lieu Lake 
benefits from an important area without artificial light at night. However, the proximity of 
Nantes and its sky glow disturbs some migratory birds. Sébastien Reeber, the ornithologist of 
the nature reserve, explained to children that the reed-warbler can be trapped in this aura of 
artificial light and cannot leave it until sunrise. But, as the bird used up its fat reserves, it cannot 
continue its migration. Then there was a francophone videoconference between schools from 
France, Luxemburg and Senegal. An article on light pollution was also written for our website 
(https://maisondulacdegrandlieu.com/pollution-lumineuse/). 

WMBD – videoconference between France, Luxembourg and 
Senegal 

https://maisondulacdegrandlieu.com/pollution-lumineuse/
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For the French 16th edition of the Nature Celebration, the Grand-Lieu Lake Centre proposed 
activities during the weekend of May 21 and 22, 2022. Nearly 500 visitors had free access to 
visits and workshops with naturalist organisations. On Saturday, the centre hosted the 
‘LPO’ (League for Protection of Birds) for a workshop on the recognition of garden birds and 
the preservation of biodiversity. On Sunday, visitors were able to meet the associations 
‘Bretagne Vivante’, ‘La Cicadelle’ and ‘SNPN’ (National Society of Nature Protection) as well as 
researchers from the University of Rennes 1. Visitors were also invited to dance during the first 
artistic performance of the choreographic project in wetlands: ‘Hydromonde’ (Water world, 
https://slowdanse.netboard.me/danserlesrivesgrandlieu/). 

 Activities during Nature Celebration

In June, for the Ponds’ Celebration, an animal documentary ‘L'appel des libellules’ (‘Call of the 
dragonflies’) was screened outdoors at the Grand-Lieu Lake Centre in the presence of the film 
director Fabien Mazzocco, on Saturday June 4. This film won the wetlands’ protection award at 
the International Ménigoute Festival and was a favorite at the International Nature Namur 
Festival in 2021. 

Audrey Cadou - Maison du Lac de Grand Lieu 



 

8

Communal bird roosts 
What are they? 
The places chosen by some birds to sleep and spend the night safely. A large number of birds of the same 
species, or even of different species, tend to group together in these roosts. 
When do they make them? 
At dusk they gather until they reach the roosting site: a reed bed, a rocky area or large trees. They do this 
all year round, but especially in winter. 
What advantages do they offer? 

✓ Protection. Many eyes are better able to detect a predator, and the chance of being eaten among 
so many specimens is reduced. 

✓ Information centres. Greater success in finding food, as the birds follow other birds when looking 
for food. 

✓ Shelter from the cold in winter. When flocks are concentrated in large numbers, they keep each 
other warm and maintain their temperature. 

Parque Regional Salinas y Arenales de San Pedro del Pinatar

Some of the places they choose Examples of birds that do it

Parque Regional Sierra Espuña ✓ Raven (Corvus corax) 
✓ Griffon vulture (Gyps fulvus)

Parque Regional Salinas y Arenales de San 
Pedro del Pinatar

✓ Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) 
✓ Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) 
✓ Night Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) 
✓ Little Bittern (Ixobrychus minutus) 
✓ Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus)

Crows perching on a roost in the Sierra Espuña 
Regional Park, photo: Sergio Eguía

Egrets roosting in the Regional Park Salinas y Arenales 
de San Pedro del Pinatar, photo: Luís Costa Guirao
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(Source of this article: Naturalmente Conectados Magazine, Summer 2022 edition.) 

Mar Delgado Samper - Head Informer- Parque Regional Salinas y Arenales de San Pedro 

Little Egret (Egretta garzetta)

Cattle Egret (Bubulcus Ibis)

Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus)Little Bittern (Ixobrychus minutus)

Night Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax)
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Aiming to make seashore meadows familiar to people 
Liminka Bay Visitor Centre grounds have been renewed in a project that aims to increase 
people’s knowledge of wetland habitats and the bird, plant, and insect species that habitat 
hosts. A new nature trail was built along the seashore meadows to provide a better access for 
people to see these habitats. Finnish cartoonist and illustrator Seppo Leinonen took up to the 
task to provide signs full of nature information along the trail. The results were phenomenal!  

Liminka Bay Visitor Centre

In addition to the new nature trail, a garden was built next to the Visitor Centre to showcase 
the different habitat types in a seashore meadow. The access is to the shore meadows in 
Liminka Bay are restricted and difficult to reach but with the meadow garden, we can show the 
habitats and plant species right here next to the Visitor Centre!

The nature trail and the meadow garden will provide a great learning environment for the 
numerous school groups visiting the Liminka Bay Visitor Centre every year.
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Tanja Jylänki - nature guide - Liminka Bay  

The final addition was a house martin hotel next to the garden with 40 artificial nests. The 
common house martin is classified as an endangered species here in Finland due to a rapid 
decline in the past decades. The researchers estimate that the common house martin 
population has decreased by 75% due to changes in agriculture and farming. We hope these 
artificial nests will increase the numbers of the local martin population in the coming years. 
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Poster and app about bird migration in 6 Dutch national parks. 
Six national parks, all coastal wetlands in The Netherlands, are working together to interest 
people about bird migration and the role of the national parks herein.   

Biesbosch National Park

Iconic birds: Last April a beautiful poster was 
issued with information about the most iconic 
birds in these national parks. Iconic because of 
their specific migration routes and the 
dangers they encounter. Incredibly brave and 
strong birds like barn swallow, spoonbill, 
avocet and marsh harrier. On one side of the 
poster you find information about these birds, 
on the other side there is a beautiful painting 
of spoonbills, especially made for this project 
by Erik van Ommen, a well known Dutch artist 
of bird paintings. 

General Public 
With the fascinating story of millions of 
birds migrating along the Dutch coasts we 
want to reach a general public. It is a story 
of unbelievable distances (twice a year), of 
many dangers underway (hunting, deserts 
etc) and of the importance of our national 
parks for food shelter and nesting 
possibilities. 

Additional information 
People can ask for a free poster in one of the many visitor centers in our parks. There is a QR 
code which leads them to one of the websites of the six parks with more information about 
birds, their migration and where to watch them. Most parks have regular excursions to go and 
watch birds especially in migration time.  
We wanted to make something additional to existing sheets for identifying birds. Right now, 3 
months later, we can say the poster is quite a success. People are very interested in the 
information it provides and take the poster home to be kept. Some people would have 
preferred a bigger poster (this one is A3), some have difficulties in taking the poster home 
without damaging it while at the same time they want to use the information provided.  
Parks involved in this project: Lauwersmeer, Nieuwland, NLDelta/Biesbosch, Oosterschelde, 
Schiermonnikoog, Dunes of Texel and Unesco World Heritage Site Waddenzee.
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Marianne den Braven - Biesbosch National Park

App for smartphone 
Our cooperation has not ended with this poster. Right now we are looking for a way to make an 
app about migrating birds for the general public. There are so many data about migration 
routes, about the dates on which birds arrive, you can track and trace individual birds during 
their migration, etc. But all these data are only available if you know how to find them (i.e. if you 
are a scientist or a keen birdwatcher). How wonderful would it be if these data can be translated 
to an app which is easy to use and read for people who are interested in the subject but are not 
birdwatchers. 

Can you help? 
If you are interested in this 
project, if you have data to 
share with us, or if you have 
experiences yourself with 
combining different data in 
such an app, it would be 
very helpful if you let us 
know.  
Please send me an e-mail, I 
would be happy to hear 
from you. 

M a r i a n n e d e n B ra v e n , 
Biesbosch National Park, 
N e t h e r l a n d s ,  
m.den.braven@dordrecht.nl

mailto:m.den.braven@dordrecht.nl
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Naturum Tåkern 

Naturum Tåkern visitorcenter celebrated 10 years on the 25 of May. As part of the celebration 
we invited all children turning 10 this year (700 children!) to visit us during April and May. 
During this special school visit we explored 4 of the global sustainability goals through 
interactive outdoor learning tasks, such as cleaning water, studies of underwater insects and 
much more. In the end of the day all children got to write a wish to the local politician, what 
they should do during the next 10 years to protect the environment, clean water and Tåkern. 
Many of the wishes was however for peace in the world, it was clear to us that the war in 
Ukraine was on everyone’s mind. 

Another exiting this that just happened, we just noticed “silk heron” (Little Egret) at the lake for 
the first time in history. This means we have sighted 279 birds at lake Tåkern. 

We had also invited another 10 year old: princess Estelle to celebrate with us. Princess Estelle 
visited us along with her parents and participated in a selection of activities we offer, and 
revealed the start of a new outdoor education space we are planning to build this year.

Jenny Carlsson - manager - Naturum Tåkern
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Avian flu hits the Zwin nature reserve 
Avian flu has hit certain bird populations in Northwestern Europe very hard in the late spring of 
2022. Dramatic news came from breeding colonies of Sandwich Terns in France and the 
Netherlands for example. In early June the first signs of unusual bird mortality became obvious 
in the Zwin nature reserve. Although there are no breeding Sandwich Terns in the reserve, these 
birds are regularly present in small numbers during the breeding seasons, from nearby Dutch 
breeding colonies. Among the first suspicious dead birds were several Sandwich Terns, lying at 
the edge of the tern colony in the Zwin, with breeding Common Terns and Little Terns. Mortality 
rose in the following weeks. The situation was followed up tightly by the Zwin Nature Park in 
collaboration with the Agency for Nature and Forests which manages the reserve. Weekly 
checks were made and bird corpses were collected in order to try to curb the further spread of 
avian flu through the corpses as much as possible and also to document the scale of the 
mortality. 
During June and July, no less than 264 corpses were gathered in the Zwin, the vast majority of 
which had very likely or certainly succumbed to avian flu. The species that was hit most severely 
was Herring Gull, with 102 casualties. The vast majority of these Herring Gulls were young bird 
in immature plumage. Birds of these younger age classes often gather in tight groups when 
resting, and they were probably very vulnerable because of that. The top three of species that 
were hit the most was completed by Common Tern (72 corpses) and Sandwich tern (48 
corpses). Common Tern is the most common breeding tern in the reserve, so this comes as no 
surprise. Both adult breeding birds and young birds were found dead. Sandwich Terns do not 
breed in the reserve, so 48 birds is a very high number nevertheless. We can witness how hard 
this species has been hit in particular by counts of roosting birds after the breeding season. 
After the breeding season, Sandwich Terns are used to gather by the hundreds in the reserve, 
spending several weeks here before the onset of autumn migration. Peak numbers are usually 
recorded in July, with maximum counts of 350-860 birds in that month in the period 2019-2021. 
In 2022, the maximum count of Sandwich Terns in the Zwin reserve was barely 50 birds, less 
than 10% of the average in the past three years. On top of that, very few juvenile birds have 
been observed. The Sandwich Tern population has been hit devastatingly hard by avian flu in 
the part of Europe. Other species that were found dead in (much) lower number were Little 
Tern, Mediterranean Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull and Eurasian Oystercatcher. 
Although this was clearly a very serious level of mortality for the Zwin reserve, it was not as 
severe as the levels of mortality that were recorded in Sandwich Tern colonies along the French 
and Dutch coasts not too far from the Zwin, where thousands of dead birds were found. Despite 
the considerable mortality, the breeding activity in the local tern colony in the Zwin went on 
reasonably well in view of the situation. The Common Tern had a diminished breeding success 
but a considerable number of young fledged nevertheless. 

Zwin Natuur Park
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One of the highest number of breeding Little Terns ever 
2022 is a bumper year for breeding Little Terns in the Zwin. No less than 66 breeding pairs were 
counted this year! This the second-highest number ever. The record of 75 nests dates back to a 
very long time ago, already from 1937. 66 breeding pairs are therefore a 'modern' record. 
Visitors to the Zwin nature Park could admire this the large colony perfectly from the viewing 
points in the reserve. At the beginning of May there were already favourable signs, when a 
maximum of no less than 144 roosting Little Terns were counted. Many of them have lingered to 
breed here. 
A total of 66 pairs is a tripling compared to last year. The 32 pairs that were counted in 2021 
were already a high figure. 2022 now had exceeded our expectations. The management that the 
Agency for Nature and Forests carries out on the breeding islands is no stranger to this success. 
Large parts of the island on which the Little Terns breed are provided with a thick shell layer: 
ideal breeding ground for these mini-terns! The Zwin has been the only breeding ground of 
Little Tern in Belgium in recent years, so it is good news that the numbers are doing well. 
Unfortunately, breeding success has not been great again, like last year. A good number of 
downy chicks were seen but only a handful are known to have fledged. The exact reason for this 
is unknown, but predation by breeding Herring Gulls, Lesser Black-backed Gulls, Mediterannean 
Gulls and Black-headed Gulls with whom the terns share the breeding islands is suspected to be 
the main reason. Luckily, the Little Terns do not seem to have been hit by the outbreak of avian 
flu that killed tens of birds on the breeding islands. Two Little Terns were found dead, but it was 
not certain if their death was caused by avian flu. 

Update Operation Stork 
For the ongoing project called ‘Operation Stork’, a transmitter project on White Storks that was 
started by the Zwin Nature Park and the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences in 2019 (see 
previous newsletters), five new young White Storks were fitted with a transmitter in June 2022. 
At the time of writing at the end of July, all five have left the nest and are getting ready for their 
autumn migration sometime in August. Since 2019, a total of 17 young storks have now been 
marked with a transmitter. Nine are still alive. 

2022 saw the first breeding attempt in the Zwin 
Nature Park of a female that was fit with a transmitter 
in 2019. Unfortunately, her breeding failed in the first 
days after the young had hatched from the eggs. 
First breeding attempts by White Storks often fail, 
probably because of inexperience. Despite the 
failure, it was very exciting to see the first of our 
transmitter storks returning to breed. This adds a new 
dimension to the very interesting data that we are 
gathering with this project. We are looking forward to 
more exciting results like this in the coming years.

Wouter Fayets - Zwin Natuur Park
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Biodiversum

Vanishing Treasures Expo at Biodiversum 
The Vanishing Treasures programme of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 
funded by the Government of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, works towards the 
conservation of three iconic and endangered mountain species – the snow leopard in Central 
Asia (Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan), the Royal Bengal tiger in Bhutan, and the mountain gorilla in 

the Greater Virunga landscape (Rwanda and 
Uganda). Vanishing Treasures aims to improve 
the understanding of the impacts of climate 
change on the species and their habitats, with 
the goal to increase the resilience of the species 
and the local mountain communities who live 
alongside them. 
The expo was officially opened by Joëlle 
Welfring (Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Sustainable Development of Luxembourg) 
and Bruno Pozzi (Director Europe Office, UNEP). 
Large, illuminated exhibition panels with texts 
a n d p h o t o g r a p h s a re p re s e n t i n g t h e 

characteristics of the three Vanishing Treasures species, the threats to the species and their 
habitats, resulting conflicts with the local communities and how Vanishing Treasures is 
addressing these challenges. The exhibition visitors can experience the species and their 
habitats through augmented reality, virtual reality and sand art features, which are an integral 
part of the exhibition. 

Keith Grant exhibits at Biodiversum 
For the first time in Luxembourg and upon invitation of 
Voice, Art and Social asbl., the well-known British 
painter Keith Grant exhibited his works at the 
Biodiversum from June 16th to 1st August. With his 
unique way of understanding and painting the beauty 
and myths of nature, he created an international 
reputation for himself. From the power of volcanoes to 
the tranquility of lakes and wetlands, the painter draws 
his inspiration and points out the dangers of climate 
change on man and nature. 

Patric Lorgé - Ornithologist - Biodiversum
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News from Eurosite
Here you can find the latest news about the Eurosite network, nature conservation policy, and 
other interesting information that can help you manage your site or nature area:  

https://www.eurosite.org/news/ 

We are very sad to announce that Jelke Brandehof is leaving the Eurosite Secretariat to start a 
new position in Germany. We all know Jelke as a very competent and highly motivated 
member of MBP. It was always a real pleasure to work with Jelke and we will miss her at our 
meetings.  

We wish Jelke all the best and much success in her new job!

https://www.eurosite.org/news/

