“Migratory Birds for People”
NEWSLETTER no. 11 (December 2011)

Introduction:
Dear colleagues,
This newsletter contains as usual some news items from the participating sites/centres and the notes from meetings of the
steering group.
We are very pleased that many of you already have planned to attend the coming meeting in Bruges, Belgium
25th – 28th of January 2012!
We wish you all:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Hyvää Joulua ja Onnellista Uutta Vuotta
God Jul och gott nytt år
Веселого Рождества и счастливого нового года
Linksmų Kal÷dų ir Laimingų Naujųjų metų
Glædelig Jul og Godt Nytår
Frohe Weihnachten und glückliches neues Jahr
Merry Christmas and happy New Year
Vrolijk kerstfeest en Gelukkig Nieuwjaar
Joyeux Noël et bonne année
Bon Nadal i feliç any nou
Feliz Navidad y feliz año nuevo

On behalf of the steering group,
Roelof Heringa

(r.heringa@staatsbosbeheer.nl )
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News from the network:

Finland : Liminganlahti conservation area:

Sweden: Naturum Lake Tåkern
Here at Lake Tåkern we are having an exceptional “winter”. Hardly
any snow yet (only one day) and lots of geese are staying on! We
counted 1500 Bean geese yesterday. Thus, they have stayed
already a month longer with us than last year!
Among them were 60 pink footed geese and 50 barnacle geese as
well.
We even have two Cranes hanging on at Tåkern!
Normally, they have all left by the end of October.
Ellen Hultman
Manager of Naturum Tåkern, Sweden

2

“Migratory Birds for People”
NEWSLETTER no. 11 (December 2011)

Lithuania: Nemunas Delta
The steering group has asked NEMUNAS DELTA REGIONAL PARK to join the network. Our contact is discussing the
possibilities.
(Roelof Heringa)
Contact: Saulius Svazav [Institute of Ecology of Vilnius University]

Russia: CEPA , St. Petersburg,
1. We hope to get funding for the development of mobile wetland wildlife centre next year from the transboundary Estonia
Latvia-Russia programme (EstLatRus). The international project application was submitted and recommended for funding,
the last months of 2011 are reserved for correction of documents etc.
2. Baltic Fund for Nature (BFN) is now widely involved into the preparation of the WLI Russia online conference which will
take place on 1st December and hosted by Chris Rostron, WLI global coordinator, and Yulia Danilova, head of educational
programme of BFN.
Dr. Evgeny Genelt-Yanovskiy
Baltic Fund for Nature Of St.Petersburg Naturalists Society
Universitetskaya emb. 7/9-11
Saint-Petersburg

Denmark: Nature Centre Vestamager

No message received.

United Kingdom: WWT Martinmere Wetland Centre.
No message received
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the Netherlands : Oostvaardersplassen
Results of the counting of large herbivores
by helicopter in the Oostvaardersplassen

Aerial view of the Oostvaardersplassen

Staatsbosbeheer has, with the assistance of the Dutch Royal Airforce, carried out a
counting of the large herbivores that live in the Oostvaardersplassen. (25 & 26
October). After three flights 3300 Red deer, 360 Heck cattle and 1150 Konik horses
were counted by three independent observers. These numbers will give basis for a
better view on the population dynamics of the large herbivores in the area. The
disturbance of the survey was acceptable.
The numbers are estimated, and for Heck cattle and Konik horses as expected.
The number of Red deer is higher then earlier counting from ground level.
Clip: You may have a look at the clip at Youtube which gives an impression of the counting.
Copy/paste the following link or press Ctrl + mouse click to open:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YsG1QNrOvDk&feature=player_embedded
(Roelof Heringa)

= Natuurpunt : visitor centre 'Uitkerkse Polder'.
= Visitor centre “het Zwin”
No message received.
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France: Baie de Somme

The Bird House of the Somme estuary as a Wetland center.
The Bird house was created in 1984 on the basis of a collection of mounted birds from more or less 300 species
from all over the world. Instead of a simple exhibition, it was decided to recreate the biotope of each group of species. At
the difference with a museum, the Bird house tried to change some aspects for the exhibition almost every year. During the
last 25 years, changes dealt with the creation of an outdoor trail with the creation of a marsh, new rooms dealing with seals,
raptors or the history of the Somme estuary. During the same period, outdoors trips were organized on different sub-sites of
the Ramsar site: Hâble d’Ault, Southern part of the Somme estuary… Recently the Syndicat Mixte Baie de Somme, owner
of the collections, bought a collection of mounted ducks from all but 3 species of the world.

Towards a new vocation
In 2007, the Bird house became the House of the Somme estuary and
of the birds (MBSO), so to develop its content and to answer all the questions
of the visitors about the rapid changes of the estuary, in combination with
global changes.
The main objective is now to present the main aspects of local
changes, sand-in in the estuary, shingle beds erosion, extension of salt
marshes, decrease in mudflat surfaces…Considered as one of the centres for
the « Baie de Somme as a Grand Site de France », it was necessary to think
about what could be the future of the site for the next 25 years.
At the moment, a study is trying to develop some scenarios on the future and in
particular on landscape, architecture and exhibition aspects
The main objectives to develop are:
o Give information and aware visitors about natural habitats and
biodiversity
o Encourage touristic activities that contribute to nature conservation
o Create a new indoor product on estuaries, wetlands and wildlife
o Create a new wetland around the centre with a discovery footpath
o Develop a footpath around a shingle excavation situated closed to the site.
Benoît Marsal & Patrick Triplet,
Syndicat mixte Baie de Somme, Grand Littoral Picard

France: Camargue Gardoise / Centre de découverte du Scamandre,
No message received.
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Spain: Aiguamolls de l’Emporda
The winter’s season and wintering birds in Aiguamolls.
It has been an excellent winter for the moment, with lots of rain
(more than 400 mm just in November).
The whole marsh is plenty with ducks (for instance, 2 White
fronted geese, a very rare species in Catalonia, and even a
Garganey (Anas querquedula) in winter, which doesn’t happen
every year, as it’s a summer breeder.

Also some other birds such as flamingos, Glossy ibis (Plegadis falcinellus), Bonelli’s eagle (Aquila fasciata), etc.
Apart from that, during summer season we had grazers in the Spartina juncea (similar to small reed grass, called Spanish
broom) area and after that, we burnt it to increase the habitat for geese, shorebirds, ducks, waders, etc.

The area is now more suitable for birds….

It has been really successful, with a flock of over 300 snipes in a small area, plus teals, mallards, pochards, pintails,
shovelers, etc.
Ponç Feliu,
Aiguamolls de l’Emporda, Catalonia
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Spain: las Salinas y Arenales de San Pedro del Pinatar
Under the title: “El PR de las Salinas y Arenales de San Pedro del Pinatar
incluido en Migratory Birds for People” , our partner in Southern Spain announced
their involvement in our network.

You can find the article on:
http://www.murcianatural.carm.es/web/guest/visor-noticias//asset_publisher/4DFi/content/362933;jsessionid=7CD20D4C67DD1BF72B38E81744E02B3B?artId=362933
(Roelof Heringa)

Strengthening Africa through the East Atlantic Flyway initiatives
• Wings over wetlands
The Flyway Training Programme under Wings over Wetlands (WOW) project has developed a very
comprehensive Flyway Training Kit in both languages (English and French). West Africa was still waiting the
French version of the Kit to support the different networks through different trainings. The good news is, the
French version of the Kit is now here!!
The beauty is, now the team can go into implementation as the Kit includes tailor-made training materials on
topics related to flyway conservation, wetland management and migratory waterbird conservation, targeted to a
range of stakeholders in the African-Eurasian region.
In addition, two main projects will be implemented in the region considering the East Atlantic flyways:
Strengthening networks for the conservation of migratory birds and their habitats along the
west coast of Africa (Birdlife International)
The project submitted by Birdlife International and funded by MAWA Foundation for the next three and half years
(3.5) focuses on the coastal zone of West Africa, which supports some of the highest concentrations of migratory
birds in the world. The target area embraces seven countries, following the PRCM (Regional Coastal and Marine
Conservation Programme) for West Africa. BirdLife International and Wetlands International will build on their
wide experience in Capacity building to strengthen the different networks with the focus on national NGOs. These
actions will result in strong partnerships for long-term conservation of migratory birds and will contribute to
financial and social sustainability of the project.
•
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The project will also use these strengthened networks to improve the knowledge and conservation status of
migratory birds through comprehensive programmes of integrated research, monitoring and conservation action.
These will include the development and implementation of a monitoring programme and species action plans
International Co-operation For the Protection of Waterbirds Along their Flyways (Common
Wadden Sea Secretariat)
This three year project (2011 -2013) aims at intensifying co-operation for the protection of waterbirds along the
African-Eurasian Flyway, with a special focus on capacity-building and improvement of area management and
sustainable development. The project is guided by results from an international workshop of March 2011 held in
Wilhelmshaven, which identified a need for action in the areas of local capacity-building and sustainable
management of protected areas, and proposed activities in the areas of monitoring / research and support / coordination of ongoing activities.
•

An important “bridge” between these two projects and other national initiatives / partners will help the
entire region for better achievements of the different project requirements.

Training course on waterbird monitoring for site mangers in Senegal

Abdoulaye Ndiaye
Capacity Building Manager
Wetlands International Africa
BP 25581 Dakar, Fann
Sénégal
Tel: + 33 869 16 81
Fax: + 33 825 12 92
Email : andiaye@wetlands.sn
afrique.wetlands.org
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Any other network news


Kind request for footage. Wetlands International are in the process of making
a film on migratory birds and wetlands, which could also form a resource for
each wetland centre as a movie in digital format with images that could be used
for a “Migratory Birds for People”- presentation. We hope for your positive
response and will of course discuss with you the conditions under which you
would be willing to share this material with us.



The steering group decided to develop a certificate by which the participating
visitor centre can show that they are a member of the Migratory Birds for
People- network. This certificate can be obtained for free. Just write an email to
r.heringa@staatsbosbeheer.nl and we will send you a certificate.
The first certificate has already been ordered by Vestamager Nature Centre in Denmark!
We will bring a number of these certificates to our meeting in Bruges.
Just to give you an idea:
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News from the Steering group ---- period September – November 2011
1. Meetings:
Recent meetings with partners have developed the content and structure of our January meeting in Brussels –
this is a great opportunity to see some wetland centres, and to develop our plans for development of the MBP
delivery. Although we already have a good set of organizations signed up to attend, we will also contact those
partners who are unable to come, to get their ideas and views. The meeting details are within this newsletter,
please let us know if you would like to come.
We have also discussed options for funding, and started to contact relevant organizations. There are several EU
funds that we could approach, as well as many existing projects that we could work with to seek match-funding, or
create joint bids. We will use the January meeting to explore these options further.
Recently we also talked with Abdoulaye Ndiaye of Wetland International West Africa, regarding the involvement of
West Africa wetland centres. He will visit centres in the region to identify lead people and to get them to join the
network officially. This is likely to happen within the next 2 months. He will also collect some baseline data on
their activities. See Abdoulaye’s update in the newsletter.
We wish you a great festive break, and look forward to seeing some of you in Belgium to progress MBP further.
Chris Rostron

We think Ellen Hultman has an interesting job nowadays….
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Migratory Birds for People: Annual meeting in Bruges, Belgium,
January 25 - 28, 2012 (draft programme)
Migratory Birds for People: Annual meeting in Bruges, Belgium, January 25-28, 2012
Hosted by the Province of West-Vlaanderen, Natuurpunt vzw and the visitors centre ‘Uitkerkse Polder’. Accommodation:
Youth-hostel ‘De Wullok’, (www.dewullok.be), walking distance Uitkerkse Polder.
Contact: Bob van den Driessche, e-mail: bob.vandendriessche@natuurpunt.be
PROGRAMME
25th January - Wednesday
evening: arrive on Wednesday evening: pick up at the railway station in Bruges.
(Brussels airport - Bruges is +/- 1.5 hrs).
26th January - Thursday
Arrival at around 9.30 in Bruges Railway station - we provide transport - or at 10.00 in the visitors centre Uitkerkse Polder,
(village is Uitkerkse, about 15 min. from Bruges railway station).
10.00
– CR to introduce meeting content and recap progress so far of MBP.
10.15
– Update session from partners on progress at each site (max 10 minutes each)
11.15 (and coffee) What does a successful MBP partner look like? Aspirations from each partner, working in pairs, for their
own centre or areas of work. Feedback to group.
12.00
– Introduction to the ‘interpretation workshop’; setting of tasks over the field visit to look at different
interpretation work. Het Zwin to update on their Inter-reg bid and its aims.
12.30
– 13.15 Lunch in the Visitors centre.
13.15
Departure to The Zwin (town is Knokke, near Dutch border), with a stop-over in Damme.
14.00
Field trip and presentation about the new project in The Zwin
17.00
Workshop on strategy areas – either all focus on interpretation, or break into groups for different strategies
(preparation for day 2)
18.00
departure from the Zwin to Bruges.
19.00
Dinner and visit Bruges ‘Venice of the north’ by night, having an inspiring Belgian beer.
27th January - Friday
8.30
– Recap and introduction for those arriving on Friday. Review the work plan. Each strategy group to update
on their own area of work and explore the individual actions for each one.
10.00
– coffee
10.20
– Feedback from groups on each strategy area. Agree on actions. Think about opportunties for specific
project, partners and funders.
12.00
Lunch at the visitors centre and short field trip to the Uitkerkse Polder (pink-footed goose, short-eared owl,
white-tailed eagle). Our guide is dr. Eckhart Kuijken (one of Europe’s leading experts on geese and co-signer
of the Ramsar-convention in 1971). Continue discussions.
14.30
Plan for activities in 2012, discuss development and funding/resource opportunities. How does MBP fit with
local, regional or European projects that could provide match-funding? What funding streams could MBP
attract? Can we come up with some key projects as part of MBP that we should prioritise for funding
15.45
- coffee
16.00
Communication. How will we communicate MBP messages and plans to our partners and the wider wetland
centre network? What do we need in order to get our messages across.
16.45
– sum up of actions for MBP, and next steps
17.00
Departure for those who wish or have to, or 18.00 Dinner
28th January - Saturday
09.00
Departure to the Blankaart (town: Diksmuide, http://www.natuurpunt.be/nl/de-natuur-in/natuurgebied-deblankaart_42.aspx), Ramsar area with visitors centre, and the Bourgoyen (town: Ghent,
http://www.natuurpunt.be/nl/de-natuur-in/natuurgebied-bourgoyen-_40.aspx), on the way back to Brussels.
29th January - Sunday: optional
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SUPPLEMENT:

List of participants in Europe and West-Africa

Finland :
Liminganlahti conservation area
Contact: Sari Airas, Programme manager Metsähallitus
Jukupolku 5, 85100 Kalajoki
Mob: +358-40-5016127
Email :
sari.airas@metsa.fi
Website : www.wwt.org.uk/wli/regional-partners/.../liminganlahti
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Sweden:
Naturum Lake Täkern
Contact: Ellen Hultman
Naturvårdsenheten Länsstyrelsen Östergötland
Tel: +46-(0)13-196561
Mob : +46-703-776599.
Email: ellen.hultman@lansstyrelsen.se
Website:

http://www.lansstyrelsen.se/OSTERGOTLAND/SV/DJUROCH-NATUR/FRILUFTSLIV/NATURUMTAKERN/Pages/index.aspx

Russia:
CEPA- St.Petersburg
Contact: Dr. Evgeny Genelt-Yanovskiy
Baltic Fund for Nature Of St.Petersburg Naturalists Society
Universitetskaya emb. 7/9-11
Saint-Petersburg
199034 Russia

Getteröns Naturcentrum, Avosetta AB
Lassavägen 1, 432 93 Varberg
contact: Linda Eklund
Tel: +46-340 - 87510
Office +46-340 - 10189
Mob. +46 – 703 - 925389
Fax +46(0)340 - 150 54
Linda.eklund@lansstyrelsen.se

Website: www.getteron.com

Phone: +7(812) 328 96 20
Email: eugene@bfn.org.ru
Websites : http://www.wwt.org.uk/wli/regional-partners/europe/nature
watch-baltic
http://web.me.com/naturewatch.

Lithuania:
PROPOSED: NEMUNAS DELTA REGIONAL PARK
Contact: Saulius Svazav [Institute of Ecology of Vilnius University]
phone: +370-441 75050
website: www.nemunodelta.lt

Denmark:
Nature Centre Vestamager,
Granatvej 3-9,
2770 Kastrup
Contact: Stella Blichfeldt
Naturvejleder
Naturstyrelsen, Hovedstaden
Dir tlf.: (+45) 72543159
Mobile: (+45) 23730260
Email: stb@nst.dk
Website: www.udinaturen.dk
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Germany :
Nationalpark - Haus Husum,
Hafenstraße 3,
25813 – DE Husum
Contact: Dr. Hans-Ulrich Rösner
Tel : +49-4841-6685-51
Email: roesner@wwf.de
info@nationalparkhaus-husum.de
Website: www.nationalparkhaus-husum.de

www.wwf.de/wattenmeer

Netherlands:
Infocentrum “Oostvaardersplassen”
[to be changed in visitor centre “Oostvaardersland” - 2012]

Contact: Wenda Kloen;
Tel: +31-320-254585
Mob: +31-621266674
Email w.kloen@staatsbosbeheer.nl
Website: www.staatsbosbeheer.nl

Belgium:
Bezoekerscentrum Uitkerkse Polder
1st Contact: Liesbet Cleynhens (Coordinator visitor centres for
Natuurpunt.) Coxiestraat 11, 2800 Mechelen |
Tel: +32-15-29 72 20
Mob: +32-479839287
Email: liesbet.cleynhens@natuurpunt.be

Bezoekerscentrum Het Zwin
Contact: Wim de Roo,
Project coördinator REECZ en Natura People
dienst MiNaWA, sectie NME, bureau 3.19
Provincie West-Vlaanderen
Koning Leopold III-laan 41
8200 Sint-Andries

2nd Contact: Bob Vandendriessche
Kuiperscheeweg 20, 8370 Uitkerke
Tel.:+32-50 42 90 40
Mob.: +32- 477757491
E-mail: bc.uitkerksepolder@natuurpunt.be
Website http://www.natuurpunt.be/blankenberg

T +32-50 403 596
F +32-50 403 403
G +32-497435509
E Wim.DeRoo@west-vlaanderen.be
W www.west-vlaanderen.be
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United Kingdom:
WWT Martin Mere Wetland Centre
Contact: Andy Wooldridge
Fish Lane, Burscough
Lancashire
L40 OTA, United Kingdom
Tel: +44-1704895181-0
Email: andy.wooldridge@wwt.org.uk
Website : www.wwt.org.uk

France:
F 80 100 Abbeville
•
Baie de Somme
Tel :+33 (0)6 86 67 97 92
contact: Patrick Triplet
email: patrick.triplet1@orange.fr
Syndicat Mixte Baie de Somme
website: www.baiedesomme.fr
1, place de l'Amiral Courbet
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Tel:+33-4 66 73 52 05
•
Camargue Gardoise / Centre de découverte du
Scamandre, Syndicat Mixte pour la protection et la gestionemail : mundler@camarguegardoise.com
de la Camargue Gardoise
2nd contact: Jérémiah PETIT
Conservateur
RNR du Scamandre
1st contact : Cécile Mundler
Registered office : SMCG - Hôtel du Département - rue Guillemette -Responsable gestion-aménagement des domaines Départementaux
*Centre de découverte du Scamandre
30044 NIMES cedex 9
Route des Iscles – Gallician, 30600 Vauvert
téléphone : +33-4 66 76 78 55
Visitor centre : +Centre de découverte du Scamandre – Gallician – Tel :+33-4 66 73 52 05
email : petit@camarguegardoise.com
30600 VAUVERT
website : www.camarguegardoise.com

Spain:
1. Aiguamolls de l’Empordà Natural Parc
Contact: Ponç Feliu and Sergio Romero
Information Centre : El Cortalet, Castelló d’Empúries (road to Sant Pere Pescador).
Tel.: +34-972 454 222.
email : pfeliu@serpa.cat and sromero@serpa.cat

website: www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aiguamolls_de_l'Empordà
www.iberianature.com
2. Ebro Delta
Contact: Xavier Escuté i Gasulla
Àrea de Territori i Paisatge
Fundació Caixa Catalunya
Provença, 261-265, 2n 2a / 08008 Barcelona
+34 93 484 70 08
xavier.escute@fcaixacatalunya.es
website: geographyfieldwork.com/Ebro%20Delta%20Natural%20Park
3. Parque Regional Salinas y Arenales de San Pedro del Pinatar

Contact : Alfredo González Rincón
Área de Conservación de Espacios Naturales del Litoral de la Región de Murcia
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Dirección General de Medio Ambiente.
Consejería de Presidencia.
C/Catedrático Eugenio Úbeda, nº 3,
4ª Planta; Despacho 438,
C.P. 30008 Murcia.
Teléfono: +34-968.22.84.49
pr-salinasdesanpedro@listas.carm.es


Teresa López Aledo & Ana Navarro Sequero
Dirección General de Medio Ambiente
Consejería de Presidencia de la Región de Murcia
C/ Catedrático Eugenio Úbeda, 3 - 4ª planta. Despacho 438
30.008 Murcia
--------------------------Teléfono: +34-968.17.81.39
Móvil: +34-648 540 987
Fax:
+34-968 22 89 03
Email: teresa.lopez@lagenerala.com
Website: http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salinas_y_Arenales_de_San_Pedro_del_Pinatar
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Proposed participants in West-Africa
The wetlands we aim to connect are the Banc D’Arguin in
Mauritania, the Djoudj in Northern Senegal and the Bijagós
Archipelago in Guinea Bissau.

Banc d’Arguin, Mauretania

Parc National Djoudj, Senegal

Bijagós Archipelago, Guinee Bissau

Our contact person for this region is:
Abdoulaye Ndiaye,Deputy-Director Africa Programme
Wetlands International, Senegal. (ablaywet@sentoo.sn )

Gewijzigde veldcode
Met opmaak: Hyperlink,
Engels (Groot-Brittannië)

The individual centres have not yet confirmed their
involvement in the programme.

Met opmaak: Engels
(Groot-Brittannië)

Parc National des Oiseaux du Djoudj
(in our November-newsletter we highlighted Bijagós Archipelago)
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Contact details Working group:
Chris Rostron (Head of Wetland Link International)
Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT)
Slimbridge, Glos GL2 7BT, UK
T
+44 (0)1453 891214
F
+44 (0)1453 890827
M
+44 (0)7906 564 641
Skype: Chris.Rostron1
E
chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk
W
wli.org.uk

Taej Mundkur (Programme Manager - Flyways, Wetlands International Headquarters),
Visiting address: Horapark 9 (2nd floor), 6717 LZ Ede, THE NETHERLANDS
Postal address: Postbox 471, 6700 AL, Wageningen, (NL)
Office Tel: +31 318 660910, Cell: +31- 614987324
E-mail: taej.mundkur@wetlands.org
Skype: taejmundkur
Website: www.wetlands.org

Szabolcs Nagy (Programme Manager - Flyways, Wetlands International Headquarters),
Visiting address: Horapark 9 (2nd floor), 6717 LZ Ede, THE NETHERLANDS
Postal address: Postbox 471, 6700 AL, Wageningen, (NL)
Office Tel: +31-318 660910
E-mail: szabolcs.nagy@wetlands.org
Skype: szabolcsnagy
Website: www.wetlands.org

Theo de Bruin (Projectleader visitor centre, Oostvaardersland Staatsbosbeheer)
Staatsbosbeheer , Regional office Region East
Postbus 6, 7400 AA Deventer (NL)
T.+31-570747100 / Cell +31-655854323
E-mail: th.bruin@staatsbosbeheer.nl

Roelof Heringa (Project manager & International affairs, Staatsbosbeheer).
Staatsbosbeheer , Regional office Region East
Postbus 6, 7400 AA Deventer (NL)
T.+31-570747100 / Cell +31-655306276
Skype: Roelof.Heringa1
E-mail: r.heringa@staatsbosbeheer.nl
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