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What is WLI? 

A support network for those running wetland 
education centres set up in 1991 

Hosted at WWT, UK 

MoU with Ramsar 

CEPA (communication, education participation 
and awareness) on site 

Over 300 members worldwide 

WLI Russia and WLI Europe 



Any wetland where CEPA activities are taking 
place 

Built centre of various sizes or just regular 
activity 

Formal or informal learning 

Public, private or governmental 

 

What is a wetland centre? 



Why do wetlands matter? 

High biodiversity of wetlands 

Ecosystem services – what wetlands can 
do for us 

- Provisioning (food, timber, water) 

- Regulation (climate, water storage, 
soils) 

- Cultural / spiritual (recreation, 
relaxation, culture) 

- Supporting (habitat, soils, nutrient 
cycling) 

Support for migratory birds 

Wetlands rapidly disappearing (tidal flat 
reclamation particularly) 

Threats from pollution / abstraction 

Climate change impacts 

  



Over-arching WLI activities 

WLI website, regional pages, and virtual visits 

Regional networks (Russia, MBP, Asia etc) 

Distance learning course 

Information sheets 

Monthly and 6-monthly newsletters 

Regional conferences 

Partner activities, twinning and exchange 

 

 

 

 



Muraviovka Park, Russia 

Far east Russia 

Demonstration farming and wetlands 

International work with partners 

Crane conservation links 

Recent work with Singapore – students skype 
conference 



Mai Po, Hong Kong 

Run by WWF 

Complements work with Hong Kong Wetland 
Park 

Training and capacity building across the 
region, particularly south China 

Events and schools visits 

Key migration stop 

 

 

 



Suncheon Bay, South Korea 

Wetland important for species such as 
hooded crane 

Existing site on the coast 

Range of activities and displays 

New centre built nearer town 

 



Hunter Wetland Centre, Australia 

Community developed wetland centre 

Restored wetland 

Range of cultural and biodiversity events 

Ramsar site 

 

  



Castle Espie Wetland Centre, UK 

Northern Ireland 

By significant wetland, Strangford 
Lough 

Recently renewed 

Sustainable features 

Art, culture, wildlife, industrial heritage 

 

 

  



How can we raise the profile of wetlands? 

75% of the developed world’s population now lives 
in cities or urban areas 
Lack of contact between people and nature, leads 
to . . . 
…lack of understanding or valuing of nature 
 
We need to:  
Encourage people to visit and understand 
wetlands 
Actively contact schools, politicians, local 
communities 
Run events and eye-catching activities 

 
 



Next steps for Russia 

Engage with each other 

Develop and share resources and best practice in Russia 

Promote the wetland centre approach 

Engage with centres outside of Russia 


