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Dear WLI Colleague, 

 

Welcome to the September 

edition of the WLI World 

newsletter.  Welcome also to 

the new WLI intern, this time 

from Chile.  He is Patricio 

Guerrero (or Pato) who will 

be with us until April next 

year.  You can find out more about him in his article 

later in the newsletter.   We have also just hosted two 

other colleagues from Chile, one from the Fundación 

Kennedy and one from their partners the UCBC 

(Chilean-British Cultural University), who have worked 

on translating a lot of material including the Ramsar 

Disease Manual, which is now available in Spanish.  

 

The Global Wetlands Survey that we’re working on 

with WWN (World Wetland Network) and SWS 

(Society of Wetland Scientists) has just closed, with 

over 500 responses from all over the world.  We’ll 

bring you results from that in the coming weeks, 

check our website for more. 

 

Earlier this year we held a Webinar on ‘Bringing 

visitors into your wetland’ for WLI Americas, a great 

opportunity to engage with people across the 

continents, without having to worry about travel 

expenses or carbon footprint.  We are now planning 

the next one on ‘Evaluation of CEPA activities’ to take 

place on the 25th of October.  We’ve also recently 

completed the guide to running successful 

community conservation events as part of the Flight 

of the Swans, which will be available on our website 

shortly. 

 

Across Europe and Africa, MBP is still going strong, 

we held webinars with schools from across the flyway 

as part of World Migratory Bird Day, which went so 

well we plan to do the same next year.  MBP’s annual 

meeting takes place next month in Luxembourg. 

 

If you want to contribute a story about your activities, 

let us know and we’ll include it in the next newsletter, 

or on our website.  

Best regards, 

 

Chris Rostron 

Head of WLI 



 

WLI Intern 2017-18, Patricio Guerrero 
 

 

I am Patricio 

Guerrero from Chile 

doing an internship 

as part of the 

Wetland Link 

International (WLI) 

program of the 

Wildfowl Wetland 

Trust (WWT) in 

Slimbridge, England. 

My background is 

in the NGO sector, where I work on projects related 

to improving the access of rural communities to 

water resources, and to strengthen citizenship in 

environmental matters; wetlands, their biodiversity 

and the tools of education and involvement.  In 

addition, I have worked on local campaigns to 

establish a protected area for the dunes and wetlands 

of Putú as a Nature Sanctuary in the coastal zone of 

the of Maule region, Chile. 

 

At the “International Conference on Wetland 

Conservation in Latin America and the Caribbean” 

(Pica, 2014), a series of organizations and people 

from Latin America working in different  

 

wetlands across the continent met together.  We 

decided to share our common goals and build a 

network of organizations from civil society that work 

together based on the individual challenges and 

character of their local area, and focussing on 

conservation, education and the sustainable 

development of wetlands.  

 

REDALES was created, and held a side event at COP 

12 - Ramsar (Uruguay, 2015) titled "Involving 

communities in wetland conservation through local 

actions".  Today, REDALES has partners across the 

continent, and we are in process of development, and 

continue to be a forum for discussion, and a support 

tool for the NGO’s voice for the conservation of 

wetlands in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 

During my internship, I will be working on Wetland 

Link International (WLI). I will work on developiong 

links with the members and new organizations 

throughout the American continent, and to progress 

the work that WLI has been doing during the last 

years across the world, and in the Americas in 

particular.  I hope to learn more about birdwatching, 

embed myself in conservation and experience how 

communities are involved and engaged in wetlands. 

Wetland ecology at Slimbridge has its own story, 

WWT’s founder, Sir Peter Scott, is certainly an 

inspiration for the future of wetlands conservation. I 

am very happy to have this opportunity and make 

the most of my stay at WWT Slimbridge. 

 

For more information. Contact Pato here. 

   

mailto:patricio.guerrero@wwt.org.uk


 

Škocjan Caves Park - Slovenia 
 

Škocjan 

Caves Park 

is a wetland 

and 

biosphere 

reserve, and 

runs 

education 

activities in 

line with the provisions of the UNESCO World 

Heritage Convention, Man and the Biosphere 

programme and the CEPA activities under Ramsar 

Convention.  The activities comprise two key areas: 

educating schoolchildren, visitors and other 

individuals about the valuable natural features and 

cultural heritage; and gathering local knowledge that 

exists in this part of the Karst region and the Reka 

River Basin Area, to preserve and recognize local 

knowledge down the generations.  

 

We established the International Schools network in 

2003, which joins five schools in Slovenia, one in Italy, 

and we are about to welcome two new primary 

schools from our buffer zone.  The Škocjan Caves 

Public Service Agency coordinates the activities of 

schoolchildren in the Park and international projects 

from the field of natural or social sciences.  Since 

2001 the Park has also marked International Women’s 

Day.  The schoolchildren compare the past and 

present role of women in society and at home as well 

as the connected sustainable everyday use of natural 

resources in the past compared with today.  

For the past seven years, the Park has marked World 

Environment Day and hosts the Congress of Young 

Researchers of the Karst Biosphere Reserve. The 

schoolchildren critically explore the phenomena and 

the situation in their environment and present the 

findings to their peers and invited experts at the 

congress. This year’s research tasks focussed on 

biodiversity, energy consumption and the issue of 

micro plastic in our environment. Researchers from 

the Tular’s underground laboratory in Kranj also gave 

a lecture about the 

olm (Proteus 

anguinus) and 

importance of good 

quality water in the 

underground 

ecosystems. 

 

 

Educational programmes extend beyond the Karst 

Biosphere Reserve. Besides workshops and lectures 

for schoolchildren, the Park also provides professional 

training for the mentors who work in the Network of 

Schools and in other schools in Slovenia that mark 

the World Wetlands Day in cooperation with the 

National Education Institute. We are very glad to be 

part of WLI. It is a privilege to further exchange news 

and good practices with colleagues from all over the 

world.  For more information contact Vanja Debevec  

           

mailto:vanja.debevec@psj.gov.si


 

MIGRATION OF RED KNOTS – TRAVELLING EXHIBITION OF EAST 

ASIAN-AUSTRALASIAN FLYWAY PARTNERSHIP (EAAFP) 
 

Red Knots and 

Great Knots are 

small, stocky 

wading birds. 

They use large, 

muddy estuaries 

around the coast 

for feeding. The 

population of 

both species has 

been declining at 

a rate of 2-2.5 % 

per year in recent 

decades, primarily 

as a result of habitat loss at the stopover sites in East 

Asia. The East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF) 

Partnership is currently promoting the “Year of the 

Knots” to call attention to the plight of these birds 

and advocate urgent conservation actions to save 

them. 

 

One of the activities to support this campaign is The 

Migration of Red Knots – A travelling exhibition of 

EAAFP. A set of artwork panels is travelling along the 

EAAF, in parallel with the migration of the Red Knots. 

The beautiful artwork in this exhibition is created by 

Janet Essley in collaboration with the biologist Lee 

Tibbitts. Each painting depicts an aspect of the 

behaviour of Red Knots at a particular location along 

their migration route, and is rendered in an art style 

that was or is native to the particular location being 

depicted. Janet carefully researched art styles from 

the different cultures of countries the Red Knot 

visits during its yearly migration, to produce a 

glorious collection of original work. The set is now in 

the Hunter Estuary Ramsar Site [EAAF010] where 

recently there was a launching ceremony with talks 

and live music. 

 

Red Knots link people and countries in the Flyway 

through their annual migration. We hope this 

exhibition inspires people to consider the importance 

of migratory waterbirds and their habitats especially 

tidal flats that are so important for so many species. 

Contact the EAAFP Secretariat if you would like to be 

part of the migration by holding this Red Knot 

exhibition in your location. 

 

For more information contact Tomoko Ichigawa, 

communications officer, East Asia Australasia Flyway 

Partnership 

  

.  

 

 

http://www.eaaflyway.net/our-activities/wmbd/wmbd2017/year-of-the-knots/
http://www.eaaflyway.net/our-activities/wmbd/wmbd2017/year-of-the-knots/
http://www.eaaflyway.net/our-activities/wmbd/wmbd2017/the-migration-of-red-knots/
http://www.eaaflyway.net/our-activities/wmbd/wmbd2017/the-migration-of-red-knots/
http://www.eaaflyway.net/our-activities/wmbd/wmbd2017/the-migration-of-red-knots/
http://www.eaaflyway.net/hunter-estuary-ramsar-site-eaaf010-australia/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Hunter.Wetlands/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10155621991064043
mailto:secretariat@eaaflyway.net
mailto:%20communication@eaaflyway.net


 

Reserve Naturelle Communautaire Tocc Tocc  (Senegal) 
 

Situated in the Saint-Louis region of northern 

Senegal, the Community Nature Reserve (RNC) of 

TOCC TOCC is a wetland contingous with Lake Guiers, 

the largest freshwater source in the country, and the 

main source of food and water for Dakar, the capital 

of Senegal. 

 

The reserve consists of two main habitats: a terrestrial 

habitat (20% of the total) with Tamarix senegalensis, 

forming the home of several terrestrial mammals (the 

common jackal, patas monkey, etc.); and a wetland 

area (80% of the total) consisting mainly of a fresh 

water catchment.  

 

These two different 

environments make 

the TOCC TOCC 

reserve an area of 

exceptional 

ecological interest.  

It is one of the rare 

breeding and 

feeding sites of the 

African manatee (Trichechus 

senegalensis) a species 

recently added to annexe 1 of 

CITES.  It is also a nesting site 

for the Adanson’s mud turtle 

(Pelusios adansonii) an 

endangered species, as well as for many species of 

water birds.  

         

This wetland, designated as a community nature 

reserve in 2011 and Ramsar site in 2014, is 

outstanding for 

its high 

biodiversity 

value, and 

particularly for 

the role it plays 

partly in the 

migration of 

western 

Palearctic birds, and partly for its human benefits in 

providing freshwater, for gathering food, for fish and 

agricultural production, and for leisure activities. 

 

Through the goods and services that it offers to local 

populations, it represents a source of revenue, 

particularly for the many activities that generate 

sustainable development for humans, in return for 

their investment in the management of biodiversity.  

The TOCC TOCC RNC acts as an important tool in the 

fight against poverty in the surrounding area. 

 

To find out more, please contact the reserve 

conservationist, Capitain Osseynou Niang,  

 

mailto:%20rnctocctocc@yahoo.fr


 

Paracas National Reserve (Perú): Sand and sea paradise 

On the 25th of 

September 2017 

the first marine-

coastal protected 

natural area 

declared in Peru 

celebrated its 42nd 

anniversary; as the 

Paracas National Reserve (RNP), a paradise of life and 

an unforgettable tourist destination that preserves 

more than 1,600 species of wild flora and fauna, as 

well as pre-Inca cultural archaeological heritage 

samples. 

 

Paracas, located in southern Perú, within the 

department of Ica, Pisco province, was declared in 

1975 as a protected area in order to conserve a 

portion of the desert and the Peruvian sea, a 

representative sample of the marine ecosystems of 

the cold sea of the Humboldt Current, considered 

one of the most productive in the world. 

 

The Natural Reserve was recognized as a Ramsar site 

in 1992 and today is visited by thousands of 

Peruvians and foreigners who enjoy their landscapes 

and history. It has more than 120 archaeological sites, 

including preserved human artefacts, displaying 

fossilized flora and fauna that date back to an age 

between 325 and 11 million years ago, history 

relating to the Paracas civilisation, indigenous 

communities who left a great cultural legacy that is 

still preserved in the Reserve today. 

 

Soil, sea and air: there is a whole sensory experience 

from the different perspectives that you can 

experience in the Interpretation Centre.  Videos and 

exhibition halls with fossil remains and replicas of the 

giant Humboldt penguin (Inkayacu paracasensis), a 

species which is more than 36 million years old, are 

part of what is displayed.  You can also take the 

Paracas Wind Tunnel tour, where you can experience 

the typical winds of the area, very frequent in the 

winter months; therefore the name of the Reserve, 

"Para" means rain and "acca", sand, hence the name 

of Paracas "sand rain". 

 

In the ‘under the sea’ section you can see the great 

richness of the Humboldt Current cold sea, and the 

different forms of traditional fishing that until today 

are developed in the Reserve. The tour ends with an 

exhibition of the diversity of resident and migratory 

birds that use this natural space as a breeding, 

feeding and resting area. 

 

The Paracas National Reserve is definitely a paradise 

of sand and sea that you should visit.  

To find out more, contact here. 

mailto:shirleymelendezc@gmail.com


 

WLI future plans 

 

The WLI Asia conference is coming up soon, from the 

6th to the 11th of November, jointly hosted with the 

Asia Wetlands Symposium, and giving us a great 

opportunity to raise the profile of wetland education 

centres, as well as learning from other wetland 

professionals.  The Ramsar Regional Centre is now 

leading on WLI Asia, working with WLI Global, and 

taking a lead in organizing the conference.  

 

We also have the MBP annual meeting, taking place 

in Luxembourg hosted by Biodiversum Remerschen in 

early October, with a focus on promoting wetlands in 

a multi-lingual fashion, useful for many countries with 

multiple languages, as well as those attracting 

international tourism, which these days is most of us.  

We hope to share the outcomes of these discussions 

after the meeting. 

 

The WLI website is now finally being redeveloped, so 

look out for the draft version in your inboxes soon – 

we would value your comments.  The website is the 

main method of communicating for us, so we would 

like create something that is as useful to as many 

people as possible. 

 

Finally, world wetlands day this year is using urban 

wetlands as its theme.  If you have ideas of how to 

celebrate, or want to tell us about you activities, then 

please get in touch.   

 

 

Contact 
 

Head of WLI 

 

Chris Rostron  

 

WWT, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire GL2 7BT, UK 

T +44 (0)1453 891214 

E chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk 

W wli.org.uk 

mailto:chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk

