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Introduction

2009 saw some significant advances in

work through WLI, with regional meetings
consolidating partnerships and networks in
Europe, North America and Oceania. This has
seen the network increase its membership by
another 45 members, as well as create core
groups of individuals in each region who now
regularly communicate and work together.

Creation of a new WLI micro-website has
improved its effectiveness and identity,
particularly now that it is available in the

three Ramsar languages (French, Spanish

and English), and a new logo, chosen after
consultation with the WLI memberhsip, is now
being used worldwide. WLI now has a stronger
‘brand’ both within and outside of the network.

| look forward to working with you all in 2010,
particularly on the new virtual visits web tool,
described below. Thanks to all WLI members
for their active involvement in spreading

the word about the importance of wetlands.
Whatever aspect of wetland conservation work
you are doing, you are all playing a vital role

in the ongoing protection of our increasingly
threatened wetland environment.

Cover - Lake Navashia, Kenya, by James Lees

Resources

Regular updates and news

summaries

Monthly newsletters are sent out in three
languages, summarising international and
regional activities and events. We have also started
producing two detailed reports per year, which give
in-depth information on partner activities.

Ramsar Sites of the World Book
Following the South Korean hosting of the

10th Ramsar Conference of the Parties (CoP
10), WLI worked with the RoK (Republic of
Korea) and the Ramsar secretariat to produce
a Ramsar Sites of the World Book. The book
was produced as both a hard copy and online,
and highlights best practice in Ramsar site
management from around the world. The book
contains examples from across 6 continents,
with a focus on the wetlands of South Korea, see
http://koreawetland.org/en/sub05_view.asp to
download the book.




WLI logo

After much consultation, the new logo of ripples
and reeds replaces the former WLI logo of

a stylised lotus flower, and we hope better
represents the aims and objectives of WLI. We
have adapted it for use in each of the WLI regions,
and it can be seen in Oceania, Asia and North
American WLI materials. It can be downloaded
for use by members from the website.

WLI website

As part of the re-branding exercise, WWT worked
with its web-designers to create a new ‘micro-
site” which would be dedicated to WLI - see for
yourself at wli.org.uk. The new site became
active in July 2009 and is proving popular with
users. It also allows the WLI manager to update
and create content as and when it is needed. The
website has the following new features:

¢ Trilingual content. The former website had
some resources in different languages, and
only one part of it in three languages. The
site is now available in the three languages of
Ramsar (French, Spanish and English])
with most resource also available in at least
these three languages. We are also working
on providing pages in Chinese in 2010.

e Discussion forum. The website now has
a forum tool which allows members to post
comments and questions.

e Interactive map. The continental regions of
WLI are shown, and the feature allows a quick
and easy identification of partners across the
globe. This links to the more complete
partners profiles page.

Left - pictures kindly uploaded to the online picture library.
Above - the interactive world map
Top right - examples of the virtual visits

Work has also started on developing a new website
which will create a ‘virtual visit’ to around six
wetland sites across the world. The intention is to

create a micro site that will allow WLI members
and other interested partners to take a more
detailed visit of other wetland centres, and learn
from what they are doing. This will include a 360
degree 'tour” with interactive maps, interviews with
key staff and video footage of activities and events
on the sites. It will also contain downloadable
support documents that will show how centres
run their day-to-day functions, as well as specific
activities. We hope that this will also reduce the
need to physically visit other centres, thereby
reducing our emissions of carbon dioxide.

Distance learning qualification

WLI is actively working with the BGCI (Botanic
Gardens Conservation International), Oxford
University, South Bank University, ZSL
(Zoological Society of London), FSC (Field
Studies Council) and others to develop a distance
learning course for site-based educators. This
will provide an internationally recognised course
for staff working on environmental projects
world wide. The group met three times in 2009
and is currently developing a business plan to
develop the course.



Priority themes

WLI members have chosen some key themes
that are applicable across the board, and offer
the most interest to the broadest range of
members. These are listed below. In each case,
the head of WLI sends out a draft press release
and background information in three languages,
to be used by members as they see fit. The key
dates for 2009 included:

World Wetlands Day (WWD)

Information and links to the Ramsar resources
were sent to all members, as well as featuring
some of the examples of WWD celebration
activities on the website.

World Migratory Birds Day

Support resources were sent to partners,
including a draft press release and background
information on the key theme of ‘barriers to
migration’. It also offered links to websites such
as the World Migratory Birds Day and the WWT
work on migration.

World Environment Day

(invasive species)

Many WLI partners are actively carrying out
work to control or eradicate invasive species.
Members provided case studies that were
uploaded to the WLI website, and support
resources were also sent to members to fit with
the World Environment Day dates.

Migratory birds (October)
WLI members provided case studies of work they
are doing, as well as stories on the birds that

they see arriving and leaving. A WLI web page

New members

The WLI network grew by around 13% this year,
with 45 new members from across the world.
Most new members came from Oceania, Asia and
North America, reflecting the activity in these
areas. We have a new, streamlined, membership
form, available in three languages, which also
aims to identify the skills of each member to
identify areas where expertise exchange or
support can be provided across the network.

Below - birds at sunset
Above - planting beneficial plants at Uganda
Right - Hunter wetland centre, Australia and the floating walkway in Oslo.



Regions

Europe

Trieste meeting At the end of May, our WLI
partners at Isola de la Cona in Italy hosted a WLI
Europe planning meeting. The meeting was
attended by 15 people, including the head of WLI,
the CEPA manager of the Ramsar Secretariat, the
CEPA representative of NorBalWet (the Nordic
Baltic Wetland Network]). The meeting acted

as a planning forum, and identified European
requirements to grow the network. Amongst
other priorities the meeting highlighted:

e The need for a twice yearly detailed newsletter
with case studies and updates that could be
use as publicity for the network.

e Regular virtual meetings for the regional
coordinating WLI partners by skype or phone
conference.

e Plans for regional projects that could be
delivered in partnership.

e Clear benefits for members, to be highlighted
on the WLI website.

European flyway project

WLI was approached by the Dutch lead of the
Migratory Flyways for Birds and People project,
initiated by the Dutch Staatsbosbeheer (the
government nature agency in the Netherlands],
and linked to the new wetland centre to open
at Oostvaardersplassen. The project will link
wetland centres to promote best practice, and
will form an integral part of the WLI network.
Partners have been identified along the west of
Europe, from Finland down to the south of Spain.

Norwegian wetland centre planning

Work with the Norwegian government took place
to support the development of nine new wetland
centres across the country. These are in various
stages of development, from
partially functional centres,

to early plans. The head

of WLI attended a planning
meeting of the partners, and
gave a presentation on project
planning, as well as the
benefits of the WLI network.

Oceania

WLI Oceania meeting - Australia

Since late 2008 a core group of Oceania contacts
had been planning a WLI Oceania meeting.

The group comprised partners from across

New Zealand, Australia and the Pacific Island
Countries and Territories (PICTs). The conference
aimed to link partners, identify priorities for

the region, share best practice and engage WLI
members with the scientific community.

The Hunter Wetland Centre hosted the conference,
and 40 delegates from New Zealand and Australia
attended over three days. The Head of WLI

and the Ramsar CEPA manager also attended.
However, due to the lack of funding as well as a
simultaneous visit from the head of Ramsar in
Samoa, we were not able to attract any delegates
from the PICTs. We are now working with Ramsar
and the PICTs to identify a training opportunity to
raise the capacity of potential members to carry
out more wetland CEPA activities.

Asia

Plans for Third WLI Asia Conference

WLI Asia partners are still active, and a core
group is planning a third WLI Asia conference,

to be hosted by the Malaysia Nature Society in
Kuala Selangor, Malaysia, in October 2010. The
conference content is already identified, with
sections on wetland science, links to the private
sector, and wetlands and local communities.

We also aim to make the conference as openly
available as possible, using skype / video links,
online workshops and ensuring that presentations
and conference materials are available on the WLI
Asia website before the conference.



North America

WLI North America / SWS meeting. In June
WLI held a side event at the Society of Wetland
Scientists meeting in Madison, USA. The side
event allowed a core group of WLI members
from the USA and Canada to develop the North
America approach, and identify priorities for
the project. WLI also had a display stand for
the whole week of the conference, and made
contacts with new organisations. The Head of
WLI gave two presentations at the conference,
and visited the International Crane Foundation’s

headquarters as part of a conference field trip.
The core WLI North America group is currently
working on a ‘Wetland Centres of North America’
leaflet to raise their profile.

Neotropics and Africa

WLI has fewer members in the Neotropics
(South and Central America), although there are
a few active members across the region. Some
discussions are underway with partners such as
the Regional Ramsar Training Centre in Panama
(CREHO)] to set up a planning meeting, but this is
likely to take place later in 2010.

Again, WLI has very few members in the Africa
region. Contact was made with WESSA, an
environmental network in South Africa, and
discussions revealed that Africa needs to be
treated as a set of regions due to its size and
varying character. We hope to develop the
WLI network in this region in the near future
when we have an opportunity, and we are still
supporting our members there.

Left - Chris Rostron with Suzanne Pittenger-Slear and Prof Bill Mitch
Below - a wild white-faced whistling duck. Sias van Schalkwyck
Right - London Wetland Centre



World Wetland Network (WWN)

From its inception at the Ramsar
CoP in Changwon in 2008, the WWN
has been active throughout 2009.
Activities include an active list serve
(now with around 220 members)
which is managed by the UNESCO
PRONATURA partner in Romania, a monthly
WWN Committee meet, co-ordinated by skype
by the Chair of WWN (Head of WLI), and towards
the end of 2009, a direct approach to the South
Korean government expressing concern over the
hugely damaging four rivers project.

D

WWN

WWN also submitted a proposal to the Spanish
Biodiversity Foundation, to establish an
international NGO wetland awards scheme. The
awards scheme will recognise best practice in
wetland management, case studies of wetland
restoration, and also highlight wetlands in
danger. The bid was successful, and WWN now
has enough funding to be able to take this project
forward, with interim results to be delivered at the
CBD COP in Japan in 2010, and final results to the
Ramsar COP in 2012 in Romania.

Future plansin 2010

Two major projects include the virtual visits website, and the WWN international wetland awards. In
addition, we would still like to support the development of the WLI South America network, and to
hold a third WLI Asia conference in late 2010. Ongoing projects include recruiting new members,
regular updates and news, keeping the website updated, responding to the specific requests and
needs of members, and supporting the priority themes for local members. We also monitor how
members use the WLI resources, in order to improve the support we can provide.
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Contact details:

Chris Rostron, Head of WLI, WWT Slimbridge Wetland Centre,
Slimbridge, Gloucestershire, UK. Tel: + 44 (0)1453 891214,
E-mail: chris.rostron@wwt.org.uk. www.wli.org.uk
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