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Welcome to the second WLI bulletin 

for 2020. In a normal year you would 

have been able to read this news-

letter a few months ago but we all 

know 2020 has not been a normal 

year. WLI members and loved ones 

have inevitably been affected: 13% 

of WLI members have reported job-losses at their wet-

land centres this year. We send our condolences and 

sympathies to all those suffering directly or indirectly 

from the novel coronavirus.  

Our survey of how you are coping with the pandemic 

also showed a quarter of centres were closed and an-

other quarter were open but with restrictions. Thank 

you to everyone who took part, in August and Septem-

ber; read more about the survey later in this issue.  

As the local Autumn grows deeper, European countries 

are once again restricting movement. At a prime time 

for bird species migrations, this is again affecting the operation of wetland visitor centres and educational activ-

ities.  

Here at WWT Slimbridge in the UK the WLI team is now working full-time from home. We were unable to work 

at all for over three months, then returned gradually on limited hours for another three months. It will take us a 

while to get back up to speed. While we ask for your patience, we also hope you will continue to share your 

insights, expertise, and needs.    

Anyone working in education or the environment is working for the future – in this issue we see how WLI mem-

bers have taken that approach and applied it to 2021 and the future when the pandemic fades.  
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Survey of COVID-19 impacts on WLI members 
In August, we asked WLI members how the COVID-19 pandemic had affected their work. Twenty-three responded. 

There is some bad news about colleagues losing their jobs, with this affecting 13 % of the centres that responded. 

Forty-eight percent of the wetland centres are fully open; 26 % open in a limited capacity, and 26 % are shut. 

The strongest call is for digital support, with images, video, and teaching materials suitable for sharing online. Nearly 

three-quarters have already been doing this, but 43 % still would like materials to share.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When it comes to general visitation, some centres have made changes to how they operate. More than half provide 

hand-washing facilities, are limiting the number of visitors, or have staff wearing masks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read more on the WLI website news section on wli.wwt.org.uk 



Flight of the Swans made Guinness Book of World Records 
Back in 2016, many WLI centres in Europe took part in Flight of the Swans, 

hosting conservationist Sacha Dench as she flew the route of whooper 

swans’ migration, in a paramotor. We worked together to bring your 

conservation messages to visitors via this adventurer, landing at wetland 

centres and schools to talk to children, media, and more.  

Sacha has now been recognised by Guinness World Records for one part of 

the trip: she is officially the first woman to paramotor across the English 

Channel.  

Sacha has since started her own conservation NGO, Conservation Without 

Borders, and is fundraising for future flying expeditions in Europe and West 

Africa. Find out more on www.conservation-without-borders.org/  

 

New website, new member profile! 
In late 2020, WWT at Slimbridge, UK, refreshed the look of WLI’s website wli.org.uk. Please have a look, and help us 

make it better! To start with, we would like you to check your own centre’s member profile – you will see Members 

linked clearly from the front page. Some of you have had profiles on our website since 2012 and we bet there are 

some updates you would like to make! So please do let us know if you would like a new profile photo, or to update 

the facts and figures. Email us on wli@wwt.org.uk.  

We also welcome language help! The team at Slimbridge can get by in English, French, Spanish, and Chinese, but still 

welcome help with the accuracy of these languages and especially with Arabic and Russian. In time we hope this new 

website can host some of the resources you have been asking for; for now, please help us make sure we have 

everything in the right place on our new platform!  

 

Migratory Birds for People Annual Meeting 
In 2020 organisations have adjusted to remote working, and many meetings have moved online. In the East Atlantic 

flyway imitative called Migratory Birds for People (MBP), we have a monthly online meeting of the core group, and an 

annual meeting open to all members. The annual meeting travels between wetland visitor centres – the previous 

three hosts were WWT Slimbridge (UK), La Maison du Lac the Grand Lieu (France), and Biodiversum Remerschen 

(Luxembourg). 

This year, we were due to meet in Saloum, Senegal. But 2020 had other ideas. So instead we met online. We had 

three external speakers, representing the trend in public engagement for wetland policy groups; youth, and natural 

flow of rivers. We then heard from members in Germany, the UK, France, Nigeria, Russia, and Senegal.  

MBP planned for the year ahead and will cooperate on youth engagement at the flyway scale, guidelines for the 

educational game map they created last year, and on the campaign to hunters using ban lead gun shot in wetlands, as 

well as other topics. 

Keep an eye on the WLI website for a meeting report.  



World Migratory Bird Day at Finima Nature Park 
World Migratory Bird Day was 

celebrated by people across the 

world on Saturday, 10 October 

with the theme “Birds Connect 

Our World”.  

The theme highlights the 

importance of conserving and 

restoring the ecological 

connectivity and integrity of 

ecosystems that support the 

natural movements of 

migratory birds and that are 

essential for their survival and 

well-being since they connect 

us to nature and they connect 

us to one another.  

To commemorate the day, Finima Nature Park (FNP) carried out series of activities which include tree planting and bird 

watching on Thursday 15th October, 2020. 

Participants, including students and teachers, and other community members were educated on what migratory birds 

are, their importance and what everyone can do to make sure they can survive and thrive. 

Virtual tour with photos, videos, and games 
The Kansas Wetlands Education Center in the USA created a virtual tour with 360 images, drone footage, educational 

videos, interviews with key Cheyenne Bottoms partners, and interactive games. Come experience Cheyenne Bottoms, 

a 41,000 acre freshwater marsh, from the comfort of your home.   

Find the virtual tour at wetlandscenter.fhsu.edu. You can also download a bingo board to guide your experience to a 

variety of activities and more information on how classroom teachers can use this with students and participate in a 

nation-wide research collaborative to enhance virtual environmental education programs. 



Reinvesting in COVID-19 at Salinas de San Pedro 
The spring of 2020 was very different for the Information 

Service of the Protected Natural Spaces of the Region of 

Murcia: going from a great flow of visitors, to a state of alarm 

that meant the closing of the Visitors' Centres for two months 

and the cancellation of all the environmental education 

activities. 

Despite this situation, the Information Service's environmental 

education and outreach work continued to reinvent the way of 

reaching out to citizens. Initially, this was through the social 

networks and available digital media. This way we marked 

World Migratory Bird Day, European Day of Parks and World 

Environment Day, with resources such as the publication of videos, games and virtual visits. 

The spring edition of the Naturally Connected Magazine was another of the digital media used to bring protected areas 

closer to the public, encouraging all readers to continue discovering the wonders of the Region of Murcia's natural 

areas, from home. 

By the time summer arrived we had had a chance to reflect and see 

how we could resume environmental education activities in person. 

In June, the government launched a programme of guided tours to 

reconnect with nature, adapting the activities to the new situation. 

This programme offered eight guided itineraries in different natural 

areas, for all types of public, throughout the week and with a 

maximum quota of 10 participants to ensure better compliance 

with preventive measures against the coronavirus. This programme 

ran from June to September, contributing to 865 people 

reconnecting with nature, by participating in the guided itineraries. 

They were grateful to be able to carry out outdoor activities again 

and congratulated the Information Service for the initiative. 

At the end of the summer, and with it many people’s holidays, we designed a new programme of face-to-face activities, 

in this case ornithological visits during the weekends of October, as part of the celebration of World Migratory Birds 

Day. Digital media were also used to bring the world of birds closer to a greater number of people, producing various 

publications during the first week of October. 

Now, in November, a new Environmental Education Programme is being planned and designed for the Network of 

Natural Protected Areas in the Region of Murcia, whose aim is to bring nature closer to all those groups, especially 

educational centres and other non-profit organisations, which now have more difficulty accessing and participating in 

the activities that had been carried out on a regular basis. 

This new programme will include guided itineraries to natural areas that can be carried out safely in accordance with the 

recommendations and regulations of COVID-19. As a novelty, new resources and tools will be provided for participants, 

such as the inclusion of a visit to the centre or place that has an appropriate outdoor space for the Information Service 

to bring the protected natural area closer to them; the possibility of getting to know the area by means of an online 

introduction; or even the production of a series of video "mini-documentary" videos explaining relevant aspects of the 

nature and culture of the protected natural areas of the Region of Murcia. 

The coronavirus has not only brought bad things, it has also been an opportunity to reinvent how to bring nature closer 

to society and has made many people think about the importance of caring for Protected Natural Spaces, for the health 

and well-being of the population. 



World Migratory Bird Day 2020: we said "see you in October"! 
We already told you about it last May: World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is an awareness campaign to protect 

migratory birds and their habitats. Organised every second Saturday in May and October, the second edition of WMBD 

2020 was on Saturday 10 October! Let’s look back at the actions carried out at La Maison du Lac de Grand-Lieu. 

In October, do (almost) whatever you please! 

Remember, a few months ago: two classes of CM2 (ages 10 to 11) from Bouaye and Loireauxence had been selected to 

take part in World Migratory Bird Day 

(WMBD) at La Maison du Lac de Grand-Lieu 

on Saturday 9 May 2020. A virus and a global 

health crisis invited themselves: obviously, 

we celebrated this day in confinement. 

It was therefore all the more pleasing to 

welcome the schoolchildren on the occasion 

of the October edition of WMBD 2020: on 

Monday 28 September, the CM1 (age 9 to 10) 

and CM2 classes of the Victor Hugo de 

Bouaye school; then on Tuesday 1 October, 

the CM2 classes of the Sainte-Famille de 

Loireauxence school. 

Green and blue grids, observations and exchanges 

On the theme "Birds unite our world", and as they walked through the different environments that make up the site, 

the pupils tackled the notion of the green and blue grids: according to the Ministry of Ecological Transition, this 

approach "aims to halt the loss of biodiversity by preserving and restoring networks of natural environments that allow 

species to circulate and interact". Or how natural and semi-natural terrestrial environments ("green grid") and aquatic 

and wetland networks ("blue grid") are connected and together ensure the good ecological status of territories. 

From the terrace of the Pavilion, our young visitors also spent time observing the landscapes and birds of Grand-Lieu; 

and used the map published by the MBP network (Migratory Birds for People), a network of 30 wetland centres on the 

East Atlantic Flyway to which La Maison du Lac de Grand-Lieu belongs. Finally, the pupils tackled the theme of bird 

migration through a board game and an exchange with professionals from La Maison du Lac de Grand-Lieu and the 

National Society for the Protection of Nature. 

An action at the heart of the educational mission of La Maison 

du Lac de Grand-Lieu 

Through all its actions, aimed at the broader public, La Maison 

du Lac de Grand-Lieu is committed to raising collective 

awareness of the issues related to the preservation of 

biodiversity. Recent reports by scientists on climate issues and 

the collapse of biodiversity further justify the missions of our 

structure: to educate the general public about environmental 

protection and to enhance the value of wetlands. 

The Maison du Lac de Grand-Lieu has positioned itself as a 

reference point on wetlands, from the local to the 

international level: it is a member of the national Ramsar 

France association and of the international networks of 

wetland centres MBP (Migratory Birds for People) and WLI 

The CM2s of the Victor Hugo de Bouaye school were 

asked what their ideal world would be. 



(Wetland Link International). It thus participates in a wide dissemination of knowledge on wetlands and in the creation 

of bridges between schools around the world. 

La Maison du Lac de Grand-Lieu is fully identified as a structure for scientific and cultural study, particularly with the 

French National Education system. It supports teaching teams in the development of their projects, in line with the 

guidelines given by official texts and with a common objective: the recognition of wetlands as natural spaces for 

combating climate change and the loss of biodiversity. 

Organizing boating and conservation of Zarivar wetland with the 

participation of local communities 
Zarivar Wetland is one of the permanent wetlands in the middle of the Zagros Mountains in Kurdistan Province, 

Marivan, Iran. The diverse nature of the wetlands provide livelihoods for many local communities, as well as creating 

a wonderful place for tourists and nature lovers to visit.  

Among the ecosystem services that Zarivar Wetland provides for visitors are is boating and sightseeing. This wetland 

attracts thousands of tourists and nature lovers every year, and most of them want to go boating and see the 

wetland’s natural attractions.  

Despite the high importance of conservation of the wetland and its fragile ecosystems, boating has long been carried 

out without a plan and as a result different risks and damages to the wetland. During these years, all kinds of 

pollutants, including noise and chemical pollution, were impacting on the wetland.  

Boating business owners, local groups, the Department of Environment (DoE) and the Conservation of Iranian 

Wetlands Project (CIWP) studies developed a plan for organizing boating. After several stakeholder meetings, the 

program was agreed, placing restrictions on boating activities such as permitted timing and zones for fishing, the 

number of boats, noise and chemical pollution, etc. to limit impacts. In addition users planned additional conservation 

activities. Many information and awareness-raising tools are used to promote sustainable boating for visitors and the 

zones of the wetland they are allowed to enter, and some of the income from boating activities is allocated to 

conservation of the wetland in order to increase the level of wetland protection. 



Colombia: ABC Tota and Fundación Montecito work for the future 
During the pandemic we have been closed like many others but, despite limitations we were able to finish the Green 

Filter for our guest house at Xieti Lodge. It is a small scale development but we hope this will create a clear example of 

wastewater treatment using a constructed wetland at low cost, to motivate others to follow You can watch a timelapse 

video of it here: https://youtu.be/7bxVxzupMxw. In addition, the guest house uses rainwater for consumption, further 

minimising water use. he final outflow will be stored in a tank for a later reintroduction to the soil by irrigation to newly 

planted native trees. 

As well as this, with ABC Tota and Fundación Montecito we participated in a recent call made by our environmental 

authority (Corpoboyacá) and we were a small grant. This will allow us to follow a small project on our site that includes a 

native-plant nursery, a birdwatching platform in support of Cistothorus apolinari conservation, and a rehabilitation of 

seven beehives within our Tochua Tota apiary. All these will involve local community and environmental education, 

between December 2020 and August 2021. Details here: https://www.corpoboyaca.gov.co/noticias/ya-estan-

seleccionadas-las-propuestas-para-participar-en-la-estrategia-construyamos-territorios-de-paz/.  

Overall this will strengthen our wetland centre development, giving our visitors more and better options once the 

pandemic restrictions allow it. 

Wetland Fund 2021 from Ramsar Regional Center – East Asia 
The Ramsar Regional Center - East Asia (RRC-EA) is now accepting project proposals for funding support under the 

RRC-EA Wetland Fund 2021. Wetland advocates from the region are invited to apply for small grants in line with the 

following thematic areas: 

1.    Wetland Conservation and Wise Use to support the implementation 

       of the 4th Ramsar Strategic Plan 2016-2024 

2.    Celebration of World Wetlands Day 

 

The RRC-EA Wetland Fund began in 2009 and has already supported 60 wetland conservation projects to date. For the 

2021 cycle, the RRC-EA will support up to four (4) projects under Thematic Area 1 with a budget of USD 10,000 per 

project (but not exceeding KRW 12,500,000), and up to three (3) projects under Thematic Area 2 with budget 

amounting to USD 5,000 per project (but not exceeding KRW 6,250,000). 

 

This Grant Program provides complementary support to planned and ongoing national Ramsar initiatives as a 

contribution of participating Contracting Parties to the implementation of the Ramsar Convention. If you are in-region 

and interested, please see rrcea.org/wetlandfund/ for the guidelines and information packs, and submit your 

applications before 4 December by email to rrceawf@gmail.com. 

http://rrcea.org/wetlandfund/
mailto:rrceawf@gmail.com
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During these months of quarantine, we have 

kept a keen eye on our wetland. The students 

have used photos to create a register of the 

fauna, and have seen some new species of 

butterflies arrive recently. Using these photos 

we are putting together our own report, the 

start of the creation of our own publication 

‘Guide to the Butterflies of the DANAPURE 

wetland in Colombia’. 

Tomás Pinzón, at 10 years old, is one of our 

Wetland Guides and is one of the artists from 

the Liceo Taller San Miguel in Colombia, invited 

by the Cambass Museum in 

NY, to the First World 

Festival of Children's Art 

2020. The works will be in 

museums in Spain, Mexico, 

Argentina, Colombia and 

cities like Miami and Dubai. 

With his drawings he wants 

to take to the world, 

messages for the 

conservation of the Seas, 

Beaches and Wetlands, 

which are his favourite 

subjects. 

DANAPURE: young artists and watching butterflies 

Wooden carvings for the Baltic Fund for Nature’s 

Priozersk exhibit on the Russia/Finland border. 


