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Introduction
As our world continues to be inundated with sad news such as war, covid19, climate change
and natural disasters, our birds are also struggling with many difficulties, such as avian flu for
example. All the more we are happy to bring you also positive news from the MBP Core Group
and the MBP members in this newsletter.
Enjoy reading and let the articles inspire you to further positive activities in your centre!
Audrey & Isabelle
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News from the MBP Core Group
Avian Influenza
Bird flu at wetland centres
Avian Influenza, or ‘bird flu’, is now found regularly in Europe, particularly in winter. It affects
wild birds, poultry, and birds in captive collections such as zoos. It is a zoonosis, so can be
passed to humans, but such cases are very rare, and for most strains of bird flu, the symptoms
are usually mild.
The Africa Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds Agreement has released a scientific statement with
advice and recommendations. The eleven-page document outlines procedures and other
sources of useful information.
The regulations for dealing with the disease at a wetland visitor centre will vary between
countries and according to circumstances. To inform visitors, and to help address some
common issues, it may be useful to provide a notice at your site. The UK’s Wildfowl and
Wetlands Trust (WWT) uses the following from of words, which you may find useful. Naturally,
this will need to be adapted for your site and any requirements of national agencies.
“Help us protect our birds“ [1]
Avian influenza or bird flu is commonly carried by wild birds that come to the [country] in
winter. There are currently many cases across the [country].
To protect [both our collection and [2]] wild birds at this site, and in line with Government
requirements, we are taking measures to prevent the spread of the disease.
Please use the foot-mats and other measures [3] at our site today – this will help protect our
birds and those kept by others.
The [relevant government health agency] advises that the risk to public health from the virus is
very low. This is a disease of birds.
If you find a sick or dead bird on site, please do not touch it or pick it up. Please let one of our
team know.
[4] If you keep poultry (including pets or game birds), you should follow the Government’s
biosecurity advice, available at [website address].”
Notes:
[1] – this title is to change the narrative that birds are scary carriers of disease, and hopefully to evoke some public sympathy for
them and the organisation
[2] – to include if the site also has captive birds.
[3] – the measures in place will obviously vary according to circumstances, the site, the Government requirements etc. Measures
in the UK are normally required only around captive birds, but you may find it useful to have simple measures for other sites,
both to help reduce the spread of the disease, and so that local stakeholders can see you are being responsible.
[4] – again, this should be adapted to national requirements.
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East Atlantic Flyway Youth Forum 2021
Youth from over 30 countries call to act for flyway conservation
MBP co-led the East Atlantic Flyway Youth Forum in 2021. The young participants created a
team of Wetlands Ambassadors, who have made a Declaration. Under the theme ‘Taking off
#ForNature from Africa to the Arctic’ young people from over 30 countries have come
together for the first East Atlantic Flyway Youth Forum. This Flyway Youth Forum explored
challenges that migratory birds and their wetlands habitats are facing and discussed how
greater communication and cooperation between youth and across generations can help
wetlands, migratory waterbirds, and youth across the flyway
The outcomes of the discussions have now been published in form of a Declaration calling not
just young people but other stakeholders in the flyway too.
This came about when a dedicated and enthusiastic group of ten young conservationists from
along the flyway took on the role as ‘Flyway Ambassadors’ to take the Forum’s results to the
next level. The declaration calls out to other young people to join and take actions for flyway
conservation, but also to stakeholders and politicians to work with youth from local
communities connected through the flyway. Their main message is “We, the young people, are
the key to sustainable long-term developments. It is time to act together for the protection and
conservation of wetlands and migratory birds”.
The declaration took to heart the words of Martha Rojas Urrego, Secretary General of the
Ramsar Convention, in her keynote speech at the Flyway Forum: “With the biggest stake in our
planetary future, the voices of youth need to be heard to change the hearts and minds and to
drive political change and scale up investments in wetland conservation”.
The East Atlantic Flyway Youth Forum was organised by Youth Engaged in Wetlands, the
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust and the Common Wadden Sea Secretariat within the framework
of the Wadden Sea Flyway Initiative.
#EAFYFwetlands #FlywayYouthForum #YouthVoices
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23FlywayYouthForum%20&src=typed_query&f=live
https://www.flywayyouthforum.com/

Star Wetland Centres Award open
Wetland Link International has launched a new accreditation scheme for wetland visitor centres.
You could receive a Gold, Silver, or Bronze Star in acknowledgement of your work for wetlands
education! An international team has created the system and will be adjudicating, including
familiar MBP faces Patric Lorgé of Biodiversum Remerschen and Chris Rostron of WWT.
MBP members who have completed a WLI application form are welcome to apply for the Star
Awards, but be quick: the deadline is 30 April. Visit wli.wwt.org.uk/stars to find out more and
start your application.
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Optics for Africa
Our Optics for Africa programme has been making deliveries already this year. As well as some
by post, we were also assisted with an in-person delivery by our partners at Conservation
Without Borders (CWB). A small team from CWB is on a reparatory journey in West Africa,
ahead of a full multimedia expedition in a few months’ time. The team met MBP members,
among other conservationists, and took a lot of photographs and videos. In among their
cameras, they kindly carried binoculars and a telescope. In the photo you can see CWB’s Sacha
Clements meeting MBP representative from Reserve Ornithologique de Kalissaye (ROK),
Commandant Pathé Baldé, and handing over some donated optics. Thank you Sacha! We hope
the optics will serve the birder counters and students of Kalissaye well!

Meanwhile, back in Slimbridge in the UK, Connor Walsh has sorted out all the donated
binoculars. There are about 40 binoculars and telescopes ready to send. If you are in West
Africa, please contact him, connor.walsh@wwt.org.uk, letting him know which sort of binoculars
you could use, e.g. small sets suitable for younger children, or medium sized sets for adults
and bird counters.
Connor also has another 40 donated binoculars and telescopes which unfortunately need to
be repaired. This will require some budgeting and triage, because professional repairs would
be quite expensive for so many optics. They also take up a lot of space in the office, so Connor
has no choice but to keep working from home instead!
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World Dawn Chorus Day audio live streams
Last year, we outlined how you can set up a wetland microphone live stream. The organisers of
the ‘Reveil’ World Dawn Chorus Day activity have been in touch with the following call for
participation:
REVEIL 9 — Call for streams
Saturday 30 April to Sunday 1 May 2022

On Dawn Chorus Day, Reveil makes a 24+1 hour loop of earth, travelling west on live audio
feeds sent in by streamers at daybreak from their locations.
Reveil brings city yards, remote rural sites, fresh and salt water bodies into communication,
creating a collective audit of planetary soundworlds over one earth day.
We welcome new and returning sounds, and especially invite proposals from less heard places
and projects.
For details on running a stream with a phone, laptop or Raspberry Pi, see Stream.
To let us know you're joining, please sign up. You can also go ahead and create a stream page,
which will be featured during the broadcast and join the Reveil archive.
We look forward to your sounds.
Thank you
Best wishes
Soundcamp
Reveil will be mixed by Fernando Godoy (Tsonami, Chile), Leah Barclay (Biosphere
Soundscapes, Queensland) and Maria Papadomanolaki (Soundcamp, Crete). Reveil is
assembled at Stave Hill Ecological Park (TCV) in London from 05:00 UTC+1 on Saturday 30th
April to 06:00 on Sunday 1st May.
Streams are available on the Icecast server and public soundmap by Locus Sonus (ESAAIX).
The main feed is hosted by Wave Farm WGXC in Acra NY and broadcast over 20+ FM and net
radio stations around the world. Our broadcast partner in London is Resonance Extra. Reveil 9
is produced with the Acoustic Commons network: Full Of Noises, Locus Sonus, CONA, HMU,
Cyberforest.
For details: soundtent.org
To take part: please use this short form
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News from the MBP Network
Ecological Information Centre Oualidia

Grepom/Birdlife Morocco
This year 2021, the Ecological Information Centre of Oualidia will continue to organise, as it
does every year, its awareness-raising activities on migratory birds and the heritage and socioeconomic importance of Moroccan wetlands. Also the morphology and the different ecological
economic activities of the Oualidia lagoon where the centre is located.
During the period from March to November 2021, despite the restrictions linked to the health
situation, the centre welcomed more than 300 visitors: pupils, students including 6 schools and
5 associations and Moroccan and foreign tourists. The visitors benefited from guided field trips
for bird watching and educational workshops whose objective is to raise awareness among
visitors, particularly school groups, about wetlands and their biodiversity and the importance of
conserving ecosystems. We also focused on the general public through our publications on
social networks.
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As every year, in October our centre in partnership with the Association Alliance des safiots du
monde celebrated the World Migratory Bird Day, this time under the theme: "Sing, fly, soar like
a bird! The focus was on the ecological and socio-economic importance of Lake Oualidia, with
a show on bird migration and a field trip to observe waterbirds.

I hope you all stay healthy!
Lamiae El Briech - Project Officer - GREPOM/ BirdLife Morocco.
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Maison du Lac de Grand-Lieu

Interna'onal waterbird census with students © MDL

International waterbird census
Thirteen students from the middle school Albert Vinçon, located in Saint-Nazaire, went to the
Grand Lieu Lake Centre. They started with an introduction of the day by a video call in English
with Chris Rostron, who presented several topics including WLI, World Wetlands Day, MBP,
migration, and waterbird census.
In the field, they carried out a simulation of the IWC on Grand-Lieu Lake. They did it by applying
the scientific protocol. Despite fog, they observed some birds as Coots, Black-headed Gull,
Mallards, Teals, Grey goose, Mute Swan etc.
Back at the centre, they studied the ecology of some birds as Teal, Gadwall, and Common
Pochard. They looked for data about their conservation and protection status, their habitats,
about the migration, their diet, and the link between wintering waterbirds and the Ramsar label!
Then, they discovered the multiple protection status applying to Grand-Lieu Lake, in particular
the Ramsar designation.
Closing the day was a video call in Spanish with Edorta, who presented Urdaibai Bird Center,
the importance of working in an international network when you work on species as mobile as
birds.
The students and the teachers had a great day and learned a lot! Hopefully, they understood
the importance of working in an international network in order to study and protect effectively
the populations of birds passing through western Europe.

International waterbird census with students © MDL
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World Wetlands Day 2022: a programme of activities around the Grand-Lieu Lake.
For the World Wetlands Day, 22 partners working around
the Grand-Lieu Lake had gathered to prepare a lot of
activities on ‘Wetlands Action for People and Nature’ theme.
The objective was to raise as many as possible people
awareness about Grand-Lieu Lake and wetlands’
importance. This collaboration offered the general public
more than 30 activities throughout February. Activities were
accessible and fun, they were aimed at all audiences! There
were children activities, conferences, nature outings,
exhibitions... So that everyone could find the activity that
suited them! For example, people had the opportunity to
take advantage of an exceptional outing by boat on the
Grand-Lieu Lake; to take part in a ride with donkeys in
swamps or explore the world of freshwater fish!

Historical and nature walk in the swamps at Saint
Lumine de Coutais © Christelle Priot - SNPN

Canoe trip in the island of the the
swamp at Pont Saint Martin
©Youenn Pierre - SBVGP

Families’ activity, the sensory
walk in wetlands © MDL
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Oostvaardersplassen

Bird flu in Oostvaardersplassen
It will not have escaped anyone's attention that there is a violent wave of bird flu going on in
Europe. In the Oostvaardersplassen, a bird area par excellence, we held our breath. Last
Tuesday (January 5th), we found a number of dead birds in the core area of the
Oostvaardersplassen for the first time. We also saw a number of solitary geese sitting close to
the ponds along the management road. This is different from what you would normally expect
to see in group animals such as geese. Since October, there have been sightings of bird flu in
the Netherlands and we have been alert to the signs of migrating waterbirds that may indicate
infection with bird flu.
As a precaution, we took three dead barnacle geese from the area and delivered them for
examination. Wageningen Bioveterinary Research (WBVR) is conducting the research.
Despite the fact that we were not sure at the time whether it was bird flu or not, we chose to
warn people in the parts of the area accessible to the public by means of signs. Dogs can get
sick from eating animals affected by bird flu and we asked visitors to leave dead and weakened
animals behind and to keep dogs on a leash.
Meanwhile, the full results of the laboratory tests are in and the suspicion of bird flu (H5N1) has
been confirmed.
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What does this mean for management and the birds?
Unfortunately, there is nothing we can do about the virus disease itself and we can only hope
that it disappears quickly and that the mortality is not too bad. That birds die now is
unfortunately unavoidable.
In managing the nature reserve we follow the guidelines of the relevant government agencies.
We are in regular contact with them to coordinate. So far there are no restrictions on the
execution of the management. This means that we can also continue fauna management and
planting activities, among other things.
We choose not to carry out any work that would disturb waterbirds and cause them to fly out of
the area. We therefore avoid the areas close to water. So the places where water birds can stay.
Are we going to remove the dead birds?
No, we will not. Unless the NVWA or other responsible authorities call us to do so. Removing
the birds is an impossible task for large parts of Oostvaardersplassen. The marsh is virtually
inaccessible and searching for and removing dead birds would have an extra disruptive effect.
Warning for visitors will be maintained.
The information signs at the entrances to the Oostvaarderveld and other parts of the
Oostvaardersplassen area that are accessible to the public and that are rich in water will be
replaced. Visitors' attention is drawn to the possibility of encountering dead or weak birds and
to keeping their dogs on a leash. The urgent advice not to touch the animals also remains in
force.
Last Friday, the NOS (National Broadcasting company, among many other media) covered bird
flu in the Oostvaardersplassen and the rest of the Netherlands. You can check out this item
here.
January 13, 2022
Forest ranger Hans-Erik Kuypers in the Oostvaardersplassen
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Terschelling

Interna'onal waterbird census with students © MDL

A message overseas
A very wet winter on Terschelling
During the winter months it rained a lot on the island. There were large puddles of water
everywhere. More than usual. Because the water could not drain sufficiently, paths were created
that were difficult to walk even in the forest. Here, the state forestry also received complaints
from islanders whose vegetable garden was under water.
This winter we ensured better water drainage from the dunes towards the sea. If it is very wet
we have to drain the water faster in the future. For this we have widened ditches in some places
with a weir. This weir is useful to retain water in drier periods. In some places where the water
does not cause any problems, this can turn contribute to the natural value, such as meadow
birds!

Development of young dunes
In recent years we have seen new young dunes being formed on the north sea beach against
the old foredune. These embryonic dunes are important for the island. Due to dune
development, more fresh water is also retained. In the lower parts behind these small dunes
a kind of valley is created where fresh water plays a role for flora and fauna. Species that you
would not expect on a beach suddenly appear. Such as water mint, buttercup and the
natterjack toad. Also the little plover and the ringed plover has nested here.
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Goose approach
This year unlike previous years, no measures have been taken to tackle geese on our dune area.
We did not receive an exemption from the province because the fauna management plan of the
FBE (Fauna management unit) was rejected. The number of geese has increased enormously in
recent years. The fertilization of the geese contributes among other things, to the grassing of our
dunes. Unfortunately we will have to wait until next year. Normally we poke the goose eggs to
reduce the number of broods. We’ll have to wait and see if this will have a negative effect.

Rare
This short-eared owl flew just above my colleague Sascha Kuiper. She does the monitoring on
the island. Let’s hope this short -eared owl will bread here! A rare bird for us!

Greetings from Terschelling, The Netherlands
Feline Zwaan
Wanda Bakker
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Zwin Natuur Park
Artificial nest sites for storks, swallows, swifts and martins in the Zwin Nature Park
In the winter of 2021-2022, a number of artificial nest sites for different bird species were
provided in the Zwin Nature Park. We are fully aware that artificial nest sites are no miracle
solution. Birds need more than just a nesting site. Not in the least do they also need feeding
areas, so only providing artificial nests would be insufficient. However, the nest sites we created
last winter were specifically aimed at bird species for which this could make a difference in the
Park, as explained below.
First of all, we placed a number of artificial lookalike nests for White Storks. The Zwin Nature
Park’s stork population has had a stable number of 13-14 occupied nests in the period
2018-2021. Just of over half of these occupied nests were on artificial nest platforms: metal
frames placed in tall poles, on which the birds have built a nest. A total of 21 of such artificial
platforms are available in the Park, meaning that most of them were not inhabited by White
Stork pairs recently. The stork population in the Park has been the subject of scientific ringing in
the past, and a small half of the local breeding birds wear a scientific ring. From this we know
the age of a good number of our breeding birds. Several of those have a rather high age, about
20 years old or more. White Stork can live up to 40 years, but of course they do not have eternal
life. In order to keep the population in a favourable status, fresh young breeding birds need to
be recruited into it from time to time. In the past few years this seemed to be a potential issue.
Few new young birds moved into the local breeding population and, moreover, the nests they
built were often small and flimsy, leading to a lack of breeding success. The ability to build a
decent nest is something that storks need to become experienced in, and young birds usually
lack this experience. In order to try to boost the inflow of new young breeding recruits, we put
five artificial stick nests on already existing nests poles with a metal frame. The large wooden
nests were crafted in a way that they look like a well-constructed stork nest that has already
been in use for some years. It has been shown that White Storks are more easily attracted to
such nests compared to bare artificial metal frames on which they would have to build a fresh
nest from scratch. The creation of the stick nests was also a good way to make use of the wood
that came from the pollard willows at the edge of the Park that got their regular trimming over
the winter. Now, at the end of March, in the early stages of the 2022 breeding season, we can
already make a brief and provisional assessment of the success of this conservation measure. In
short: all five (!) of the artificial nests are now occupied by White Storks. Two are taken by young
pairs (both recognisable by rings) that made their first breeding attempt last year in 2021: both
used very flimsy self-built nests on other platforms and both were unsuccessful at raising young.
The other three are brand new pairs, with at least one partner in each pair wearing a scientific
ring that proves they are also young bird of 3-4 years old. It is still too early to call this a full
success, but nevertheless we have managed to attract the highest new number of new young
recruits in the population for the last five years and they are all attached to the artificial stick
nests, choosing those above empty metal nest frames on poles elsewhere in the Park. Fingers
crossed for a successful breeding season!
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The second species for which a number of artificial nest sites were provided is Barn Swallow.
When the new visitor center of the Zwin Nature Park was finished in 2016, Barn Swallows were
not breeding in the Park. The first breeding pair was discovered in 2020. It was a self-built nest
under an overhanging roof at the side of one of the buildings. The birds seemed to have trouble
to find suitable mud to construct their nest and the wood of the wall against which the nest was
built also seemed to be not quite suitable to hold the nest. In the end that first nest had to be
fixed with a metal wire to prevent it from falling down, resulting in successful breeding. In 2021,
no less than 4 pairs of Barn Swallow made a breeding attempt. Several of these pairs again had
trouble to build nests of their own, having to make several attempts before finally managing to
do so (loosing precious time). Also, some pairs had a tendency to build their nest on top of
doors, which could then not be used anymore and with a risk of being destroyed when the door
was opened by accident. In order to try to avoid these troubles and to try and boost the local
population of this vulnerable breeding species, 9 artificial nests were provided at various places
in the Park. These nests will also make it easier to continue the recently started research into the
breeding success of the species in the Park, which includes the ringing of a young birds in the
nest.
In the 2021 the first 2 pairs of House Martin bred in the Zwin Nature Park. They did so in an
artificial nesting tower that was constructed in early 2020. This showed that there was potential
for the start of a breeding colony of this declining species. The tower was very small however
and there was a lot of space for nests on the high walls of the visitor center. The walls are dark,
however, and this often proven to be a deterring factor for House Martins to build nests. For that
reason 20 artificial nests were placed against the walls. Together with the martin tower we hope
this could be the start of a large colony of House Martins in the Park. This would not only be great
for the birds themselves, but a lively colony of martins could also have great educational value
for our visitors. In order to make the new artificial nests extra attractive for potentially colonizing
martins, we plan to play the sound of House Martins through a speaker near the nests. This was
also done last year near the artificial tower, and may have been an important factor to lure in the
first 2 pairs in 2021.
Lastly, 5 artificial nests for Common Swift were also placed against on of the highest walls of the
visitor center. This species has not yet bred in the Park, but good number often feed around the
building during summer, so there may some potential. Like for House Martin, we plan to play the
sound of Common Swift through a speaker near the nests.
We are excited to find out what the breeding season of 2022 will bring for the 4 species
mentioned above and to what extent the artificial nests will play a role in this. We are also making
plans for an artificial nesting site for Sand Martins in the near future, but the process for that is
somewhat more elaborate then for the species above so it will take some more time. Hopefully
we can give an update on that in a future newsletter.
Faveyts Wouter
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Vadehavscentret

Interna'onal waterbird census with students © MDL

The Wadden Sea Center does a lot of wading birds communication. We do it with children,
young people and with older groups. In the Danish Wadden Sea area, there are also many
nature restoration initiatives underway, e.g. a 10 ha large freshwater lake on the island of Rømø
a 177 ha large project on the island of Mandø, all to improve breeding conditions for birds. The
Wadden Sea Center is collaborating with a foundation and a private landowner, also a small
lake project. The idea is to make a breeding area for lapwing, redshank, avocet and maybe a l
large Black-tailed Godwit pair.
By agreement with the private landowner and in an area of 15,500 m2, we make two smaller
lakes, one of 650 m2 and one of 800 m2, at the same time with two large scrap / shallow areas
with Avocet lumps. The hope is to make this small dissemination wetland just three fields from
the Wadden Sea Center. So we can experience breeding birds and resting migratory birds, as
well as overwintering ducks.
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News from Eurosite
Here you can find the latest news about the Eurosite network, nature conservation policy, and
other interesting information that can help you manage your site or nature area:
https://www.eurosite.org/news/
Probably the most important theme of Eurosite is the urgent appeal to support the Ukrainian
member of Eurosite, the Danube-Carpathian Programme (DCP).
Here the heart-touching call for help from Jelke Brandehof:

Blue and yellow: the colours of Europe
Blue and yellow: the colours of Eurosite
Blue and yellow: the colours of the Ukrainian flag
As we are shocked and saddened about Putin’s invasion in Ukraine, we are trying to do what
we can to help the Ukrainian people. Over the last days, we have been in close contact with
our Ukrainian member, the Danube-Carpathian Programme (DCP).
Today we learnt that in reaction to the conflict, DCP has expanded its scope from nature
conservation to providing humanitarian aid, and they urgently need our support!
If you can, please help DCP by donating now!
Beneficiary name: UA “DCP”
Bank name: JSC Kredobank
Adress: Lviv, Ukraine
SWIFT: WUCBUA2X
IBAN: UA763253650000002600601897740
Please state as transaction description: “Charitable donation for humanitarian purposes”.
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